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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


UNIVERSAL AND PARTICULAR PROVIDENCE. 


The following narrative exhibits an in- 
stanee of the use and comfort which Chris- 
tians often derive from the doctrine of a 
Particular Providence. It is extracted 
from a letter written to his son, by a late 
missionary to the new settlements. Ep. 


MY DEAR 50N. 

You wish me to give you in 
writing, for the encertainment of 
your Christian friends, the story 
which I related to vou of the 
woman at Fort Anne. This I 
will attempt to de as nearly as 
my memory, assist. by some 
minutes made at time, will 
enable me. 

In the summer of 180° I was 
employed as a missionary te the 
settlements on Lake George, and 
in the adjacent country. I preach- 
ed several times in the village of 
Fort Anne, and being invited by 
aserious man, a Mr. H—, who 
lived at an extreme part of the 
town, to preach in his neighbor - 
hood, I made an appointment 
accordingly. On visiting Mr. 
H—’s family, we entered into 
conversation on the removal of 
families from the old inte the 
new settlements, and on the 
Providence of God directing and 
Superintending such removals. 
While discoursing on the sub- 
ject Mrs. H— related for sub- 
stance the following story. 

Vou. IV. New Series. 


“T wish, Sir, to relate a very 
noticeable Providence, which we 
experienced in our removal to 
these parts. From the town of 
M-—~in Massachusetts, where we 
lived, my husband came here 
sometime before he removed his 
family; but, as soon as he had 
prepared a place for our recep- 
tion, and provided the. necessa- 
ries of life, (for we were always 
poor,) he hired our neighbor, 
Mr. S—, to fetch up me and the 
children in his waggon, furnishes 
ing him with money enough to 
bear his expenses down, and de- 
pending on a small sum, which 
he knew to be at my disposal, to 
bear the charges of our removal. 
In October 1807, Mr. S— arriv- 
ed, and myself and three chil- 
dren set out for Fort Anne ina 
waggon, We put up the third 
night at a much-thronged tav- 
ern in Keene. Early the next 
morning, afier having got seated 
in the waggon, I observed to Mr. 
S--, that Divine Providence had 
hitherto smiled upon us in our 
journey, as we had been favored 
with good weather, and had met 
with no injurious occurrence. 

“J should say we have had 
good luck,” said Mr. S-~, “for I 
believe nothing in your notions 
ef Divine Providence.” 
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This opened the way for fur- 
ther conversation on the subject, 
which continued while we were 
riding nearly fifteen miles, when 
we came to a tavern 

‘It is time,” said Mr. S—-, “to 
stop and feed our horses; but I 
do not remember this house, and 
fear we have missed our way.” 

On entering the house we 
found that we had come four 
miles directly out of our way, 
which we must retrace before 
we could pursue our journey. 
On this, Mr. S—- fretfully ob- 
served, that he never should have 
missed the way had not I ham- 
pered his mind by the nonsensi- 
cal doctrine of Divine Provi- 
dence. At this moment, putting 
my hand in my pocket, I discov- 
ered that my moncy was lost. 
How to apprize Mr. S— of this 
untoward occurrence I hardly 
knew, as he seemed already out 
of ‘aot on account of missing 
his way. I remarked to him, 
however, that my views of Di- 
vine Providence were such, as 
that I felt perfectly satisfied with 
what had happened, both with 


regard to our missing the way, 


and the loss of the money, on 
which we subordinately depended 
for support during our journey. 

“Have you lost your money 
too?” said Mr. S--, much agi- 
tated. 

“I have, indeed,” said I, “but 
pray be calm. I suppose it must 
have happened when I got into 
the waggon at Keene, for I re- 
member that something caught 
mv clothes at that ume. The 
money was certainly in my pock- 
et when I left the house.” 

“Well, and what are we to do 
without money?” subjoins Mr. 
5--. 

“Had I been grossly negligent 
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respecting the matter,” said J, 
“there would have been cause to 
blame myself; but, as I am con. 
scious this is not the case, if] 
am uneasy and dissatisfied, j; 
will be murmuring against the 
dealings of Divine Providence, 
For if I find fault it must be 
either with human or Divine 
agency: but I blame not you; | 
blame not myself; nor can [| 
blame the Providence of God, 
To whom, then, shall I utter a 
complaint? And where there is 
no just cause of complaint, there 
can be no injury; and if I am not 
injured, all is well. If it be best, 
all things considered, that | 
should recover my money, [ shall 
most certainly have it; if other- 
wise, I think I do not desire it: 
and you know, Mr. S—, that 
these observations are conform. 
able to the sentiments I express- 
ed just now on the road. But 
yet I am not to tempt God by 
negligence. It is undoubtedly 
my duty to try the most proba- 
ble method to regain my lost 
money. Had I not, therefore, 
better pet the landlord’s son to 
ride back to Keene, and make 
inquiry! It is possible some 
honest man may have found it, 
and left it with the tavern keeper 
to be delivered to the right 
owner.” 

“if you ever see that money 
again,’ replied Mr. S—-, “con- 
sidering the number of travellers 
and waggoners, who were there, 
going off in every direction, then 
I will own that Divine Provi- 
dence, aS you cail it, and not 
chance, as I call it, must be the 
restorer.” 

“VV hether I recover my mon- 
ey, or finally lose it,” said I, 
“my views of Divine Providence 
will be the same; for to attribute 
















i812. Universal and Particular Providence. 483 


favorable events to a kind Provi- 
dence, and unfavorable ones to 
chance, or luck, as you call it, 
would be somewhat like believ- 
ing in two Gods, a good and a 
bad, as some Pagans hold. No, 
Sir, there is but one God, who 
in his Providence sunibeti or 
frowns, as seemeth him good: 
and shali not the Judge of ail the 
earth do right? Submission un- 
der all events is, therefore, wise 
and proper for dependent crea- 
tures.” 

“Enough has been said on this 
subject, and too much for our 
profit,’ replied Mr. S—-; “and, 
as our horses have nearly done 
feeding, we must contrive, if 
possible, what*to do. I cannot 
consent to delay our journey, by 
sending back fifteen miles on so 
slender a prospect. As well 
may you expect money to be 
rained from the clouds.” 

At this instant a waggon with 
two persons in it stopped against 
the house. The man came ina 
hurry into the house, and asked 
the landlord for a glass of water, 
as his wife in the waggon was 
taken faint. He took the water 
and hastened back to the relief 
of his wife. She drank and re- 
vived. Qn the man’s returning 
the glass, I recognized his coun- 
tenance, and recojlected that he 
staid at the same tavern with us 
at Keene. I asked him, if he 
had heard of any money’s being 
found at the house where we 
putup. He answered that his 
wife in the waggon had found 
money that morning near the 
house. I then described to him 
the purse, (which was quite a 
singular one,) and mentioned 
that the sum it contained was 
upwards of twenty dollars in sil- 
ver, “The money,” said he, “is 


yours.” He then went to his 
wife and brought it, and, as he 
delivered it, said, “I inquired of 
all the travellers then present, 
and could find’ no owner; but 
said nothing of the matter to the 
landlord, for which I have been 
blaming myself all the way; for 
I ought to have left the money 
with him, as his tavern would be 
the most likely place for the 
loser to inquire: but my doing 
wrong has been the means of 
bringing you your money in the 
most direct way.” I thanked 
him, and he departed. 

I then turned ito Mr. S—, 
and asked him what he thought 
of the various steps of kind 
chance, or good luck, which had 
restored my lost money into 
my hands. “Does blind chance 
lay plans, and concert measures 
to favor me? Must I thank be- 
nevolent chance for Ais, or her, 
or its kindness to. me in this 
instance? Or shall I not rather 
acknowledge the holy Providence 
of God, who controls and directs 
the most minute events!” 

“Tt is time we were going,’ 
said Mr. S—; “I will gladly hear 
you further upon the subject as 
we travel on our way.” We 
then paid our bill and continued 
our journey. 

When seated in the waggon, 
I resumed the subject as follows: 

“You will plgase to observe, 
Mr. S—-, the various links in the 
chain, which were necessary, it 
being the design of Providence 
that I should recover my money. 
The man and his wife, who de- 
livered it to me, must tarry with 
ys at the same tavern, and must 
not set out this morning till af- 
ter us; we must be so engrossed 
in conversation as to ‘take off 
your attention from the road, se 
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that we came four miles out of 
our way; we must stop for re- 
freshment at the very house 
which we have just left; that wo- 
man, or her husband, rather than 
any other out of twenty travellers, 
who were there, must find it; no 
one of the travellers present 
must lay an unrighteous claim 
to it; the wrong road for us must 
be the right road for the man; 
his wife must be faint so as to 
oblige him to stop at the house 
where we were, at the very time 
he did, as in a few moments we 
should have been gone; the man 
must be seen by me, and I must 
recognize his looks, and inquire 
for my money; he must prove an 
honest man, though he had 
brought away the money from 
what he considered as the prop- 
er place to leave it. To these 
circumstances many others 
might be added; and several 
events, some of which would 
have seemed very in:probable, 
have conspired to restore my 
money without delay, expense, 
or great inconvenience. Now, 
Sir, if any one of the above-men- 
tioned particulars had failed, I 
see not the least probability of 
my ever seeing my money again; 
yet I believe there are many 
other ways by which Divine 
Providence could have thus fa- 
vored me, without any miracu- 
lous interposition.” 

“Your trust in Divine Provi- 
dence,” said Mr. S—, “has been 
blessed in a remarkable way; 
but, taking the whole tegether, 
it might be designed as a much 
greater blessing to me than to 
you, by leading me to the a¢- 
knowledgment of a doctrine 
which | have hitherto disputed.” 

The above is substantially the 
story of Mrs. H-—, which I re- 
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lated to you when I saw you last, 

It was not the importance of 
the event, which, aside from the 
visible hand of God, rendered i; 
noticeable. A chain of causes, 
under the directing hand of God, 
may be seen in the production of 
small as well as great events. It 
is as absurd to talk of a general, 
with the exclusion of a particu- 
lar Providence, as to talk of an 
army, with the exclusion of in- 
dividuals. Great things are 
composed of small; nor can we 
form an idea of great events be- 
ing brought about, otherwise 
than by a concurrence of smaller 
events of various grades down to 
such as would appear trifling in 
themselves. Hence many things 
which we are apt to consider as 
unworthy of notice, are, never- 
theless, necessary and important 
to the production of events of 
vast magnitude. Thus a fly may 
enter the lungs and destroy the 
lite of a bloody tyrant, and there- 
by give repose toa long-distress- 
ed empire. 

Ten thousand events, great 
and small, in the vast machinery 
of Divine Providence, are con- 
tinually occurring, and passing 
away, unheeded and unimproved 
by the thoughtless multitude, 
while, at the same time, they 
furnish a continual and inex- 
haustible source of instruction 
and delight to pious and con- 
templative persons, who see the 
hand of God in all his providen- 
tial dealings. In this way, the 
truths of Divine Revelation gain 
an auxiliary support, and confirm 
the faith, hope, and trust of Chris- 
tians. In this way, God is con- 
tinually teaching us to rely with 
confidence on his wise manage 
ment, and not, from a spirit of 
distrust, to confide in our ow? 
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wisdom, or lean to our own un- 
derstandings. In this way we 
may converse with God, whose 
Spirit, Word, amd Providence 
form a triune source of light, 
joy, and,comfort to us while con- 
tinuing in this wilderness. These 
enjoyments are the prelibations 
of that glory which shall hereaf- 
ter be revealed and realized, in 
the consummate bliss of the 
heavenly state. 

I am, my dear son, your affec- 
tionate parent, stedies 


LETTER FROM A CONVERTED IN- 
FIDEL. 


The following letter was written by a 
man, who had been an Infidel, to his for- 
mer minister. Asthe writer had remov- 
ed toa distant part of the country, he felt 
it to be his duty, as appears from this let- 
ter. to thank the gentleman to whom it 
was addressed for his fidelity, and to coun- 


teract, as far as possible, the bad effects of ° 


hisown example A number of expres- 
sions have been altered out of regard to 
perspicuity. Ep. 


May ist, 1810. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 
I pestreE to bless God that I ever 
had an acquaintance with you. | 
was, in my Own opinion, bound 
over to fate; | suppesed myself a 
small part of the grand machine; 
not accountable, because I acted 
through necessity. In my pri- 
vate conferences with you, so 
much candor was used with me, 
in respect to my deistical creed, 
(and this is the only method to 
be taken with a Deist,) as to 
State, that in some fundamental 
principles we must al! agree: 
such as, that there is one great 
first Cause, a state of accounta- 
bility, and of course rewards and 


punishments; and that it is our 
duty to love the Lord our God 
with all our hearts, and our 
neighbor as ourselves. You 
urged these considerations so 
frequently, and rationally, that 
you rather shook my creed, and 
I left M-—-- with more regret 
on your account, than on any 
other person’s; though I had 
many kind friends there. But 
after I removed to this part of 
the country, I contracted an ac- 
quaintance and friendship, with 
some brother Deists, and we as- 
sisted each other, in building up 
this stupid belief; stupid I say, 
for so it seems to me now, to 
make ourselves heathens in a 
Christian jand. Well, my mind 
remained in a state of dormant 
ease, till within about a year; 
when one of my most staunch 
friends, (who had taken much 
pains to make proselytes,) sick- 
ened and died. During the first 
part of his sickness, while he did 
not think himself dangerous, 
he shewed no perturbation of 
mind; but when he began to 
consider himself near to death, 
he renounced his deisticai for 
the Christian belief. This la- 
bored considerably in my mind, 
and brought to my recollection 
your long conversations, and ar- 
guments with me; which, alto- 
gether, shook my faith some- 
what. I still remained, however, 
in a sort of troubled sleep, till 
last February; when one Sunday 
I went a great distance to meet- 
ing, merely to have a sleigh ride. 

A portion of God’s holy word 


sunk to my heart, took hold of 


my mind, and reached the very 
centre of all my unbelief. The 
Divine truths offered, appeared 
perfectly rational, and if they had 
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been prepared and delivered for 
me alone, they could not have 
better applied. I thought I nev- 
er heard such preaching before: 
my tears trickled freely, and my 
chin trembled. I tried to hide 
my emotion, but in vain. This 
was not the power of sympathy, 
for I did not see any other per- 
son affected. 

~The next Sabbath, I was in- 
vited to remain as a spectator to 
the sacrament. But O! how 
shall I describe the horrible state 
of my mind? The people of God 
happy in receiving these symbols 
of the body and blood of Christ, 
the immaculate Savior of man- 
kind, whom I had sighted, des- 
fised, and even persecuted! My 
ceistical self-righteousness, was, 
1 thought, a thin screen. I felt 
myself entirely stripped and 
naked before Almighty God, to 
whom I belonged, and whom I 
had never striven to worship, and 
serve with all my heart; which 
was no more than a reasonable 
service; but onthe contrary, 
whom I had always rebelled 
against. If I had done any thing 
apparently praiseworthy, it was 
on a principle of se/fishness, and 
not for the glory of God. All 
my actions had been strongly 
tinctured with pride and seif- 
righteousness. I was so entirely 
melted down, that I was glad 
when meeting was done, that I 
might give free vent to my grief. 
I cried, even cried truly, to the 
Lord; and he graciously heard 
me, and delivered me in a few 
days from my bondage; took my 
feet from the horrible pit and 
mity clay, and established them, 
Thumbly trust, on the rock of 
ages; and put a new song into 
ny mouth, even redeeming dove 
und evrace throurh a crucified 
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Savior. QO! the matchless Joye 
of the Redeemer. Let others 
unenvied share the glories, hon. 
ors, and riches of this world; | 
court them not; they are poor, 
beggarly elements; I have long 
enough chased after these phan- 
toms. God has blessed me with 
a competency, and this is all | 
ask; unless to bestow in charity. 


‘*Man wants but little here below, 
Nor wants that little long,” 


Our real necessities are few and 
sma} in this world, and then we 
shall go home to eternity. £¢er- 
nity, eternity! thou solemn and 
pleasing sound to the Christian; 
but awful.to the hypocrite and 
unbeliever. I have an earnest 
desire to see my old unbelieving 
friends at M——. I might, a¢ /eas: 
clear the skirts of my garments 
from their blood, whether they 
would hear, or whether they 


_ would forbear. It seems to be 


stupid beyond comparison that | 
could never see any beauties in 
religion before: now, time sicals 
imperceptibly away. If L.amat 
work, or alone, I have the best ol 
company. God is my friend, 
and under the shadow of his 
wings I can take shelter. Every 
thing eventually goes on well. 
If I meet with trouble and aillic- 
tions, God has promised that 
every thing shall work together 
for the good of those who love 
him. My passions, and appetites 
are under the happy control of 
God’s holy word. If I regarded 
present enjoyment only, I would 
not give my religion for all that 
Napoleon, Alexander,and George 
possess. Some persons may 
doubt this; but you will not, if, 
as~I believe, you have the spirt 
of Christ. I used to think relig- 
ion produced a disagreeable me!- 
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ancholy in the mind; but the 
contrary is a fact. I never knew 
what tranquillity of mind was 
before. ; 

The whole creation seems to 
praise our general Benefactor. 
Let the Deist enjoy his callous 
heart, the libertine riot in licen- 
tious pleasures, the worldling 
rise early and sit up late for gain; 
but let me follow thee, O! Divine 
Immanuel, as the humblest of all 
thy blessed retinue; and é¢t is 
enough. I think I am willing to 
be persecuted, to be spit upon, 
or become any thing for thy glo- 
ry. Shed abroad thy dying love 
in my heart, and I ask no more. 
But how-I feel for my brethren 
of the human race, who haugh- 
tily spurn at thy merits, and of- 
fered mercy. Continue to inter- 
cede for them, although they 
will not implore thy clemency. 
Say, Father forgive them, for 
they know not what they do. 

There is nothing more scrip- 
tural, or rational, than that eur 
native pride must be subdued: 
we must become as Jittle chil- 
iren, docile and humble, or we 
shall never fee] entirely depend- 
ent; and unless we do thus feel, 
we can never ascribe all the glory 
to God, andthe Lamb. O! that 
Almighty God would go forth in 
his power through M—, and the 
towns adjacent, conquering that 
proud, philosophizing temper, 
which sears the: conscience a- 
eainst every heavenly impres- 
sion, and chains immortal beings 
down to objects which their 
judgment despises. - Do not be 
(discouraged, my dear Sir, but 
pray fervently, and God will, I 
trust, in his own time, enkindle 
« sacred flame,a genuine revival 
of religion, among your people. 
have written my thoughts as 


they came; perhaps you will 
think me too prolix; but I was 
so full, I could not say less. 

You are at liberty to make 
what use of this letter, or any 
part of it, you please. I expect 
it will excite some derision; but 
no matter on my account. If it 
may be the means of awakening 
one out of his lethargic sleep, or 
strengthening one in the holy 
faith, I should think myself am- 
ply rewarded, though my trouble 
had been a thousand times great- 
er. Yours, with particular res- 
pect, Re 

Rev. Mr. ***, 


RECANTATION OF AN INFIDEL. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


SIR, 


THE following is a copy of a confession 
publiely made before.a church in the 
county of Worcester, (Mass.) in May, 
1811, The names cf the person and place 
are, from motives of delicacy, not men- 
tioned. The copy is exact, with the ex- 
ception of a few trifling alterations not 
affecting the sense. If you think it ealeu- 
lated to aid the best of causes, please to 
insert it in the Panoplist. With great re- 
spect, l am, Sir, yours, &e. *** ***, 


‘‘My friends and fellow mortals, 


Waite reflecting on my past 
experience, I feel desirous of 
laying before you some state- 
ments, which seem worthy of 
the serious consideration both of 
myself and others. Heretofore 
I have been unstable in mind 
With respect to religion; and 
have pursued chiefly the things 
which pertain to this life, casting 
off fear and restraining prayer 
before God; wandering from ob- 
ject to object for relief and com- 
fort, but finding none; particu- 
larly in times when trouble and 
anguish came upon me. 
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“T have been led to reject the 
Bible, as not being the word of 
God, and have given but little 
attention to it when read or 
preached. Infidélity got deep 
hold of my mind; and I was left 
to associate and converse with 
those, who say that at death we 
perish like the beasts; and even 
to join with them in words and 
opinions. his was indeed an 
awful state; but thanks to the 
God of all grace for the opera- 
tions of his Holy Spirit to awaken 
and convince obstinate sinners, 
and to constrain them to cry, 
What must we do to be saved? 
Thanks be ascribed to his ador- 


‘able name, that he has, in sove- 


reign mercy, arrested my atten- 
tion, caused me to see the error 
of my ways, and, as I humbly 
hope, to perceive and love the 
truth as it is in Jesus. 

“T have abundant reason to 
bless the Lord for all his deal- 
ings with me, afflictive as well 
asmerciful. Sometime since he 
was pleased to bring upon me 
great and trying afflictions. I 
found no creature that could give 
me relief and comfort. I went 
to my neglected Bible; and, 
blessed be God, the contents ap- 
peared in a measure new to me. 
I found the Divine word every 
way suited to my case, and per- 
fectly calculated to make me 
happy, if I could only believe 
and apply it. But there was the 
dificulty. I thought I felt a 
spirit of prayer; and soon began 
to reflect upon my past life, and 
to compare it with the spirit and 
requirements of God’s word. 
The reflection and comparison 
brought horror and anguisii upon 
my soul. My conscience con- 
demned me; but I could not con- 
demn or reject the Bible as false 
er unjust. For a number of 
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months I continued in great dis. 
tress. Many afflictions and tria]s 
still attended me; and I felt that 
I justly deserved them all. [| 
appeared to myself one of the 
greatest of sinners. In the meay 
time, the Bible became peculiar. 
ly dear to me; and 1 felt that no 
part of it was to be called in 
question; but that all was to be 
reccived not 2s the word of man, 
but as it is in truth the word of 
God.* 

“In my youth I had good in. 
structions from my _ parents, 
which, alas! I neglected. I now 
call to mind, with shame and 
grief, many pious counsels of my 
honored faiher, which I little re- 
garded at the time when they 
were given. He is gone to be 
here no more. But, in many 
things, though now dead, he vet 
speaketh.t 


* The person who made this con- 
fession has much to say about the 
Biblz. He told the writer of this 
note, that he formerly rejected one 
article of Divine Kevelation after an- 
other, till he rejected the whole, and 
treated it with utter neglect and even 
contempt. He then tried to form 
some scheme of religion for h:mself, 
but could neither make nor find any 
thing that appeared consisten., or in 
the least degree satisfactory. And 
even in the works of creation and 
Providence, he could find no beauty, 
harmony, or consistency. But when 
ls eyes, as we charitably hope, were 
opencd, he found in the Bible a 
scheme wonderfully consistent and 
harmonious; every way worthy of 
God and suited to man. Doctrines 
which he once rejected as mysterious, 
incredible, and useless, now appear 
of the utmost importance. And all 
the works and ways of God, viewed 
in the hght of his word, appear con- 
sistent and glorious, As he once 
greatly despised the Bible, so now he 
seems peculiarly to prize it. 

+ Ihe parents of this man were 
considered as truly pious. The inh- 
delity of his son was asource of great 
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I feel that I have the greatest 
reason to be humble before God, 
who searches the hearts and tries 
the reins of the children of men; 
and before whose bar I, and all 
infidels, must one day appear to 
ceive an account of the deeds 
done in the body, and be judged 
by him the Judge of all. Insen- 
sibility to the presence and au- 
thority of God, was, I think, one 
great cause of my infidelity; as I 
did not fee] myself accountable 
to him for my _ sentiments, 
thoughts, words, and actions. 
Against such insensibility and 
unbelief I hope and pray that 
others may cautiously guard. O 
what manner of persons ought 
we to be, that we may have peace 
of conscience, hope in God, and 
finally receive the approbation 
of our Judge and Redeemer. 

“The holy Scriptures are found 
bv believers to be profitable for 
docivine, for reprroof, for correc- 
tien,and for instruction in right. 
cousness; and their uniform lan- 
guage is, He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned. 

“And now, my Christian friends 


of this church, with deep humil-: 


ity and contrition of soul for my 
sins, and beseeching an interest 
in your prayers, I desire publicly 
to profess my faith in the Lord 
Jesus, and, if it may be, to be re- 
ceived into your Christian com- 
munion and fellowship; and am 


your unworthy friend and ser- 
vant, , pte ys cee, 


grief and trial to the father, who had 
labored much with him, and doubt- 
less prayed earnestly for him. The 
father lived to see, with joy and de- 
light, the son become, as we charita- 
bly hope, a new man, and return like 
the prodigal to his father’s house. 
The father died a short time before 
the son made a public profession of 
religion. 


Vou. IV. 


New Series. 


EXPLANATION OF i COR.1, 14=16. 


As the Scriptures, rightly under- 
stood, are consistent and harmo- 
nious, all apparent inconsisten- 
cies and contradictions may be 
obviated. And it is desirable, 
that, as far as possible, every dif- 
ficulty of this nature should be 
removed from the satred volume. 
With this view I would offer a 
few remarks upon a passage, (1 
Cor. i, 14——16) which has pre- 
sented difficulties to expositors, 
and which, upon the supposition 
that Paul did not baptize any but 
believers, is perfectly contradic- 
tory and irreconcilable. J thank 
God that I bapfitized none of you, 
but Crisfius and Gaius: lest any 
should say, that I baptized in 
mine own name. And I baptized 
also the household of Stefhanas: 
besides, I know not whether I 
I baptized any other. Here he 
positively and solemnly declares, 
that he baptized only two of them, 
or two of the Christian brethren 
at Corinth. And yet he adds, 4nd 
I baptized also the household of 
Stefihanas, Here he expressly de- 
clares, that he baptized others be- 
side Crispus and Gaius, which is 
a palpable contradiction, if the 
household of Stephanas were a- 
mong the believers, whom the 
apostle was addressing; because 
he says I baptized none of you, 
but Crispus and Gaius: and yet 
the household of Stephanas, if 
believers, were of them. Butif 
they were children baptized on 
account of the faith of their par- 
ents, the passage is perfectly 
consistent and natural. I bap- 
tized none of you believers, to 
whom I am now writing, but 
Crispus and Gaius; but | baptiz- 

ed also some children, viz. the 


household of Stephanas 
62 
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Should it be said, that the 
apostle expresses a doubt wheth- 
er he baptized any others; it 
may be replied, that he knew 
that he baptized those, whom 
he mentions. And he also knew, 
because he positively and most 
solemnly declares, that he bap- 
tized only those two of the Co- 
rinthian brethren. And will any, 
who believe that the apostle was 
divinely inspired, pretend, that 
when he solemnly thanked God, 
that he baptized none of them 
but Crispus and Gaius, he did 
not know that he baptized no 
others of them? 

The doubt which he seems to 
express, is introduced immedi- 
ately after the mention of the 
household of Stephanas. And 
he might not know whether he 
baptized any other children, when 
he knew perfectly, that he bap- 
tized no other of the Christian 
believers, whom he was then 
addressing.* Manrkivs. 


* This passage has often appeared 
contradictory, in the opinion of other 
persons beside our correspondent; 
but we apprehend there is a very nat- 
ural construction, which at once frees 
it from all difficulty. According to 
thiseonstruction, the household of Ste- 
phanas forms a part of the same ex- 
ception with Crispus and Gaius, and is 
disjoined from the former part, by a 
parenthesis, which includes the words 
lest any should say, that I baptized in 
onine own name. St. Paul, it is well 
known, frequently uses parentheses; 
and often quite as abruptly as in the 
present instance. If the parenthesis 
be left out, the passage would read 
thus: J thank God, that I baptized 
none of you but Crispus and Gaius; and 


I baptized also the household of Ste-- 


phanas. The word baptized is repeat- 


ed to prevent ambiguity, as the apos-- 


tle had inserted a parenthesis. It 
may be satd, moreover, that if the 
household of Stephanas is a second ex- 
ception, It does not prove the passage 











APRIL, 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
To the Editor of the Panoplist, 
SIR, 

I BELIEVE that comparatively few 
of the American church know the 
importance of sending missions 
to the heathen, or that pecuniary 
assistance is at this time wanted. 
Christians of my acquaintance 
are »not among the richest; yet 


‘they have something to spare in 
y gS Pp 


a glorious cause; and they would 
spare if they had this subject 
placed before them Im a true 
light, and an opportunity offered 
them to contribute. 

I would submit a plan, which, 
though not permanent, will, | 
believe, afford a large sum for 
the present; and if it should, | 
would trust in God for the fy- 
ture. My plan is this: Let min- 
isters mention the subject of 
missions at conferences, church- 


to be contradictory; for it is an inyp. 
riable rule in the construction of all 
writings, that the whole passage shall 
be taken together. If, for instance, a 
writer lays down a general rule, or 
mikes a general assertion, in the 
strongest terms, and afterwards pro. 
ceeds to mention ever so many ex- 
ceptions, it will be understood, that 
he had those exceptions in his mind 
at the time he was making the asser- 
tion; and that he intends that the whole 
passage, taken together, shall give a 
true representation of the subject. 
As to the conjecture of our corres- 
pondent, that chi/dren composed the 
household of Stephanas, it seems to he 
groundless; for, in the same epistle, 
St. Paul asserts, as Macknight ob- 
serves, that the house of Stephanas was 
the first fruits of Achaia, and that they 
had addicted themselves to the mintstr” 
of the saints. It seems, therefore, 
that some, at least, of the members 
of this household were of such an 
age, and possessed of such quilifica- 
tions, as rendered it proper tor them 
10 addéct themselves to the méntstry ¢ 
the saints. En. 
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meetings, and prayer-meetings; 
or at lectures, where those, who 

rofess to love the truth, are 
usually found. Let the import- 
ance of the case be stated, and a 
contribution at the next meeting 
notified; and I believe every 
Christian will give something. 
Though the collection in a single 
church should be small, yet all 
the churches in New England 
would in this way give a hand- 
some sum. I wish this could be 
done immediately. How shall 
we fee] to meet the poor heath- 
ens at the bar of God, if we have 
a price put into our hands to 


give them wisdom, but have no 
heart to it. 

It is a pity that ministers 
should wait for one another, and 
not rather each endeavor to be 
the first, and send what they col- 
lect immediately to those who 
have the direction of Foreign 
Missions. 

If any other plan is found to 
be preferable, I shall acquiesce; 
submitting the cause to God, and 
praying that all his children may 
be united in efforts to promote 
the happiness of their fellow 
men. 

A FRIEND To THE HEATHEN, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


SiR, 
As the American Public are be- 
ginning to feel a lively and in- 
creasing interest in the evangel- 
ical exertions which are making 
in Asia, it may perhaps be grat- 
ifying to some of your readers to 
be made more acquainted with 
the scene and history of these 
transactions. Having had access 
to authentic documents, and tak- 
en considerable pains to ascertain 
facts with precision, I am willing 
to attempt a sketch of the mem- 
orable account. TThisI purpose 
to do in severa] successive Num- 
bers, under the title of EvaANGEL- 
icAL Exertions in Asta. The 
first, a mere preliminary Num- 
ber, will offer a few scraps rela- 
tive to the inhabitants and man- 
ners of Hindostan. The second 
wil contain some account of the 
Syrian Christians in Malabar and 
l'ravancore, together with a brief 
sketch of the Danish Mission on 
‘he Coromandel coast. The third 


‘will give an outline of the histo- 


ry of the Baptist Mission in Ben- 
gal, with a statement of the pres- 
ent number of Protestant Mis- 
sionaries in the East. The fourth 
will contain a history of the 
Translations of the Scriptures 
into the Languages of Asia. The 
fifth will exhibit a Catalogue of 
the Translations, in the order in 
which they were undertaken, 
with the date and progress of 
each, and the regions for which 
they are severally intended. 

It may shorten the marginal 
references to state, that the au- 
thorities quoted in these Num- 
bers are the following: 

Dr. Buchanan’s Christian Re- 
searches in Asia, (preceded by 
three Sermons.) Boston: 8. T. 
Armstrong. 1811. 

Dr. Buchanan’s Memoir on 
the expediency of an Ecclesias- 
tical Establishment for British 
India. American Edition. Cam- 
bridge: Hilliard & Metcalf. 
18il. | 
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Dr. Buchanan’s “Star in the 
East.” American Edition. Smith 
& Maxwell. 1809. 

Baptist Periodical Accounts. 

Brief Narrative of the Baptist 
Mission in India, by Dr. Fuller. 
American Edition; with an Ap- 
pendix by Mr. Johns. Boston: 
Lincoln & Edmands. 

Rees’ Cyclopedia. American 
Edition. 

Edinburgh Review. American 
Edition. 

Quarterly Review. American 
Edition. 

Mavor’s Universal History. 
American Edition. New York: 
Y. Collins & Son. 1804. 

Memoirs of Samuel Pearce. 
American Edition. Boston: 
Manning & Loring. 1801. 

The Christian Observer. <A- 
merican Edition. 

The Theological Magazine: 
(published in New York.) 
_New York Missionary Maga- 
zine. 

Connecticut Evangelical Mag- 
azine. 

Massachusetts Baptist Mis- 
Sionary Magazine. 

The Panoplist. M. B. No ac- 
count is made of the Vew. Series, 
commencing with the union of 
the Panoplist and Missionary 
Magazine. Vol. I, II, III, IV of 
the New Series are réferred to 
as being Vol. IV, V, VI, VII of 
the Panoplist. 

Mr. John’s Sermon preached 
at Salem, Jan. 26, 1812; with an 
Appendix and Notes. Boston: 
Lincoln & Edmands. 

Morse’s Geography. 
Edition. 


Fifth 


ONESIMUS. 


Apri, 


EVANGELICAL EXxERTIONS jy 
ASIA. 


No. I. 
(Preliminary Number.) 


Containing a few scraps relative 
to the inhabitants and manners 
of Hindostan. 


Ir is probable that the Hindoos 
were once a civilized people, in 
that sense in which the ancient 
Chaldeans and Egyptians were, 
with whom they had free inter- 
course fora period of twelve hun- 
dred years. By means of revolu- 
tions and the oppression of their 
invaders, they have, like the 
Egyptians, degenerated to a state 
further removed, by several de- 
grees, from the refinement of 
Christian nations. Their man- 
ners, however, are on the whole 
so far the same, that he who lives 
with Hindoos of the present day, 
is, in a sense, living with the 
Hindoos in the days of Alexan- 
der. Indeed as the more inm- 
proved nations of Asia have at 
all times resembled each other, 
in manners, government, arts; 
&c, the man that lives with Hin- 
doos of the present day, is living 
with Babylonians in the time of 
Cyrus, with Persians in the time 
of Xerxes, and I may add, with 
Egyptians in the time of both. 
The modern labors of Chris- 
tian Missionaries have helped 
materially to lay open the secrets 
of that world, which the unsocial 
nature of the Brahminical super- 
stition had for many ages con- 
cealed from the nations of Eu- 
rope. Of all men missionaries 
have the best opportunity to 
bring forth to light the manners 
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of that secluded people. The 
houses of the Hindoos are shut 
against Europeans in general, 
who may spend half their lives 
in India, and know little more 
about the inhabitants than they 
learn from seeing them walking 
the’strects, or laboring in the 
field. If they hire Pundits, pro- 
fessed instructors, or employ na- 
tive servants, the information to 
be thus gained is scanty, and of- 
ten deceptive. But missionaries 
associate with the people; they 
wind themselves into their 
confidence; they are sometimes 
admitted to their houses; and in 
the relations which they give, 
they go into a minuteness of de- 
tail that can be found in no other 
accounts.* 

Hindostan, or India on this 
side the Ganges, is peopled by 
various Natious, the principal of 
which are the Hindoos, or an- 
cient inhabitants, and the Moguls 
or Moors, descendants of the 
Tatars, who, under Tameriane, 
in the year 1398, reduced the 
country to theirdominion. The 
generality of the former are pa- 
gans; the latter, together with 
many Hiindoos who after the 
country was conquered by Manh- 
mood, A. D. 1000, were convert- 
ed to Islamism, are Mahome- 
tans.t 

The Moguls, a name which in 
the Indian language signifies 
white, are in complexion olive, 
and in features much lke Euro- 
peans. Their women are beau- 
tiful. The Hindoos, who are 
by far the most. numerous, (be- 
ing, as some say, a hundred to 


* Mem. p. 84, 89. Ed. R. No. 30. 
p. 327—329. 

T R’s Cyc. under Bengal. Mavor’s 
U. H. vol. xii. p. 36. B. P. A. vol, i. 
Pp. 59. Note. Q.R.No. 1.185. 


one,) are dark brown, and some 
of them approaching to yellow: 
their hair black and uncurled; 
their noses and lips like those of 
Luropeans; their eyes black; 
their features generally good; 
their persons slender, weakly, 
somewhat less than the English, 
but well made, and without the 
offensive odor which distin- 
guishes the Africans. Their 
hues are various. Most of those 
who are subject to hard labor un- 
der a vertical sun‘are nearly as 
black as Africans: Others whose 
cast has for many ages exempted 
them from servile employment, 
are almost as white as English 
gypsies, and if dressed like Eu- 
ropeans, would not be distin- 
guished from natives of the South 
of France. 

‘The Mahometans shave all the 
hair from the crown, and many of 
them from the whole head, which 
they adorn with muslin turbans. 
The Hindoo men leave a small 
quantity upon the crown, which 
is platted into a tail, or tied in a 
bunch on the top. Women of 
the lower order, (those of higher 
rank are. seldom seen,) go with 
their heads bare and their hair 
turned up behind.} 

In the hot season, laboring 
Hindoo men wear no other cloth- 
ing than a piece of linen wrap- 
ped or tied round the waist. In 
cold weather, they throw a cot- 
ton cloth over their shoulders, in 
the morning and evening, which 
at noon often serves them for a 
turban. The turban is the Mus- 
sulman’s dress, as are also the 
jamma, (made of fine cotton, in 
the form of a coat and petticoat,) 
the jacket, breeches, shawls, and 


+ R's Cyc. under Bengal, B. P. A 
Ps 337, 338, 335, 386. | 
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some other articles. Many Hin- 
doos use the Mahometan dress, 
and some poor Mahometans the 
Hindoo. The dress of the wo- 
men is somewhat different. The 
cloth is wrapped round the waist; 
one end of it hangs down like a 
petticoat, the other is thrown 
over the shoulders. Besides gold 
bodkins in their hair, the richer 
sort wear silver necklaces, silver 
bands round their arms and an- 
cles, gold and silver rings in 
their ears, andon their fingers 
and toes; and in the cartilage of 
the nose a gold ring reaching 
down to the mouth. The poor 
use similar ornaments made of 
brass. The men who wear shoes, 
or rather slippers, take them off 
in the presence of superiors, as 
we do our hats.* 

The house of a Hindoo con- 
sists of four buildings, placed on 
the four sides of a square, into 
which all the doors open. One 
building is for the women; one 
for servants, visitors, kc; one for 
a cooking house; and one fora 
cow house, and other menial 
uses. The size and materials 
differ according to the circum- 
stances of the owners: some are 
of brick; but the greater part are 
built of mud, straw, or mat. The 
floors are earthen, raised two or 
three feet above the level; the 
roofs are ten or twelve feet high, 
thatched with long grass. The 
houses have only a ground floor, 
and in short are nothing better 
than wretched, filthy hovels. 

The furniture is still worse. 
The inventory consists of a 
coarse unglazed earthen pot for 
cooking, standing like a tripod 
upon three bricks, that serve in 


*R’s Cyc. under Benga}. B. P. A. 


vol. i. p. 584—S86, 


the room of legs; a large jug of 
the same ware, used for a water. 
pail; a small brass vessel for a 
milk-pan; a tobacco pipe; an 
earthen lamp in the shape of an 
oyster-shell; a strip of sackcloth 
with a pillow stuffed with cotton, 
for a bed; and sometimes a wood. 
en mortar, which turned upside 
down answers fora stool. The 
common people have no other 
furniture, and many of them not 
so much. Those whoarea little 
more inclined to luxury, add to 
the catalogue a coarse bamboo 
bedstead. Some-have a metal 
dish to eat out of, but much the 
greater number content them- 
selves with a plantain leaf, or a 
leaf of water-lily. The cook- 
ing pot used by the rich is of 
brass; and they have, moreover, 
a vessel of the same metal to 
wash their ‘feet and hands in. 
The Mussulmans have pots of 
copper, in which they wash, and 
out of which they drink. The 
Hindoos always take up liquids 
in their hands, a practice at which 
they are very expert, and which 
the baptized generally persist in 
even at the table of the Mission- 
aries.t ® 

The chief article of their food 
is rice; besides which they eat 
nothing but vegetables and milk, 
their doctrine of transmigration 
forbidding the use of any thing 
that has had life. Their bever- 
age is pure water.{ Notwith- 
standing this temperance, the 
span of human life is very short. 
They marry young, (the contract 
being generally made by parents 
even in infancy,) and few reach 
the summit of old age. The 
man who spends thirty years in 


7 BP. A. vol. i. p, 382—384. vol. iii. 
p- 192. +¢R’s Cyc. under Bengal. 
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Hindostan, will see “two or three 
generations pass away. * 

As each family pursue the 
occupation of their ancestors, the 
artisans of every sort have attain- 
ed to a surprising degree of in- 
genuity, and some of the mer- 
chants are very expert in trade. 
A few are intelligent, and those 
who have been brought up among 
Europeans, have acquired some 
scanty ideas of civility and gen- 


eral knowledge; but the bulk of . 


the people from Cape Comorin 
to Thibet are far from being im- 
proved ‘Go into a village with- 
in five miles of Calcutta,” says 
Dr. Buchanan, “and you will find 
an ignorance of letters and of the 
world, an intellectual debility, a 
wretchedness of living, and a 
barbarism of appearance, which, 
by every account, (making allow- 
ance for our regular government, 
and plentiful country,) are not 
surpassed among the natives in 
the interior of Africa, or back 
settlements of America ’’t 

Most of the people are poor, 
but some of the merchants are 
very rich. The immediate ten- 
ants of the soil, who are the hus- 
bandmen, are called ryots, and 
are generally poor. Among the 
Zemindars, who are a higher‘or- 
der, the country is divided in 
large but unequal shares, some- 
times comprehending whole dis- 
tricts or provinces. These no- 
bles exercise superintendance 
and even jurisdiction over the 
ryots, and receive from them a 
part of the produce of the lands, 
a portion of which they pay in 
their turn to the prince, who is 
considered the owner of the soil. 


*Ch. Res. p. 242, 243. B. P. A, 
vol. i. 338. 
tMem. p. 84—86. R’s Cye. ut 


supra, 


The tenure, however, of the Ze- 
mindar and the ryot is hereditary, 
and is alienable. Throughout a 
considerable portion of the coun- 
try, especially in those parts 
where the texture of Hindoo so- 
ciety has been least broken by 
the influence of strangers, the 
inhabitants of a village possess 
the landsin common. The crops 
are divided in the field after they 
are cut; the portions of the Ze- 
mindar and the Priest are set 
aside; the rest is parcelled out, 
according to a fixed proportion, 
among the carpenter, the smith, 
the shoe-maker, &c, who in their 
respective callings pay services 
to the ryot and to each other.} 
The moral state of the Ma- 
hometans is deplorable, but that 
of the Hindoos is even worse. 
They who have had the best op- 
portunity to know them concur 
in affirming, that the Hindoos 
possess neither charity, grati- 
tude, honesty, norhonor. They 
have been called gentle; they 
are not indeed ferocious like 
more vigorous nations; but their 
gentleness is apathy. They are 
indolent, timid, servile; they are 
vindictive and cruel to animals 
and to each other; they are las- 
Civious, avaricious, dishonest, 


crafty, perfidious; they are a na- 


tion of thieves and liars, and car- 
ry their system of treachery fur- 
ther, perhaps, than any other 
people. These charges are not 
lightly made; the margin fur- 
nishes full authority for the lib- 
eral application of every epi- 
thet.|| 


¢ Ed. R. No. 30. p. 337—344. R’s 
Cyc. ut supra. 

| Mem. p. 36, 37, 38, 49 Note, 88, 
89. B. P. A. vol. i. p. 138, 142, Iol, 
230, 231, 485. R’s Cyc. ut supra. 
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The Sacred Books of the Brahe 
mins teach that there is one eter- 
nal, incomprehensible God, call- 
ed Brahm, who is too remote 
from men to be an object of wor- 
ship; that the first created beings 
were the persons of the Hindoo 
Triad, viz, Brahma, Vishnoo, and 
Iswara or Siva. The first is the 
Creator, the second the Preser- 
ver, the third the Destroyer. 
The first rational beings created 
by Brahma, were the seven Rishi 
or patriarchs, and their wives. 
In the person of the eighth Ri- 
shi, Brahma himself became in- 
carnate, and Vishnoo and Iswara 


were both incarnated as sons of 


his wife Aditi. The four casts 


spring from different parts of 


Brahma’s body, and have been 


since multiplied by intermix- 
ture. They have numerous oth- 
er Gods and Goddesses.  In- 


stead of calling their deified 
heroes and philosophers  sovs 
of their deities, as the Grecians 
did, they, more conformably to 
their notions*of transmigration, 
honored them as Gods incarnate. 
According to the legends of that 
superstition there have been no 
less than nine incaraations of 
Vishnoo, the Preserver; in one 
of which he appeared in the per- 
son of Crisna, in another in the 
person of Boodha.* 

The Sacred Books of the Brah- 
mins which are Jocked up from 
the common people in the Shan- 
scrit language, are numerous. 
As until lately no Europeans 
were acquainted with that lan- 
gruage, and the Pundits who kept 
the sacred library, denied all ac- 
cess and information to strangers, 
little was known respecting these 
books till within a icw years. It 


*Ed. R. No. 29. p. 171. No. 34, 


+. aAeec QF , _ re > 
320—3522. R’s Cre, univer Boo 
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is no wonder then that some con. 
fusion and contradiction should 
have entered into the accounts 
which have been given of them. 
So far as the compiler can pick 
out the truth from the confusions 
of names and descriptions, the 
following appears to be, so far 
as It goes, a correct statement. 
There is a work denominated 
the Vedam, consisting of four 
books, called the Vedas. The 
first book treats of the science of 
divination, the second of religious 
and moral duties, the third of 
rites and ceremonies, the fourth 
of theology and metaphysical 
philosophy. This book con- 
tains also the charter of the 
rights of the priesthood. It is 
supposed to have been delivered 
to Brahma by the Supreme God, 
and is said to be the foundation 
of all the other books. Besides 
this, according to some, there is 
a book emphatically styled the 
Shaster, which, as it contains the 
moral and ceremonial law of the 
Hindoos, and is that, on which 
their practice is chiefly founded, 
is generally appealed to as their 
Bible. The Puran, consisting 
of eighteen books called the Pu- 
ranas, contains a history, suppo- 
sed to be inspired, explanatory 
of the other scriptures. In the 
Puranas, as in the Sibylline books 
of Rome, some prophecies of the 
Old Testament are recorded; 
other parts appear to be borrow- 
ed from the history of Christ 
Some writers make the Puranas 
distinct from the Shasters; others 
comprehend them under that 
name, while they make all the 
Shasters distinct from the Vedas; 
others call the Vedas the fovt 
Shasters. Dr. Buchanan abe 
Dr. Carey, who must be regare: 
ed asthe best authorities, appe 
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uniformly to comprehend under 
the general name of Shasters 
all the sacred books. Shaster 
is a general name applied to 
4 book which treats of relig- 
ion and the sciences. Those 
who divide the sacred books into 
the Vedas and the Shasters, (a 
distinction which is still made,) 
tell us that there are many Shas- 
ters, the chief of which are the 
Bedang, which is held sacred in 
the Southern provinces, and the 
Neadirsen, in seven volumes, 
which is revered in the North. 
The Shasters, in the sense in 
which Dr. Buchanan and Dr. 
Carey use the word, consist of 
many volumes on various sub- 
jects. The College of Fort Wil- 
liam have recommended that 
those patts which have a moral 
tendency, or illustrate any im- 
portant facts relative to Eastern 
history or science, should be 
published with an English trans- 
lation. 

There are numerous treatises 
in the Shanscrit language on the 
religion, jurisprudence, arts and 
sciences of the Hindoos. The 
Mahabbarat is a lyric poem. 
The Surya Siddhanta, found at 
Benares, contains the principles 
of the whole Indian astronomy, 
with a system of trigonometry 
founded on geometrical theo- 
rems unknown to the Greeks, 
but well known to the moderns. 
{t claims to be a Divine revela- 
tion made towards the close of 
the first of the four ages, more 
than two millions of years ago. 
It appears to have been written 
A. D. 1068. 

Sir William Jones, who in Jan- 
nary 1784 instituted the Asiatic 
Society, took the lead in laying 
open the mines of Shanscrit lit- 
erature. Since the year i801 the 

Vou. IV. New Series. 


study of that language has been 
assiduously pursued in the Col- 
lege of Fort William. The 
whole Library of Shanscrit liter- 
ature is now accessible to the 
Coliege. The Pundits who late- 
ly denied access to their sacred 
books, have thrown the doors 
wide open, and now vie with each 
other in furnishing all the infor- 
mation that is wished. A num- 
ber of orieatal scholars have vis- 
ited Benares, the fountain of Hin- 
doo learning and religion, and 
examined the great Shanscrit Li- 
brary. Capt. Wilford has resid- 
ed these many years, in the soci- 
ety of the Brahmins, devoting 
himself wholly to researches into 
Hindoo mythology, and Eastern 
history. From his examination 
it appears, that prophecies of the 
OldTestament respecting Christ 
are recorded in the Puranas; that 
the rumor of the universal do- 
minion of Messiah had alarmed 
the Emperors of the East as 
well as the Emperors of Rome; 
and that holy men journeyed 
from the East, directed by a mi- 
raculous star, to see the heavenly 
child. He discovered in many 
of the Shanscrit writings “partic- 
ulars of the advent, birth, life, 
miracles, death, resurrection, 
and ascension of our Savior.’’ 
The oldest writings have not 
probably been examined; none 
have yet been found as ancient 
as the poem of Homer.* 

The dispute respecting the 
antiquity of these books, and of 
the Brahmins, involves two ques- 


*R’s Cyc, under Brachmans, Be. 
nares, Calcutta. Mem. p. 43, 44, 45, 
46, 68, 73, 74, 88, 89, 92. B. P. A, 
vol. i. p. 18, 129, 130, 191, 199, 223, 
299, 476. Q KR. No. 1. p. 183. Kd. 
R. No. 29. p. 103. No, 32. p. g88, 
389 
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tions: First, whether the Brah- 
mins are the descendants of the 
Braclmans, the ancient philoso- 
phers of India; Secondly, wheth- 
er the religion of Brahma or that 
of Boodha, (which now prevails 
in all the countries between Ben- 
gal and China, and in Ceylon,) 
was the ancient religion of Hin- 
dostan. I will state the two dif- 
ferent opinions. 

First Opinion. In the first 
ages the Gods of India were the 
same as those of Egypt, and the 
division of Cast obtained in both 
countries. The Indians wor- 
shipped Iswara or Siva, who was 
the Osiris of Egypt, and the Bac- 
chus of Greece. In process of 
time, Heri-Crisna, chief of the 
Surasena, (worshipped after- 
wards in Greece under the name 
of Hercules,) conquered the 
erreater part of Hindostan, and 
introduced the worship of Vish- 
noo, the Grecian Jupiter. Cris- 
na claimed divine honors, and in 
his life time was deified as an in- 
carnation and representative of 
Vishnoo. The war attendant-on 
this revolution, which terminat- 
ed the third age mentioned in the 
Hindoo books, is the war that is 
celebrated in the Mahabbarat. 
The mountaineers who were not 
subdued, persisted, and still per- 
sist in the worship of Iswara; but 
the people of the plains have ever 
since bowed the knee to Vishnoo, 
and to his representative Crisna 
who in the lapse of time sup- 
planted, to a certain degree, the 
worship of Vishnoo. Anadher- 
ent of Crisna, in the life time 
of that prince, compiled and 
probably composed the Vedas, 
and wrote the Puranas, of which 
the present Puranas are only an 
abstract. The Mahabbarat was 
written in the same age. These 
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books are as ancient as the Gre. 
cian Hercules. Boodha, the phi- 
losopher who founded the sect of 
Boodhas, was king of Oude, the 
20th in succession from his an- 
cestor who was contemporary 
with Crisna. Those Brachmans 
who adopted the worship of Vish- 
noo and Crisna, were the ances- 
tors of the present Brahmins, 
whose system of course is more 
ancient than that of Boodha. 
Clemens Alexandrinus is the 
first of the Western writers who 
mentions Boodha: but the Cast, 
which the Boodhas reject, was 
known in Hindostan when that 
country was invaded by Alexan- 
der. The worship of Boodha 
never supplanted the Brahmini- 
cal system in Hindostan.* 

Second Opinion. Boodha was 
the founder of the sect of Gym- 
nosophists, of which the oP ns 
Brahmins were a branch. Wheth- 
er he was Noah, or Sesostris, 
who is said to have conquered 
India- about 1000 years before 
Christ; whether he lived at 
Boodha Gaya in Bengal, or was 
king of Oude; he is thought to 
have been the same as the Fohi 
of China, of whom the Chinese 
tradition is that he was born in 
Cashmire, at a time in their 
chronology which has been re- 
duced to the year before Christ 
1027. 

The system of Boodha con- 
tained the doctrine of transmi- 
gration, and of course forbade 
the killing of animals; but it 
knew nothing of the Cast, an in- 
novation which his followers to 
this day reject, as they do the 
authority of the Vedas. The 
Vedas, as they mention Boodha, 


* Ed. R. No. 29, p. 169---172. No. 34. 
p. $16---320, 
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must have been written after his 
time. 

Boodha was the ancient Deity 
of the Gymnosophists and of all 
Indias as he is now of the coun- 
tries beyond the Ganges, and of 
ail Ceylon. The native region 
of this superstition was Hindos- 
tan. 

Some time before the com- 
mencement of the Christian era, 
perhaps when Cambyses perse- 
cuted the Egyptian priests, a 
colony emigrated from Egypt, 
and settled in the neighborhood 
of Bombay, carrying with them 
the Egyptian doctrine of the 
Casts. It is probable that Brah- 
ma was the sophist who invent- 
ed the casts in Egypt, and for 
that service was deified by the 
grateful priesthood. These stran- 
gers ingraited the Egyptian my- 
thology upon the ‘dogmas of 
Boodha, retaining, and mon- 
strously aggravating most of the 
iegends and notions of the old 
religion, and introducing many 
innovations for the purpose of 
extending their power. The 
chief innovation, and the grand 
support of the whole system of 
Brahminism, was the institution 
of the four original Casts, of 
which their own was supreme, 
and that of the monarchs only 
second, They asserted that this 
institution was of Divine author- 
ity, and that the four classes of 
men, as distinct species, sprung 
from different parts of Brahma’s 
body. Their own cast possessed 
innate and hereditary sanctity, 
and the exclusive right of culti- 
vating and teaching science, and 
even of reading the sacred books. 
This system, the most artful 
that ever the perfidious craft of 
ambitious men invented to en- 
trench themselves in power, and 


to enslave a nation, secured to 
them the right of deciding 
how much the people should 
know, and what they should re- 
ceive as Divine law. It consti- 
tuted them for ever the priests, 
the philosophers, and the sole 
instructors of the nation.* The 
Vedas, the Shasters, &c. in which 
these institutes and dogmas are 
contained, were written after the 
intrusion of these strangers. The 
Brahmins took care to destroy 
all the records of _Boodha on 
which they could lay their hands. 
About the time of Christ this 
new sect began to acquire ascen- 
dency in Hindostan. They had 
gained access to the court of the 
great Rajah, but had not yet 
prevailed on him to change his 
religion. The Boodhas were 
still the ruling party in Bengal. 
In process of time the new re- 
ligion supplanted the old through 
the whole country on this side 
ofthe Ganges. But the triumph 
was gradual. In Cashmire the 
Brahmins did not prevail till the 
fourth century, at which time 
they burned all the temples of 
Boodha in that kingdom. Their 
triumph in Guzerat was as late as 
the eleventh, and in the Deccan 
not earlier than the twelfth cen- 
tury. Since that time they have 
spread themselves in considera- 
ble numbers through the coun- 
tries now included in the Birman 
Empire. _ They do not, however, 
interfere with the religion of the 


* The more effectually to engross 
all knowledge, and with it all power, 
to themselves, their descendants have 
taught that it is a crime to mstruct a 
Sooder, (one whois not of their tribe, ) 
that he ts an inferior species of being, 
who is doomed, at the next transmi- 
gration of souls, to animate the body 
of a monkey or a jackal, 











-*. 








500 Inhabitants and Manners of Hindostazi. Arnrit, 


Birmans; but spend their time 
about the court and the houses 
of the great, where like the an- 
cient Chaldeans they are revered 
as wis€é men and soothsayers.* 
Whichever of these opinions 
is right, the modern Brahmins 
certainly claim, and their books 
allow them,greater antiquity than 
Moses ascribes to the world; of 
course they claim identity with 
the ancient Brahmins so often 
mentioned by Greek and Roman 
writers. The persons of Brah- 
mins are sacred and not liable to 
suffer for the most heinous 
crimes, no punishment being 
sufficient to explate the offence 
of occasioning the death of one 
of the holy fraternity. Their 
sovereigns are bound to follow 
their advice, and submit to their 
admonitions and censures. Brah- 
mins have been known to depose 
kings and put them to death. 
They claim authority to fine 
those of other casts for ever 
trivial offence, and though the 
English government, which re- 
strains them from every measure 
deemed prejudicial to the state, 
has forbidden this oppression in 
British India, the practice still 
continues; for the superstitious 
veneration of the people, and 
their dread of the curse of the 
Brahmins, which they account 
fatal, will not allow them to com- 
plain to the courts. The distin- 
guishing badge of a Brahmin is 
a small cord, hung on the left 
shoulder, and descending low on 
the right side. They are invest- 
ed with this at an early age, and 
wear it at all times as an essen- 
tial article of their dress. Their 
ministerial function consists in 


* R’s Cyc. under Boodh and 
Brachmans, Ed. R. No. 29, 109, 170. 
Mem. 86. B.P.A. vol.j, p. 18. 


praying with the people, presiq. 
ing in all religious soleninities, 
and reading their law. They 
May not instruct Sooders, but 
they educate the youth of their 
Own tribe, and bring them for. 
ward by various gradations ¢o 
the priestly office. They teach 
them reading, writing, and arith. 
metic, as well as the principles 
of their religion. Brahmins chief. 
ly engross the offices of secreta- 
ries, counsellors, and ambassa. 
dors of their sovereigns. ‘They 
act also as merchants, physicians, 
money-lenders, clerks, writers, 
and in other inferior and servile 
offices. For the support of this 
tribe kings assign the revenues 
of certain villages, (a practice 
which the English government 
continues,) and the people also 
pay them contributions. They 
command all the revenues with 
which princes, and the zeal of 
pilgrims and devotees, have en- 
dowed their pagodas. Some 
Brahmins are supported by he- 
reditary lands granted to a fami- 
ly, or attached to a temple, and 
pass their time In passive ignor- 
ance without concern about pub- 
lic affairs. No less than 500 are 
said to attend the single temple 
of Juggernaut. Brahmins having 
no endowment engage in lay 
offices. Others seek a religious 
character, and prosecute studies 
at some of the Hindoo schools, 
of which they have a great num- 
ber. These are in general sup- 
ported by the contributions of 
the students, or by public alms. 
The chief of the schools are Be- 
nares, Nuddeea, and Ougein. 
Benares has acquired a higher 
celebrity for general learning 
than the other schools. 

This tribe have several] orders 
among them. The learned Brah- 
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mins constitute two classes. The 
first belong to the priesthood; 
the second are professors of the 
different systems of theology. 
There are several other classes 
whose chief business is to in- 
struct youth in points relating to 

ublic worship, and solemn fes- 
tivals. The Brahmins are divid- 
ed into cifferent casts, of which 
the Koolin Brahmins, who claim 
the privilege of marrying a hun- 
dred wives, are accounted the 
purest and most sacred. Brab- 
mins of one province often differ 
in their creed and customs from 
those of another. Of the chief 
Brahmins lately employed in the 
College of Fort William, there 
were few, (not being of the same 
district,) who gave the same ac- 
count of their faith, or referred 
to the same books: and so much 
did the opinions of some of them 
differ, that they would neither 
worship nor eat together. There 
is no such thing as a hierarchy of 
Brahminical faith, fixed by cer- 
tain tenets, and guided by an in- 
fallible head. They have no ec- 
clesiastical polity, church gov- 
erment, synods, or assemblies. 
A Brahmin of Nuddeca acknowl- 
edges no jurisdiction of a Brah- 
min of Benares,or any other Brah- 
min in Hindostan. ‘The Brah- 
minical system is purely repub+ 
lican, or rather anarchical. If 
point of learning the Brahmins 
are much inferior to the ancient 
Brachmans. With the exception 
of a few learned men, they are 
extremely ignorant. The great- 
est proportion are not able to 
read their sacred books.. Many 
have never seen them, and know 
not the difference between a 
Shaster and a Shanscrit gram- 
mar. Their ignorance of writing 
and of the geography of the 


country is so great, that there is 
no general communication among 
them, political or religious * 
Cast is a Portuguese word. 
Jati, the Indian term, signifies a 
genus or kind. The different 
casts, therefore, are considered 
as so many different genera of 
human animals, and itis believ- 
ed that the different forms of 
worship and habits of life ob- 
served by each are as necessari- 
ly adapted to each, as grass is to 
the support of cattle, and flesh 
to beasts of prey. Originally 
there were four casts, which 
sprung from different parts of 
Brahma’s body, and from such 
parts as to establish their differ- 
ent rank. The first were wor- 
shippers, or theologians,—the 
Brahmins themselves; the se- 
cond were kings and soldiers; 
the third were merchants,and 
husbandmen; the fourth were 
mechanics and servants. This 
distribution was of remote anti- 
quity, as it is mentioned in the 
Mahabbarat, one of the most an- 
cient of their sacred books. Only 


two of the original casts remain, 


the first and the last, the Brah- 
mins and the Sooders, the other 
two having been extinct longer 
than the worid, according to the 
Mosaic chronology, has existed. 
In process of time the original 
distinction extended to a subdi- 
Vision of employments. There 
are now reckoned to be about a 
hundred different casts, all which 
come wader the general denom- 
inations of Brahmins and Soo- 
ders. Subdivision has been add- 
ed to subdivision. The lowest 


* R.’s Cyc, under Brachmans. 
Mem. p. 31, 62, 46, 86, $7. B. P. A. 
vol. i, p. 150, 131, 142, 22%, 386, 484, 
435. Ch. Ob. vol. x, p. 61. Ms Geb. 
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cast of Sooders, for instance, ad- 
mits of many subordinate class- 
€s, as mat-makers, shoe-makers, 
bird and snake-catchers, kc. A 
number of families of the same 
rank and profession constitute a 
cast. The casts are disting uish- 
ed by some peculiar mark worn 
on the forehead. As a member 
of one cast can never change 
his own for another, the station 
and profession of every individu- 
al are unalterably fixed. Andas 
the cast is hereditary each per- 
son adheres invariably to the oc- 
cupation of his forefathers. 
From generation to generation 
the same family have followed, 
and will always follow, the same 
business, and hold the same 
rank, a circumstance which, 
while it suppresses every aspir- 
ing aim, has greatly contributed 
to perfect the ingenuity of In- 
dian artisans. ‘The Brahmins, 
however, have taken care to re- 
serve to themselves the right of 
descending to secular employ- 
ments, and even to those which 
are menial. 

The distinction of the cast “is 
now interwoven with every cir- 
cumstance” of life. One cast 
niay not intermarry, nor even eat 
or drink with another. As the 
distinction is viewed to be of Di- 
vine appointment, and adherence 
to their cast a matter of religion, 
the-casts become so many relig- 
jous sects,resembling those which 
existin theChristian world. Ifone 
eats or drinks, or intermarries 
with another cast, he is at once 
excommunicated, (which is call- 
ed losing cast;) and from that 
time his nearest relations aban- 
don him for ever; none of the 
cast will marry his children; his 
wife, children, and relations, 
though they disown him, often 


lose cast on his account; and the 
meanest Hindoo of any cast wil] 
not eat, drink, nor converse with 
him, nor do any office for him, 
None of the different orders of 
mechanics will serve hin, not 
even the lowest barber wil] 
shave his head. And without a 
large fee to the Brahmins he 
can never recover his former 
standing. By this means he may 
generally be restored, but not 
always. Dr. Carey mentions the 
case of aman who had Jost cast, 
by means of a woman in his fam. 
ily, who, while the Mahometans 
had possession of the province, 
had been compelied to live with 
a Mussulman. He offered 10,000). 
sterling for the recovery of his 
cast, but could not regain it. Maj. 
Scott Waring mentions anoth- 
er case. In the year 1766, Lord 
Clive, then governor general of 
India, and Mr.Verelst, “employ- 
ed the whole influence of goy- 
ernment to restore a Hindoo to 
his cast, who had forfeited it, 
not by any neglect of his own, 
but by having been compelled, 
by a most unpardonable act of 
violence, to swallow a drop of 
cow broth. The Brahmins, 
from the peculiar circumstances 
of the case were very anxious to 
comply with the wishes of goyv- 
ernment; the principal men a 
mong them met once at Kishna- 
eur, and once at Calcutta, but al- 
ter consultations, and an exam- 
ination of their most ancient re- 
cords, they declared to Lord 
Clive, that as there was no pre- 
cedent to justify the act, they 
found it impossible to restore the 
unfortunate man to his cast, and 
he died soon after of a broken 
heart.””’ These, however, were 
cases in which men_had_ not 
merely transgressed the lines o: 
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demarcation. between different 
sects of Hindoos, but had been 
carried even tothe pollutions of 
the Gentiles. The horrid chain 
of the cast has proved a great 
obstruction to the spread of the 
Gospel in Hindostan, but it be- 
gins to dissolve at the touch of 
the Divine Spirit.* 

Hindostan swarms with in- 
habitants. In an extent of ter- 
ritory about as large as the Unit- 
ed States, including Louisiana, 
there are from a hundred toa 
hundred and twenty millions of 
people, nearly fifty millions of 
whom are British subjects. The 
kingdom of Cashmire alone is 
said to contain a hundred thou- 
sand villages. The cities of 
Hindostan are many and very 
populous. Calcutta and Surat 
contain each 500,000 inhabitants; 
Agra and Deccan are still larg- 
er. Would you see an Indian 
city, you must image to yourself 
one that is four, five, and six 
times as populous as the largest 
in the United States, adorned 
with magnificent temples, pala- 
ces, &c. in some of which most 
of the ornamental parts of Gre- 
cian architecture are seen. The 
streets very narrow and crooked, 
interspersed with an incredible 
number of reservoirs and ponds, 
and very many gardens;—the 
houses (except now and then 
one built of brick, seldom more 
than two stories high, with a flat 
terraced roof,) invariably of one 
story, built either with mud, or 
more frequently with mats sup- 
ported by bamboos, and always 
eovered with thatch. Fires, 


*R.’s Cye. under Cast. Ch. Res. 
p. 250. Mem. p. 32, 33, 86, 87. B. 
P. A, vol. i, p- 20, 90, 142, 143, 234, 
235, 379, 414, 415. Q K. No. i, p. 


174, 180, 182, 186, 187. 


which frequently happen, some- 
times do not meet with the 
obstruction of a_single brick 
house through a whole street.” 
These different kinds of edifices 
intermixed present a motley and 
Singular appearance. All the 
cities are constructed on the 
Same plan. Calcutta is in many 
respects an eiegant city. “The 
quarter inhabited by the Eng- 
lish is composed entirely of 
brick buildings, many of which 
appear more like palaces than 
private houses.” Benares, the 
Athens of India, distinguished 
from time immemorial as the 
residence of the most learned 
Brahmins, and celebrated for its 
sanctity, abounds with valuable 
and costly structures. It is six 
miles long and four miles wide. 
It is the great Hindoo Universi- 
ty, and the chief seat of Shan- 
scrit literature and science. It 
eontains, besides an observato- 
ry, the great Shanscrit Library. 
In the year 1668, M. Bernier saw 
in that city a large hall filled 
with the works of Indian philos- 
ophers, physicians, and poets. 
A part and probably all the re- 


mains of the astronomical dis- - 


coveries of the ancient Brah- 
mins are preserved here, as are 
numerous other works on relig- 
ion, logic, geometry, trigonome- 
try, &c. It is happy for the 
world that this seat of ancient 
learning has fallen under the do- 
minion of the British. Benates 
is resorted to by pilgrims from 
every quarter. Brahmins have 
spread themselves in great num- 
bers through the whole prov- 
ince, and turned it all, in a 
sense, into one university. In 
almost every village they are 
seen teaching the youth ef their 
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tribe to read and write by draw- 
ing detters upon the sand.* 


-—-—_e-___—__— 
¥ 


SOCIETY OF INQUIRY ON THE 
SUBJECT OF MISSIONS. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


SIR, 

A Society was formed at the 
Theological Seminary in Ando- 
ver, Jan. 8, 181’, called Zhe So- 
ciety of Inquiry on the subject of 
Missions. Previous to its forma- 
tion, certain individuals belong- 
ing to that Institution had devot- 
ed themselves to the service of 
God for the purpose of contrib- 
uting to evangelize the Heathen. 
The minds of others had been 
much impressed with the consid- 
eration of the deplorable state of 
the pagan world; and they were 
desirous of obtaining a more ac- 
curate knowledge of the present 
state of Missions in pagan coun- 
tries, and the number of tribes 
or nations ignorant of the way of 
life and salvation, together with 
the difficulties which are insep- 
arable from an attempt to spread 
the Gospel among them. 

As the Theological Library 
did not furnish all the informa- 
tion necessary for the thorough 
inveStigation of these subjects, 
they agreed to form themselves 
into a society for the purposes a- 
bove specified. The second ar- 


ticle of the Constitution states - 


the object of the Society as fol- 
iows: Zhe object of this Seciety 
shall be toinguire into the state 
of the Heathen; the duty andim- 


*R.’s Cye. under Agra, Benares, 
Bengal, Calcutta. Mem. p. 41. M’s 
e». vol. ii, p. 444, 451—459, 


frortance of missionary labors; 
the best manner of conductin 
missions; and the most eligible 
jilaces for their establishment: 
And also to disseminate informa. 
tton relative to these subjects; 
and to excite the attention of 
Christians to the importance and 
duty of missions. 

The members have regular 
meetings, at which the aboye 
subjects are discussed by way of 
conference and dissertation. 

In order the more fully to ac. 
complish their object, the Socj- 
ety prepared a letter expressing 
their views, soliciting the pat- 
ronage of the liberal, and Stating 
particularly that their Missiona- 
ry Library, then recently estab. 
lished, needed to be increased. 
This letter was given to Mr. 
Frost, (then on a journey to Phi- 
ladelphia,) and to Mr. Judson, for 
the purpose of being shewn to 
any persons who might be dis- 
posed to patronize the undertak- 
ing. 

Mr. Frost received for the So- 
ciety about one hundred dollars 
in money and books. 

Mr. Judson, while in England, 
represented the state of the So- 
ciety to the Board of Directors of 
the London Missionary Society. 
They voted twenty pounds ster- 
ling,which they laid out in books, 
and forwarded them by Mr. Jud- 
s0n to this Society. 

The Society will also receive. 
as a part of the profits of the first 
edition of Dr. Buchanan’s Chris- 
tian Researches, 100 dollars. 

Some other contributions in 
money and books have at vatri- 
ous times been received, though 
to no very considerable amount. 

The inembers of the Society 
embrace this opportunity to re- 
turn their thanks to those wh? 
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have generously furnished them 
with the means of pursuing their 
inquiries, upon the very impor- 
tant and interesting subject of 
missions. They would do vio- 
lence to their own feelings, 
should they neglect to solicit the 
prayers of Christians, that they 
may be directed to that course of 
life, which wil! enable them most 
to glorify God and benefit the 
souls of their fellow men. 

The funds of the Society are 
not yet sufficient to obtain but a 
part of the books which are ne- 
cessury, that their inquiries may 
be pursued to advantage. As 
the object of the Society. be- 
comes more generally known, 
it is hoped that suitable means 
of advancement in these inquiries 
will be furnished by the liberal, 
on whose favor the prosperity of 
the Society in a great measure 
depends. 

Any person who wishes to 
make any donation of books to 
the Society, will confer an cbli- 
gation on the members and sub- 
serve the interests of religion, 
by transmitting such donatious 
to the care of the Rev. Protes- 
sors in the Theological Semina- 
ry; Andover. Books, in any lan- 
guage, which contain inlorma- 
tion relative to the geography, 
history, and the moral, political, 
social, or religious state of any 
part of the heathen world, will 
be very acceptable. 

This communication is made 
by direction of the Society. 


THE PIOUS MARINER. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
SIR, 
Ifthe following fact$ should be thought 
worthy of publication, 1 hope they will 
Voit. LV. New Serves. 


‘ 
= 


find a place in the Panoplist, which, I am 
happy co observe, grows more interesting 
and valuable. PASTOR. 


SoMETIME «ago, one of my par- 
ishioners, a sea-captain, became 
hopefully pious, and was admit- 
ted to full communion with the 
church over which I preside. 
He appeared to be a warm and 
decided Christian, and to enjoy 
the society and conversation of 
his religious friends. “A separa- 
tion from them he viewed with 
anxious thought; but duty to his 
family called him to his usual 
employment. Here he founda 
trial such as he had never known. 
Before he left his pious asso- 
ciates, he was careful to request 
their prayers that he might be 
kept from evil. They were not 
unmindful of this request. When 
about to select his seamen, this 
Christian captain chose the most 
moral he could obtain. Still the 

were sailors. and had the habits 
and feelings of that class of peo- 
ple. Atlength he sailed on a 
distant voyage; but with a firm 
resolution to establish and main- 
tain the worship of God on board 
his ship. Having maturely con- 
sidered the subject, with a hum- 
ble reliance on Divine grace, he 
determined to call his men to- 
gether every day,.and to pray 
with them. At the close of the 
day, he called his men around 


hin, and, for the first time, en- 


deavored to impress their minds 
with a sense of the importance 
of prayer. He did not fail in 
this attempt. The whole scene, 
indeed, gave force to his words. 
After a short address, he offered 
to Almighty God fervent prayers 
for himself and his men. All 
were astonished; all were affect- 
ed; all respected their captain. 
Because he feared God, they 
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dared not commit sin in his 
presence. Neither profaneness, 
nor intemperance, was permitted 
or known during the voyage. 
Prayer was regularly attended 
every evening, with one or 
two exceptions occasioned by 
the weather. This voyage was 
the most pleasant he ever made. 
His men never before so much 
respected and loved him. They 
were healthy and obedient. On 
the Sabbath they read the Bible 
and other religious books. 

These facts were related to 
me by the captain himself. I 
hope others will imitate his ex- 
ample. It has been too often 
said that profaneness is necessary 
at sea; but the foregoing state- 
ment proves, (if indeed any 
proof was needed,) that there is 
no truth jn such an assertion. I 
am inclined to believe, that none 
plead the necessity of any sin, 
but such as are accustomed to 
commit it. Mariners surely 
ought to fear God, and to feel 
their dependence on him every 
moment. They behold his won- 
ders on the deep; they experience 
his protecting goodness; let them 
worship and praise him. 

Jan. 28, 1812. 


ENCOURAGEMENT TO PARENTS. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


SIR, 

A few days since I became aequianted 
with a fact which very much interested 
me, and which may be of use to some of 
the readers of the Panoplist. Pasror. 


Two pious men about thirty 
years ago removed into a new 
township, near Hallowell, where 
there was no stated preaching. 
The Sabbath was tothem a de- 


light, and the worship of Gog 
pleasant. They were determined, 
according to Divine appointment, 
to spend one day in seven in the 
service of God. They met to- 
gether with their families, and 
such others as chose to join 
them, and spent their Sabbaths 
in reading and prayer. This 
practice they continued thirty 
years before the last summer. 
In the spring of last year, or 
early in the season, a church 
was gathered; about which time 
there was a revival of religion. 
Twenty-five persons were hope- 
fully converted to God. Of this 
number, twelve were the chil- 
dren of these two men. 

Such facts as this convince 
me, that the promises are to 
parents and their children. 

Such facts should teach us to 
wait with patience when almost 
discouraged. It is not In vain to 
pray, though our prayers may 
not be immediately answered. 
Let parents be faithful, and there 
is great reasun to hope that their 
children will be converted. 

April 13, 1812, 


QUESTIONS PROPOSED. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


STR, 

A judicious answer to the two following 
questions would gratify me and many 0! 
the friends and encouragers of your pub- 
lication in the region where I live. 

Probus. 


I. Wauat scriptural authority 
has any church to require a pub- 
lic confession from an offending 
brother, provided the offence be 
open to the world? 

II. What is the duty of a 
church, as it respects the choice 
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ef a minister, when a majority of 
the society, and individuals in 
the church, are opposed to the 
church in religious opinions? 





ON THE INTEMPERATE USE OF 
SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS. 


For the Panoplist. 


Tue alarming progress of drunk- 
enness, and of the various de- 
grees of intemperance which lead 
to drunkenness, has justly excited 
the attention of many considerate 
persons in this country. They 
foresee, that unless some stop 
can be put to the ravages which 
the abuse of spirituous liquors is 
making upon the virtue and hap- 
piness of the community, the 
time is not far distant when the 
country will be ruined. Many 
individuals, far removed from 
each other, have seen the neces- 
sity of some general and united 
effort to rouse the friends of 
virtue and morality to a sense of 
this danger. Committees have 
been appointed by several ven- 
erable ecclesiastical bodies, to 
devise such measures as may 
tend to check the evil. Whether 
these committees shall succeed 
in their attempts, or not, they 
will certainly receive the good 
wishes of all who regard the 
public morals. 

The following is an extract 
from a letter on this subject, 
written by a worthy clergyman 
on Long Island, and dated Dec. 
15, 1811. 

“At the meeting of the Suffolk 
Presbytery in October last, it was 
agreed, for the suppression of 
intemperance, that no ardent 
spirits or wine should constitute 
any part of our entertainment, at 


any of our public meetings. It 
was also recommended to the 
churches not to treat Christian 
brethren, or others, with ardent 
spirits, as any part of hospitality 
in friendly visits. This step, 
there is reason to hope, will pro- 
duce considerable good. The 
session of our church concurred 
in the recommendation, and re- 
commended to the church to do 
the same; which they have done. 
There never was a time, when so 
much attention was paid to the 
subject among our people as at 
present; and, from appearances, 
Iam encouraged to hope, that 
much good will be done through 
the county.”’ 

An agreement similar to the 
one above-described has been 
entered into by a very respecta- 
ble association of ministers in 
Connecticut. That the subject 
of intemperate drinking ought to 


be taken up as a matter of disci- - 


pline by some of the churches in 
our country, is certain. Unless 
the professors of religion exhibit 
an exemplary zeal and diligence 
in counteracting the evil in ques- 
tion, how can it be expected that 
the mass of the community will 
be suitably affected towards it? 
I conclude by expressing a wish, 
that the pages of the Panoplist 
may furnish such views of this 
subject, as shall convince all of 
the necessity of vigorous and 
united exertion in the cause of 
temperance, sobriety, and virtue. 
Z. 


RELIC OF MRS. EDWARDS. 


Tue following paragraphs are 
extracted, with a few verbal al- 
terations, from a paper. in the 
hand-writing of Mrs. Sarah Ed- 
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wards, wife of the illustrious 
President Edwards, dated Oct. 
22, 1735. 

“TJ have been this day looking 
over my grounds of hope, con- 
cerning my future -state, and am 
not without hopes that my peace 
is made with God. About nine 
years ago, I was led to see my 
danger of eternal destruction; 
but I had a resolution given me 
to seek formercy. I thought if 
I ever perished, it would be at 
the feet of the Redeemer. The 
words, Zhough he slay me, yet 
will I fut my trust in him, often 
occurred to my mind. 

“Not long after this, the 44th 
of Isaiah, 4th, 5th, and 6th verses, 
were very heart-melting words 
to me. They seemed to be 
God’s call to me, and I hope I 
was enabled by faith to hear and 
obey it. The next Sabbath I 
was led to prize nearness to 
Christ as the creature’s greatest 
happiness. My soul thirsted for 
him, so that death seemed noth- 
ing to me, that I might be with 
him; for he was altogether lovely. 
This frame of mind continued 
for some time. 

“The winter after, I had a 
greater sense of my own vile- 
ness than ever. I could truly 
say, J abhorred myself, and re- 
frented in dust and ashes. It was 
not on account of the evil which 
sin would bring upon me; but 
because it dishonored God. This 
view of sin had a great tendency 
to humble me, and to incline me 
to go to God tor pardon. I had 
great:confidence in my love to 
Christ; and was not afra‘d to ap- 
peal to him,as Peter did, and 
say, Lord, thou knowest ail things; 
thou knowest that I love thee. 1 
loved Christ for what he was in 
himself; Tloved him in all his 





offices; I saw my absolute need 
of him in all his offices; and] 
thought I was as willing to be 
ruled by his laws, as to be say- 
ed by his merits. I found a dis. 
position to go to God as to a 
father. A soul-emptying and 
God-exalting way of being saved, 
was what I greatly delighted in. 
The thoughts of my heart were, 
What have I that I have not re- 
cetved? and, Who hath made me 
to differ? I felt great love to the 
people of God; even if they were 
persons whoin I before disliked; 
yet then I feit an endearing af- 
fection towards them, and a de- 
light in their company. 

“For half a year after, I had 
very little fear of death. Christ, 
I knew, had conquered death. 
During this time, I had such 
inward peace and rest of soul, 
in reflecting upon these things, 
as I cannot express. The vanity 
of the world was much in my 
thoughts. It seemed almost im- 
possible, that I should ever be in 
the least uneasy at any thing | 
might meet with in the world; 
for all things were at the disposal 
of God. That was enough to 
cause me, with patience and hv- 
mility, to bear whatever might 
befall me. I thought that Lam. 
ili, 89, Wherefore doth a living 
man complain, a man for the piun- 
ishment of his sins? must com- 
mand the silence of all, though 
they should meet with things 
ever so contrary to their minds. 

“In July 1727, I was married 
and removed from New Haven 
to Northampton. For some time 
before I came here, it was almost 
all my request, that God would 
come with me. The prayer ol 
Moses was much in. my heart. 
And I hope God hath been with 
me here. 
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“The fall after my arrival, I 
was exercised with fear that I 
was like the stony-ground hear- 
ers. I was afraid that, if tried 
with persecution, I should fall 
away. But God shewed me, that 
he could easily make me willing 
to die for his cause, if he called 
me to it; and that through Christ 
strengthening me, I could rejoice 
in the flames. 

“I have often had a spirit to 
rejoice in God as the portion of 
my soul, and my earnest desire 
has been, that I might come near 
to him even to his seat; and I 


esteemed a day in his courts bet- 
ter than a thousand elsewhere. 
I rejoiced that God reigns. 

“During a time of great afflic- 
tion, I could often say, Whom 
have I in heaven but thee? And 
there ts none on earth that I de- 
sire beside thee. My soul thirst- 
eth for God, for the living God: 
When shall I come and affrear 
before God? 

“TY often said in my heart, there 
is joy in believing. I ‘earnestly 
desired to imitate the example 
of Christ,in patience, and hu- 
mility, and self-denial.” 


SELECTIONS. 


ACCOUNT OF THE REVIVAL OF 
RELIGION IN BOSTON, A.D. 1741. 
BY THE REV. MR. PRINCE. 


(Concluded from p. 457.) 


Ix the following month came out 
of the press in Boston, a book 
composed by the Rev. Mr. Dick- 
inson of Elizabethtown, New- 
Jersey, entitled, “A Display of 
God’s special Grace: i in a familiar 
dialogue between a minister and 
a gentleman of his congregation, 
about the work of God, in the 
conviction and conversion of sin- 
ners, so remarkably of late begun 
and going on in these American 
parts: Wherein the objections 
against some uncommon appear- 
ances among us are distinctly 
considered, mistakes rectified, 
and the work itself particularly 
proved to be from the Holy Spirit: 
With an addition, in a second 
conference, relating to sundry 
Antinomian principles, beginning 
to obtain in some places: To which 
is prefixed am Attestation, by sev- 
eral ministers of Boston.” 


And the principal paragraphs 

of the Attestation are as fol- 
low, “He must be a stran- 
ger in Israel, who has not 
heard of the uncommon religious 
appearances in the several parts 
of this land, among persons of all 
aves and characters. This is an 
affair which has in some degree 
drawn every one’s attention, and 
been the subject of much debate 
both in conversation and writing. 
And the grand question is, 
Whether it be a work of God, 
and how far it is so? The most 
serious and judicious, both min- 
isters and Christians, have looked 
upon it to be, in the main, a gen- 
uine work of God, and the effect 
of that effusion of the Spirit of 
grace, which the faithful have 
been pray ing, hoping, longing, 
and waiting for; while at the 
same time they have looked upon 
some circumstances attending it, 
to be from natural temper, human 
weakness, or the subtilty and 
malice of Satan permitted to 
counteract this Divine operation. 
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But here rightly to distinguish is 
a matter of no small difficulty; 
and requires both a scriptural 
knowledge of, and an experimen- 
tal acquaintance ‘with the things 
of the Spirit of God. Mr. Ed- 
ward’s discourse concerning the 
distinguishing marks of a work 

of the Spirit of God, has met 
with deserved acceptance, and 
been of great use. The follow- 
ing performance, by another dear 
and reverend brother in a differ- 
ent part of the country, is also, in 
our opinion, exceeding well a- 
dapted to serve the same design, 
viz. to help people to judge of 
the present work, whether, and 
how far, it is of God; and to re- 
move those prejudices, which 
may keep them from owning it 
to the honor of God, and from 
coming under the power of it to 
their own salvation. Here the 
reader will see the ordinary work 
of the Spirit of grace, in applying 
the redemption purchased by 
Christ to particular souls, judi- 
ciously described, in several dis- 
tinct parts of it, conviction, con- 
version, and consolation: The 
necessity of regeneration and 
faith in order to final salvation, 
and the necessity of conviction 
and humiliation in order to these, 
clearly evinced, from the reason 
and nature of the thing, as well 
as the method God has establish- 
ed in his word: Mistakes, which 
might prove fatal and undoing, 
carefully guarded against: And. 
very safe and suitable directions 
given to one who is awakened to 
that inquiry, What must I do to 
be saved? Whoever takes up this 
book and reads, has as it were in 
his hands a glass,in which he 
may behold what manner of per- 
son he is; whether a natural or 
renewed man,a hypocrite or a 
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sound believer. And in recom. 
mending this book to the world, 
we would be understood as own. 
ing, and bearing a public testi. 
mony to, what is called the pres. 
ent work of God in this land, as 
it is here stated and distinguished 
(separate from those disorders, 
errors, and ‘delusions, which are 
only the unhappy accidents some. 
times accompanying of it) to be 
such a glorious display of the 
Divine power and grace, as may 
well raise our wonder, excite 
our praises, and engage our 
prayers for the preservation and 
progress of it. May the children 
of God then unite in that prayer, 
Let thy work appear more and 
more unto thy servants, and thy 
glory unto their children; and 
the beauty of the Lord our God 
be uponus! Benjamin Colman, 
Josenh Sewall, 
Thomas Prince, 
John Webb, 
William Cooper, 
Thomas Foxcroft, 
Joshua Gee. 
Boston, Aug. 10, 1742. 


In December was printed here, 
a treatise of the Rey. Mr. Gilbert 
Tennent against the Moravian er- 
rors: which treatise was intro- 
duced with a preface by several 
ministers of this town, and the 
final paragraph thereof is this: 

“When our dear brother, 
whose praise is in our churches 
through the provinces, visited us 
at Boston two years ago, and in 
the spirit of the reverend Mr. 
Whitefield entered into his la- 
bors here; it pleased God in a 
wonderful manner to crown his 
abundant services with success, 
jn the conviction, and, we trust, 
conversion of many souls: As, 
therefore, the name of Mr. Ten- 
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nent is greatly endeared to us, so 
we pte bon) ascended Savior, 
the Head of the church, long to 
continue him for a burning light 
and extensive blessing to our 
provinces; and in particular to 
use this faithful, judicious, and 
seasonable endeavor of his ser- 
vant, for a guard and defence 
about its own sacred truths and 
his glorious work in the midst of 
us, which too many are ready to 
speak evil of and oppose. | 
Benjamin Colman, 
Thomas Prince, 
John Webb, 
William Cooper, 
Thomas Foxcroft, 
Joshua Gee. 
Boston, Dec. 22, 1742. 


Some time after, a man of the 
separate society became a Satur- 
day Baptist: who being dipped in 
the country, and having hands 
laid on him, thought himself a 
minister, drew five women after 
him, and proceeded to dip them: 
yet they all have since deserted 
him. But six males of the said 
society with one of Brookline a 
town about five miles off, went 
on to associate as a church, own- 
ing the Assembly’s Confession 
of Faith, and professing them- 
selves congregational according 
to our New England Platform: 
and have not yet returned to the 
several churches whence they 
went; though the Rev. Mr. Dav- 
enport has happily seen and most 
ingenuously confessed his above- 
said errors and misconduct, and 
published his Retractations. 

Besides the aforesaid four males 
and two or three females of the 
south church, I know not any 
who have left our communion. 
But the rest of our said numer- 
ous and former additions cen- 


tinue with us; and as far as I 
know, their conversation is as be- 
comes the Gospel. Nor do I 
hear of more than one of those 
who have left our church that 
has fallen into other censurable 
evil, nor in the other churches in 
town, except a few of the New 
North. / 

July 7, 1743, there met in Bos- 
ton one of the largest assemblies 
of ministers that ever convened 
here, to bear their testimony to 
this remarkable revival in the 
land: when ten ministers of this 
town, joined with many others in 
giving their public testimony to 
this happy work. 

On Dec. 13 following, this 
town and land received a great 
loss in the death of the Rev. Mr. 
Cooper. I would add the account 
of the Rev. Dr. Colman in his 
funeral sermon the Lord’s day 
after, since published, in the fol- 
lowing terms: “Mr. Cooper was 
as fixed and firm against the 
spirit of separation from the 
churches of New England, which 
he judged to be strongly settled 
on the platform of Scripture, as 
any rock on our coasts is un- 
shaken by the furious waves that 
only break themselves into foam 
by dashing against it: And had he 
lived he would have been a most 
strenuous opposer of this defec- 
tion: But at the same time he 
wes immoveably determined, as 
we all know, that there has been 
a remarkable work of God going 
on among us, by what he had 
seen with his eyes, had looked 
upon, and as it were handled, in 
the resort to him (and some oth- 
er ministers of the town) of a 
multitude of persons, younger 
and older, under strong Convic- 
tions, humiliation, illuminations, 
godly fear, with strong erying 
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and tears; faith, hope, trust, joy, 
with strong reliance on the right- 
eousness of Christ for justifica- 
tion, and on the almighty Spirit 
of grace in a sovereign manner 
to enable them unto all the duties 
of a sober, righteous, and godly 
life; to work in them both to 
will and to do, to begin and carry 
on his good work in their souls; 
and to keep them by his mighty 
power through faith to salvation: 
And among these there were 
numbers overflowing with the 
joys and comforts of religion, in 
the utmost abhorrence of them 
selves and repenting as in dust 
and ashes; while the love of God 
seemed to be shed abroad in 
their hearts, in their fervent de- 
sires after, and pleasure in, 
the convictions and conversion of 
others: The numerous instances 
of this nature, with whom he 
daily conversed, gave him abun- 
dant satisfaction of the presence 
and power of the Sanctifier and 
Comforter in and with many of 
them. I think myself also now 
called by the providence of God to 
add, that as I was myself struck 
with wonder at what of this nature 
occurred to me two years ago a- 
mong the young people of this 
flock, so the good fruits of their 
abiding profession unto this day, 
in a discreet, meek, virtuous, 
pious conversation, give me sat- 
isfaction and pleasure in them 
from day to day; while their ex- 
emplary face of grave devotion, 
and diligent attention to the word 
of God, on Lord’s days and lec- 
tures, are also adorning to the 
doctrine of God their Savior.” 
Of all who resorted to me 
from all the congregations in 
town, I remember no more than 
three or four who talked of their 
impulses: and but one or two of 
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these a subject of the late reyj. 
val; the other two had beep 
communicants in two of our 
churches, and used to speak of 
those things before. Nor in all 
the preaching ofthe instruments 
of this work in town, did I ever 
hear any teach to follow impulses 
or any religious impressions but 
of the word of God upon ow 
minds, affections, wills, and con. 
sciences; and which agreeably to 
the Holy Scripture, the’ most fa- 
mous reformers and puritan min- 
isters both in England, Scotland, 
and New England, have in their 
writings taught us. 

As to the doctrinal principles 
of those who continue in our con- 
gregations and have been the 
subjects of the late revival; they 
are the same as they have been 
all along instructed in, from the 
Westminster Assembly’s shorter 
Catechism: which has been gen- 
erally received and taught in the 
churches of New England from 
its first publication for these hun- 
dred years to this day; and which 
is therefore the system of doc- 
trine most generally and clearly 
declarative of the faith of‘ the 
New England churches. 

And though some have repre- 
sented many of the subjects o! 
this work as holding some o 
other of the following mischiev- 
OuUS eTrors; V1zZ. (1.) “That sancti- 
fying grace in a minister is ne- 
cessary to render the adminis- 
trations of Gospel ordinances 
valid: (2.) That unconverted 
ministers are incapable to be in- 
struments of converting people: 

S.) That sanctification (as des- 
cribed in the Assembly’s shorte! 
Catechism) is no evidence 
justification: (4.) That an ul 
regenerate man ought not l 
pray: And (5.) That assurance |‘ 
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essential to saving faith, so as 
whoever believes is sure he be- 
lieves in a saving manner, and is 
not in doubt or darkness about 
it: Upon a careful inquiry I 
cannot find nor hear of any of 
the subjects of this work remain- 
ing in our several congregations 
in town; no, noreven in that which 
has drawn off from us, who hold 
these or any other Familistical 
or Antinomian errors. 

However, the sovereign Spirit 
in his awakening influence in the 
unconverted, and his enlivening 
efficacy in the hopefully renewed, 
in this town, has seemed these 
two last years in a gradual and 
awful manner to withdraw. For 
a twelvemonth [have rarely heard 
the cry of any new ones+—What 
shall I do to be saved? But few 
are now added to our churches, 
and the heavenly shower in Bos- 
ton seems to be over. Of those 
who were in the late effusion 
wrought on, diverse are some- 
times repairing to me, with sad 
complaints of their spiritual dul- 
ness, darkness, and decays; but I 
hope are working out their salva- 
tion with fear and trembling: while 
some have now and then a fresh 
revival of grace and comfort. 

Thus have I endeavored a brief 
and plain account of the late re- 
vival in this town; especially a- 
mong the peeple who resorted to 
me, and more particularly those 
of the assembly I belong to, ac- 
cording to my observation and 
intelligence: relating only those 
facts which seemed to me, as I 
went along to be most material; 
avoiding personal reflections, and 
writing, as I always desire, with 
candor and moderation. I leave 
it as a grateful public testimony 
of the memorable work of the 
Divine power and grace among 

Vou. IV. Wew Series. 


us in my day, which my eyes have 
seen and my ears have heard 
with pleasure; that God the Fa+ 
ther, Son, and Spirit may have 
the most extensive praise, to 
whose blessing I consign it; and 
that others may thereby receive 
eternal benefit. 


Tuomas Prince. 
Boston, Nov. 26, 1744. 


P.S. The former part of this 
narrative I drew up near a year 
ago; the latter lately. AndI have 
made several observations on 
what I have seen and heard; but 
for want of room must here omit 
them. 


LETTER FROM THE EARL OF 
STRAFFORD TO HIS SON. 


The following letter was written 
by the Earl of Strafford while under 
sentence of condemnation, and only a 
day or two before his execution. This 
great statesman had been condemned 
in consequence of the intrigues and 
persecution of a profligate faction. 
The magnanimity, wisdom, paternal 
affection, and Christian principles, 
here exhibited, are truly admirable. 


My dearest Will, 

TuesE are the last lines that you 
are to receive from a father that 
tenderly loves you. I wish there 
were a greater leisure to impart 
my mind unto you; but our mer- 
ciful God will supply ali things 
by his grace, and guide and pro- 
tect you in all your ways: to 
whose infinite goodness I be- 
queath you; and therefore be not 
discouraged, but serve him, and 
trust in him, and he will preserve 
and prosper you in all things. 

Be sure you give all respect 
to my wife, that hath ever had 
a great love unto you, and there- 
fore will be well becoming you. 

65 
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Never be awanting in your love 
and care to your sisters, but let 
them ever be most dear unto you, 
for this will give others cause 
to esteem and respect you for it, 
and is a duty that you owe them 
in the memory of your excellent 
mother and myself; therefore 
your care and affection to them 
must be the very same that you 
are to have of yourself; and the 
like regard must you have to yout 
youngest sister; for indeed you 
owe it her also, both for her fa- 
ther and mother’s sake. 

Sweet Will, be careful to take 
the advice of those friends which 
are by me desired to advise you 
for your education. Serve God 
diligently morning and evening, 
and recommend yourself unto 
him, and have him before your 
cyes in all your ways. With 
patience hear the instructions of 
those friends I leave with you, 
and diligently follow their coun- 
sel; for, till you come by time to 
have experience in the world, it 
will be far more safe to trust to 
their judgments than your own. 

Lose not the time’ of your 
youth, but gather those settle of 
virtue and knowledge which may 
be of use to yourself, and com- 
fort to your friends, for the rest 
of your life. And that this may 
be the better effected, attend 
thereunto with patience, and be 
sure to correct and refrain’ your- 
self from anger. Suffer not sor- 
row to cast you down, but with 
cheerfulness and good courage 
go on the race you have to run 
in all sobriety and truth. Be 
sure, with an hallowed care to 
have respect to all the com- 
mandments of God, and give not 
yourself to neglect them in the 
least things, lest by degrees you 
come to forget them in the 
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greatest; for the heart of man 
is deceitful above all things, 
And in all your duties and devo. 
tions towards God, rather per. 
form them joyfully than pensive- 
ly; for God loves a cheerful 
giver. For your religion, let it 
be directed according to that 
which shall be taught by those 
which are- in God’s church the 
proper teachers therefore, rath- 
er than that you ever either fan- 
cy one to yourself, or be led by 
men that are singular in their 
own opinions, and delight to go 
ways of their own finding out; 
for you will certainly find sober- 
ness and truth in the one, and 
much unsteadiness and vanity in 
the other. 

The king I trust will deal 
graciously with you, restore you 
those honors and that fortune 
which a distempered time hath 
deprived you of, togethem with 
the life of your father; which I 
rather advise might be by a new 
gift and creation from himself, 
than by any other means, to the 
end you may pay the thanks to 
ulm without having obligation 
to any other. 

Be sure to avoid as much as 
you can to inquire after those 
that have been sharp in their 
judgments towards me, and I 
charge you never to. suffer 
thought of revenge to enter your 
heart; but be careful to be in- 
formed who were my friends in 
this prosecution, and to them 
apply yourself to make them 
your friends also; and on such 
you may rely, and bestow much 
of your conversation amongst 
them. 

And God Almighty of his in- 
finite goodness bless you and 
your children’s children; and his 
same goodness bless your sisters 
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in like manner; perfect you in 
every good wort, and give you 
right understandings in all 
things. Amen. 

Your most loving father. 
Tower, this 11th of May, 1641. 


You must not fail to behave 
yourself towards my lady-Clare, 
your grandmother, with all duty 
and observance; for most tender- 
ly doth she love you, and hath 
been passing kind unto me: God 
reward her charity for it. And 


both in this and all the rest, the 
same that I counsel you, the 
same do I direct also your sis- 
ters, that so the same may be 
observed by you all. And once 
more do I, from my very soul, 
beseech our gracious God to 
bless and govern you in all, to 
the saving you in the day of his 
visitation, and join us again in the 
communion of his blessed saints, 
where is fulness of joy and bliss 
forevermore. Amen, Amen. 


REVIEWS. 


XXXII. Senmons on Important 
Subjects, by the late reverend 
and fious SamuvEL Davies, 
A.M. sometime President of 
the Gollege in New Jersey; an 
additional volume never before 
fublished in America. Boston; 
Lincoln & Edmands. 1810. 
pp. 372. 8vo. 


We have long intended to bring 
this interesting volume before 
our readers; but have been pre- 
vented by various causes, which 
it would be useless to enumer- 
ate. Sixty-three sermons by the 
same author were published in 
London, not long after his death. 
They were eagerly republished 
in this country; and have been 
very extensively bought and pe- 
rused by Christians, wherever 
the English language is read. 
President Davies may justly be 
considered as one of the most 
popular preachers of the last 
century, whether we regard the 
effect of his discourses as deliv- 
ered from the pulpit, or as re- 
ceived from the press. The 
volume before us contains nine- 


teen additional sermons, mostly 
occasional. 

We are not informed, in the 
advertisement prefixed to the 
London edition, from what sour- 
ces the manuscripts were deriy- 
ed. It must be manifest to eve- 
ry reader, however, that these 
sermons are the genuine pro- 
ductions of the man to whom 
they are attributed. They ex- 
hrbit the same enlightened zeal, 
the same concern for the souls 
of men, the same animated and 
eloquent strains of persuasion 
and expostulation, that are to be 
found in the volumes heretofore 
published. We deem it need- 
less to prepare a particular ac- 
count of the subjects discussed, 
and of the manner in which 
they are treated. Such an ac- 
count could by no means supply 
the perusal of the sermons, and, 
of course, could but very par- 
tially satisfy the admirer of 
President Davies. 

From Sermon 67th, which is 
entitled, Zhe Religious Improvee 
ment of the late Earthquakes, and 
which was delivered: June, 1754, 
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we select three short passages, 
as a specimen of the style. 

After describing, in Scripture 
language, the majesty, power, 
and glory of God, the preacher 
asks, 


‘‘And is this the Being, that is so 
little thought of in our world? Is this 
he, whose name passes for the veriest 
trifle? whose word can hardly keep 
men awake, or engage their atten- 
tion? whose authority is less regard- 
ed, and whose resentment is less 
feared, than that of an earthly king— 
whose laws are audaciously violated, 
and his threatenings despised? Is 
this he, who is complimented with 
empty spiritless formalities under the 
name of religion? Oh! is this he, 
whom we are met this day to wor- 
ship? What! and shall there be no 
more attention and solemnity among 
us? Can any thing be more unnatural, 
more impious, or more shocking! In- 
deed, sirs, it strikes me with horror 
to think, how contemptuously this glo. 
rious, almighty, and terrible God is 
treated in our world.” pp. 83, 84. 


The corruptions of the Rom- 
ish church are briefly sketched, 
as follows. 


“‘The greatest part of Europe is 
corrupted with the idolatry, super- 
stition, and debaucheries of the 
church of Rome, and groans under its 
tyranny. There the most foolish the- 
atrical farces are devoutly performed 
under the name of religion—there 
the freeborn mind is enslaved, and 
dare not thiné for itself in matters 
in which it must answer for itself— 
there the homage due to the true 
God, and the only Mediator, is sacri- 
legiously given to senseless idols, 
and a rabble of imaginary saints— 
there the infernal court of the ingui-. 
sition imitates the tortures of bell, 
and makes the man that would dis- 
cover the truth a miracle of misery— 
there a market for indulgences and 
pardons is held; and men, for a little 
money, mav buy a license to commit 
the most atrocious crimes, or they 
make atonement for them by the 





penance of bodily austerities. And 
can pure and undefiled religion, can 
good morals gi¢w and flourish in 
such a soil? No: religion must de. 
generate into priestcraft and a mer. 
cenary superstition, and the most 
enormons vices and debaucheries 
must abound. Such, alas! was Lis. 
bon, by universal character.” p. 86, 


Nor do Protestants escape 
without a just reprehension of 
their errors and vices. A part 
of this we subjoin: 


“If we take a survey of protestant 
countries, where religion is to be 
found, if any where at all, alas! how 
melancholy is the prospect! The 
good old doctrines of the reformation, 
which were adapted to advance the 
honors of Divine grace and mortify 
the pride of man, have been too gen- 
erally abandoned; and a more easy 
system, agreeable to the vanity and 
self flattery of depraved hearts, has 
been dressed up in their stead. Nay, 
Christianity itself has been rejected, 
ridiculed, and exposed to public 
scorn, by the increasing club of deists: 
and where the Christian name and 
profession are retained, the life and 
spirit are too generally lost; and the 
practice, an open opposition to their 
professed faith. How are the ordi- 
nances of the gospel neglected or 
profaned!” pp. 86, 87. 


Sermon 68th, entitled, Serioue 
Reflections on War, is well wor- 
thy to be perused by every friend 
to the peace and happiness of 
mankind. 

In Sermon 72nd, entitled, Prac- 
trcal Atheism in denying the A- 
gency of Divine Providence ex- 
fosed, will be found a_ plain and 
striking representation of the 
universality of the Divine agen- 
cy, and of the folly and wicked- 
ness which prompt a practical 
denial of it. 

Sermon 75th, on the Evidences 
of the want of Love of God, 1s 
one of the most searching ap- 
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peals to the conscience, which 
we remember to have read. 

Sermon 81st, on Zhe Guilt and 
Doom of Impfenitent Hearers, is 
of a similar character. 

The last sermon is a Farewell 
Discourse to the author’s con- 
gregation on accepting the of- 
fice of President of the College 
in New Jersey. 

It may appear surprising, that 
the discourses of Mr. Davies 
should be so_ generally, and 
so permanently, popular, when 
they were written in great 
haste,’ in the course of his 
ordinary pastoral labors, . and 
without the most distant thought 
that they would ever be publish- 
ed; and when they have been 
published just as he left them, 
or with less emendation than is 
usually applied to posthumous 
writings. Should it be asked, 
in what the excellence of these 
hasty compositions consists, it 
may be answered, 

First; The preacher lays the 
foundation of all his reasonings 
and exhortations in the great 
doctrines of the Gospel. These 
doctrines are calculated, beyond 
any other subjects ever present- 
ed to the mind of man, to arrest 
the attention, and impress the 
conscience. It therefore often 
happens, that men who profess 
to disbelieve them, continue to 
frequent those places of wor- 
ship where they are openly and 
boldly declared. But to the ex- 
perienced Christian, especially, 
those books are most interesting, 
in which Divine truth, undis- 
guised, and unmixed, is pre- 
sented to the reader. 

Secondly; President Davies 
appears to be deeply affected 
himself with the truths which he 
Presses upon the consideration 
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of others. His whole soul is 
engrossed with the amazing con- 
sequences, which will result to 
his audience, as they receive, or 
reject, the Gospel. In this par- 
ticular, he is worthy to be re- 
garded as a model for general 
imitation. 

Thirdly; He possessed good 
natural talents, and that peculiar 
quickness of intellect, that apti- 
tude to seize occasions and cir- 
cumstances, which is better des- 
cribed, perhaps, by the word vi- 
vacity, than by any other single 
word. 

In addition to these qualifica- 
tions, he appears to have been 
heartily devoted ‘to his profes- 
sion, and to have rejoiced habit- 
ually in being an ambassador 
from God to men. 

We conclude by expressing a 
hope, that all who have been 
pleased and instructed, by the 
preceding volumes of this elo- 
quent and pious preacher, will 
procure for themselves and dili- 
gently peruse these additional 
sermons. 


XXXII. The Works of the Rev. 
Craupius Bucuanan, LL.D. 
comprising his Eras of Light, 
the Light of the World, and the 
Star in the East, to which is 
added Christian Researches in 


Asia, &c. Sixth American 
Edition. Boston; S. T. Arm- 


strong, April, 1812. 


pp- 351. 
18mo. 1 dol. 


We notice this edition of Dr. 
Buchanan’s most popular works 
merely to state, that the Re- 
searches are published from a 
London edition revised ‘by the 
Doctor himself, and samewhat 
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enlarged both in the text and 
notes. The author has intro- 
duced a new section, towards the 
close of the -volume, entitled 
Vestiges of the Doctrines of Rev- 
elation. These are the same 
enumerated in the Star in the 
East, though stated at rather 
greater length. From the ves- 
tiges of the doctrine of the 
Trinity, the following descrip- 
tion of the Elephanta will be in- 
teresting to our readers. 


**And what proves distinctly that 
they hold this doctrine is, that their 
most ancient representations of the 
Deity are formed of one body and three 
faces. The most remarkable of these 
is, that at the caves of Elephanta, in 
an island near Bombay. The author 
visited it in the year 1808; nor has he 
seen any work of art in the East, 
which he contemplated with greater 
wonder; whether considered with 
respect to its colossal size, its great 
antiquity, the beauty of the sculpture, 
or the excellence of the preservation. 
From causes which cannot be known, 
the Hindoos have long ceased to wor- 
ship at this temple. Each of the 
faces of the Triad is about five feet 
inlength. The whole of the statue, 
and the spacious Temple which con- 
tains it, is cut out of the solid rock of 
the mountain. The Hindoos assign 
to these works an immense antiquity, 
and attribute the workmanship to the 
Gods. The Temple of Elephanta is 
certainly one of the wonders of the 
world, and is, perhaps, a grander ef- 
fort of the ingenuity of man, than the 
pyramids of Egypt.” pp. 286, 287. 


After stating that the much 
controverted verse, lJohn v, 7, is 
not in any Syriac copy which he 
has seen, Dr. Buchanan observes, 
ina note, 


‘fNotwithstanding this omission, 
the author believes the passage to be 
eenuine, The foundation on which 
he builds this opinion, is the follow- 
ing: Considering, as he does, that 
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learning and argument on both sides 
have been nearly equal, he would res; 
the genuineness of the verse on the 
answer to the following question, 
“‘Which is most likely to be true, 
that the Arians of the fourth century, 
in their fury against the Church 
should silently omit a testimony, (in 


transcribing their copies) which, jj . 


true, destroyed their whole system, 
or that the general Church shoul 
directly forge and insert it?” 

‘‘This appears to the author to be 
the just mode of stating the question; 
but he has certainly no wish to awak. 
en the controversy concerning this 
verse. If it be genuine it is only one 
of the hewn-stones of the temple. [i 
it be not genuine, it is not a corner. 
stone.” p. 188. 


In December last the eighth 
English edition of the Christian 
Researches was printing in Lon. 
don, in elegant quarto, with an 
emblematical frontispiece. Six 
editions have issued from Amer- 
ican presses in seven months. 

These facts shew with suff. 
eient clearness in what estima- 
tion the work is held by the re- 
ligious public. 


XXXIV. The Evangelical Prin- 
er,tSc. By JosePxH EmMERSOY, 
Pastor of a church in Beverly. 
Fourth edition. Boston; S. T. 
Armstrong. 1812, 


As this useful book for children 
has been sometime out of market, 
we are happy to announce a new 
edition. We are informed, also, 
that the present publisher keeps 
the work in standing types, s0 
that there is little danger that It 
will be out of print again. There 
are forty-two new cuts, (seventy- 
two in the whole,) each repre- 
senting some passage of sacred 
history. The cuts are also bet: 
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ter arranged than in the second 
edition. There are three addi- 
tional hymns. The Historical 
Catechism is peculiarly adapted 


to the use of schools, and we 
cordially wish it may be in the 
hands of every child in the coun- 
try. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


DISSOLUTION OF THE PASTORAL UNION BETWEEN THE REv. EBENEZER 
PoRTER AND THE CHURCH AND PEOPLE OF HIS CHARGE. 


Ar a special meeting of the South Consociation of Litchfield County, conven- 
ed by letters missive from the Moderator, at the house of the Rev. Ebenezer 
Porter, in Washington, (Con.) December 18th, 1811, 


Present, 

Rey. Messrs. Delegates from the Churches, 
Noah Benedict, Deacon Matthew Minor, Woodbury. 
Amos Chase, Deacon James Morris, South Farms, 
Azel Backus, D.D. Deacon Jonathan Smith, Bethlem. 
Maltby Gelston. 

Zephaniah Swift, Mr. Ephraim Beardsley, Roxbury. 

Lyman Beecher, Julius Deming, Esq. Litchfield. 

Samuel Whittelsey, Deacon David Whittelsey, New Preston. 
Bennet Tyler, Deacon Warren Mitchell, South Britain. 
Reuben Taylor, Deacon Ashbel Bostwick, Bridgewater. 
Luther Hart, Daniel Potter, Esq. Plymouth. 


Deacon Jonathan Mitchell, Southbury, 
Deacon Charles Dayton, Watertown. 


The Rev. Mr, Benedict was chosen 
Moderator, and the Rev, Mr. Whit- 
telsey and Deacon Morris were chos- 
en Scribes. 

The Rev, Mr. Waterman, being 
present, was invited to sit with the 
body. 

After the meeting was opened with 
prayer by the Moderator, papers res. 
pecting the appointment of the-Rey. 
Mr. Porter, as Bartlet Professor of 
Pulpit Eloquence in the, Theological 
Seminary at Andover, and the votes 
of the churoh and society, uniting 
with Mr. Porter, in calling the conso- 
ciation for advice and decision in the 
— were laid before the consocia- 

ion. 

In attending to the subject, the 
Consociation deem it their duty to ex- 
press, to this church and congrega- 
tion, the unfeigned pleasure they ex- 
perience, in witnessing their regular 
and Christian attention to the import- 
ant gubject, which has occasioned the 
Preseat meeting. 


The consociation have taken the 
subject referred to them, into serious 
and prayerful consideration; and, 
though attended with difficulties on 
the right hand and on the left, they 
have been conducted to a united de- 
cision. And that this church and 
congregation may possess, as far as 
may be, the light which we possessed, 
and view the subject as it presented 
itself to our minds, we shall endeavor 
to give you a brief account of the 
process, by which we came to the 
conclusion which we have formed. 

The question, referred to us for 
decision, is; Whether it be expedient, 
all things considered, that Mr. Porter 
be released from his present pastoral 
charge, with reference to the accept- 
ance of a call to a professorship in the 
Theological Seminary at Andover? 

In the discussion of this question, 
we took for granted a position in 
which the church and society, we 
doubt not, will concur, viz. That we 
are to be guided, in our deliberations, 
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solely by a regard to the glory of God, 
and the general welfare of his church 
on earth; that ministers and churches, 
and people belong to God; and that 
self-denial, for the- promotion of his 
cause, is as really the duty of churches 
and civil communities, as of individu- 
als; that as we are not our own, so 
we are not to live to ourselves, but to 
God, and to exercise that benevo- 
lence of which our Savior set the ex- 
ample, when, for the glory of God 
and our redemption, he took upon 
him the form of a servant, and obeyed 
even unto death. 

In forming our opinion on this sub- 
ject, we have considered, on the one 
hand, the importance of the connex- 
ion subsisting between you and your 
pastor; the endeared attachment also 
subsisting between you; his great 
usefulness here, and in this part of 
the vineyard; the pain which a separa- 
tion must occasion to him, and to this 
church and people; the dangers at- 
tending avacant state; aud the diffi- 
culties of re-establishing a Gospel 
ministry. And we have, by no means, 
forgotten our own attachments to Mr. 
Porter, and the deep interest of all 
our churches in this question. 

On the other hand, we were led to 
consider, the danger which threatens 
the churches from bold and impicus 
heresies, existing in various parts of 
our land, and patronized by men of 
great learning, talents, and wealth, 
and eager to disseminate their corrupt 
opinions; heresies, as pernicious to 
purity of morals and the welfare of 
civil society, as they are disastrous 
tothe interests of religion and the 
eternal welfare of the soul. We deem- 
ed it our duty to notice, also, the 
manifest and signal interposition of 
Heaven in the establishment of the 
Institution at Andover,—the offspring 
of faith, and prayer, and charity,— 
founded for the express purpose of 
supplying the churches of our land, 
with a learned, pious, and orthodox 
ministry—endowed with a liberality 
hitherto unparalleled in this country- 
uniting the confidence and the prayers 
of all Christian ministers and peonle 
in New £ngland, who feel the dan- 
gers of the present day, and under- 
stand the nature and importance of 
the institution; a seminary, which, in 
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its infaney, furnishes to the churches 
annually from fifteen to twenty minis. 
ters; and is, in our estimation, of as 
much, if not more, consequence, than 
any college in our land; that such an 
institution must be supplied with 
suitable teachers; that none are quali. 
fied but-ministers experimentally ac. 
quainted with parochial duties; that 
men without parochial charges, in al} 
respects qualified, are not to be found; 
and that the interests of the seminary 
are of such vast importance to the 
church of God. as to justify the re. 
moval of a settled minister for its 
supply. These were points, on which 
the consociation were unanimous. 

With respect tothe question whether 
Mr. Porter shall be the man to supply 
the present vacancy at Andover, the 
unanimity of the two boards who 
elected him, our own confidence and 
the confidence of the Christian commu. 
nity in Mr. Porter, were though de. 
serving of particular regard.” With 
these things in view, and reflecting 
that no other suitable man could be 
obtained, without a sacrifice, on the 
part of some other church and con. 
gregation, as great as that which this 
people would be called to make; and 
considering that God had evidenily 
called Mr. Porter to underiake the 
great work of rearing ministers for 
the supply of our churches, and, in 
his holy Providence, laid upon this 
church and people, the duty of self- 
denial— What were we, brethren, that, 
with these views of the subject, we 
should withstand God? In his most 
holy presence, and with a sincere re- 
gard, we trust, to his glory and the 
best good of his cause, our conscien- 
ces have constrained us to give an 
affirmative answer to the following 
questions, and to unite in the follow- 
ing result: 

Question Ist. Is it expedient, in 
any case, that the consociation dissolve 
the connexion bet ween a minister and 
a people, for the benefit of the Theo 
logical Seminary at Andover? 

Answered unanimously in the 4 
firmative. 

Question 2d. Is it expedient tha 


* From motives of delicacy some ¢* 
pressions of friendship to Mr, Porter 0’ 
here omitted. 
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the pastoral relation between the Rev. 
Ebenezer Porter and the. church and 
society in Washington be dissolved, 
that he may accept, as soon as his 
health and other circumstances will 
permit, the office to which he is elect- 
ed in the Theological Seminary at 
Andover? 

Answered unanimously in the af- 
firmative. 

Therefore, Voted unanimously, That 
the pastoral relation, between the 
Rev. Ebenezer Porter and the church 
and society in Washington, be dis- 
solved, and it is hereby dissolved. 

In the result, we have not suppos- 
ed ourselves at liberty to do evil that 
good may come; but have felt our- 
selves bound, as Christian men and 
guardians of the church, to exercise 
ourselves, and to recommend to Mr. 
Porter, and to this church and people, 
to exercise that disinterested love 
which seeketh not her own, but, in all 
things, has respect to the glory of 
God. We think also that in this de- 
cision, we conform to the immemorial 
usage of this State; our College hav- 
ing been supplied, uniformly, with 
presidents and professors of divinity, 
by the removal of ministers from their 
pastoral charges. 

The foregoing minutes were read, 
and unanimously approved, as the 
doings of this consociation. 

Noau BENEpicT, Moderator. 
Attest, S. Wu1ITTELsEy, 2 Scribe 
James Morris, eee 


A true copy of the original minutes 
of consociation. 
Attest, Samu. WHitTeseEy, Scribe. 


os 


INAUGURATION. 


On Wednesday the ist of April, the 
Rev. Esenezer Porter, late pas- 
tor of the church in Washington, 
(Conn.) was inaugurated as Professor 
of Sacred Rhetoric in the Theological 
Seminary at Andover. The Rev. 
Dr. Holmes made the introductory 


Vou. 1V. New Series. 


prayer and preached the sermon; the 
Rev. Mr. Dana of Newburyport made 
the inaugurating prayer; the Rev. Dr. 
Pearson, President of the Board of 
Trustees of Phillips Academy, read 
the appropriate parts of the Statutes 
of the Founders, and the Creed, 
which was repeated by the Professor 
elect; and the Rev. Dr. Spring made 
the concluding prayer. 

The Inaugural Oration was omitted 
on account of the indisposition of Mr. 
Porter. 


ORDINATIONSs 


OrpAINED, at Richland, (N.Y.) the 
Rev. Oxniver Leavit. Sermon 
from Matt. x, 40. 

At New Haven, (Conn.) on the 8th 
inst. the Rev. NATHANIEL W. Tay. 
Lor, as pastor of the First Church 
in that city, Sermon by the Rev. Dr. 
Dwight from 1 Pet. i, 12,—which 
things the angels desire to look into. - 

At New Ipswich, (N.H.) on the 
12th ult. the Rev. Ricuarp Haut, to 
the pastoral care of the Congrega- 
tional church in that town. Sermon 
by the Rev. Dr. Woods from 2 Cor, 
xii, 15. 

At Hamden, (Conn.y the Rev. 
ELIPHALET B. CoLeMan. 

At Leicester, (Mass.) the Rev. 
Joun NE tson, jun. Sermon from 2 
Cor. ii, 16. | 


INSTALLATIONS, 


INSTALLED at the parish of North 
Killingworth, (Conn.) the Rev. Asa 
Kinc. Sermon from 1 Cor. iii, 4—7, 

At Portland, (Maine,) the Rev, 
EvrjaH KELLOGG, (late senior pas- 
tor of the First Church in that place) 
over the Chapel Cangregational 
Church and Society. 

At Belchertown, ( Mass.) the Rev, 
EXPERIENCE PorTeER. Sermon 
from 2 Thess. vy, 12, 13. 
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LETTER FROM MR. HALL. 


The following paragraphs are extracts 
from a letter to the Rev Dr. Morse, 
written by Mr. Gordon Hall, one of 
the American missionaries, after he 
had embarked for Asia. 


**On board the ship Harmony, 
Feb. 22, 1812, 

*fREV. AND DEAR SIR, 

I rake the liberty of addressing a 
line to you, believing that it will ever 
be grateful to your feelings to hear 
all you can from the American Mis- 
sion, in which your heart is so deeply 
interested. 

*‘Our arrival at Philadelphia was 
safe and seasonable. We were re- 
ceived with warm affection and en- 
larged benevolence. Last Monday 
evening a prayer-meeting was held 
in the Tabernacle. Most of the Pres- 
byterian and Baptist clergy were 
present; also the Rev. Messrs. Joyce 
and Burch, all the missionaries, and 
a numerous concourse. Many fervent 
prayers were addressed to the throne 
of grace in behalf of Zion, and for the 
success of the mission. The meeting 
was deeply solemn and interesting. 
To the missionaries it was peculiarly 
animating and encouraging. I believe 
we all blessed God and took courage. 

**Mr. Ralston spared no pains in 
making every possible arrangement 
for our advantage and comfort. He 
has laid the missionaries and their 
employers under very great obliga- 
tions- He, Dr. Green, and others, 
were active in procuring for us such 
national documents as may be of great 
use to us 

‘‘On Tuesday morning we left Phil- 
adelphia for Newcastle, whither the 
ship had previously gone. We weie 
detained till Thurs:ay; then sailed as 
far as Port Penn, where we were de- 
tained till this morning, (Saturday) 
by astorm. We are*now under way; 
but the wind is so moderate, that we 
have little hope of getting to sea- He 
who holds the winds in his fisis will 
order our voyage in wisdom and 
righteousness; blessed be his name. 

‘*The number of souls on board the 
ship is as follows, viz. from the Lon- 
don Missienary Society, the Rev. Mr. 





Letter from Mr. Halli. Aprnrt, 


May and his wife, and Miss Green, 
from the Baptist Missionary Society, 
the Rev. Messrs. Johns and Lawson, 
and their wives, two children and an 
unmarried female; brother Nott and 
his wife, and brother Rice and my: 
self, fourteen in all. We have also 
two French passengers with us, two 
supercargoes, the captain, the first 
and second mates, and crew, making 
thirty-nine souls on board. The ac. 
commodations of the ship are fully 
equal to our expectations. As yet 
every thing is pleasant. The Lord 
hath done great things for us, where. 
of we are glad. 

**We shall ever be anxious to hear 
from our native land—especially from 
those who have taken so deep an in. 
terest in our success, as you, Sir, 
have. We hope you will not wait to 
hear from us before you write. We 
can make such arrangements, that 
letters directed to us at Calcutta will 
reach us. Let me beg you to write 
soon, 

Yours, dear Sir, in Christian affec. 
tion, Gorpon HALL. 


“Feb. 24. Between the capes in 
Delaware bay. I have opened this 
letter to inform you that con- 
trary winds obliged us to return 
to Port Penn, on Sabbath morning. 
A kind Providence permitted our 
missionary company to have regular 
worship on the Sabbath. I preached 
in the morning, brother Johns, P. M. 
Though separated from the house of 
God and the congregation of his peo- 
ple, we humbly trust that our Savior 
was with us. Owing to the situation 
of the ship, but one mariner attended. 
The captain has expressed an inten- 
tion to join with us not only in the 
worship of the Sabbath, but in our 
morning and evening exercises, 4S 
soon as the shipis at sea. In this 
respect things appear favorable. May 
God grant his blessing. Wind now 
fair—we move rapidly—fare well.” 


This letter was sent back by the 
pilot boat, and contains the latest in- 
telligence from the missionaries, The 
public will not probably hear from 
them again till next autumn. 
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The following letter was written by the 
wife of one of the missionaries, on 
the evening before the vessel sailed 
from Salem, 


‘Here am I, my dear mother, on 
board the brig Caravan, in a neat lit- 
tle cabin, with brother and sister 
Judson, Mr. P— and Capt. I—, (who 
will spend the night with us,) and 
another dear friend whose beloved 
society enlivens my spirits, and ren- 
ders my situation pleasant. I have 
at length taken leave of the land of 
my forefathers, and entered the ves- 
sel which will be the place of my 
residence, till I reach the desired 
haven. Think not, my dear mother, 
that we are now sitting in s.lent sor 
row, strangers to peace. Oh no; 
though the idea that I have lefi,_ you, 
to see you no more, is painful indeed; 
yet I think I can gay, that I have 
found the grace of my Redeemer 
sufficient tor me—his strength has 
been made perfect in my weakness. 
We have been engaged in singing 
this evening, and can you believe me, 
when I tell you, that I never engag- 
ed in this delightful part of worship 
with greater pleasure. 

‘Our accommodations have ex. 
ceeded my highest expectations. God 
has ever been doing me good; He 
will not leave me in this trying hour. 
I feel distressed that I should cAuse 
you and my other dear friends so 
much pain’ Why should you feel 
anxious, my moiher? Let me intreat 
you to dry your tears which have 
been shed on my account, trust in 
God, and be'happy. The agreeable 
disappointment which I have met 
with relative to the accommodations 
of the vessel lays me under renewed 
obligations to devote myself entirely 

«to my covenant Redeemer. I feel 
4 sweet satisfaction in reflecting npon 
the undertaking, in which I am en- 
gaged. It is not to acquire the riches 
and honors of this fading world; but 
to assist one of Christ’s dear minis- 
ters in carrying the giad tidings of 
salvation to the perishing heathen of 
Asia. 

‘‘L intended to have written a long 
letter to our dear M— before | left 
Salem; but have found is quite im. 
practicable. Do give my love to her 


and Mr. H—. I hope they will not 
forget me when I am astranger in a 
strange land. Remember me affec- 
tionately to Mr. and Mrs, W—, Miss 
H—, and all my other friends. I 
shall think much of the society of fe- 
males in my native town. Will they 
not make me a subject of intercession 
at every meeting? O that they may be 
abundantly blessed. 

**] never shall repay you, my dear 
mother, for all the kindness and love 
you have shewn me thus far in life. 
Accept my sincere thanks for every 
favor, and Oh forgive me for so often 
causing you pain and anxiety. May 
the Almighty reward you a hundred 
fold for your Kindness to me. And 
now, my dear mother what more 
shall I say, but ask you to pray for 
me, and engage other Christians to 
do the same. 


‘*There is acaim for those who weep, 
A rest for weary pilgrims” — 


Parting sounds will not be heard in 
heaven. May we meet there, after 
lives filled with usefulness and duty. 
I have a thousand things to say, but 
must stop short. 


It is late—I must retire——Dear 
methers, adieu,” 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MIS- 
SLONARY SOCLETY IN THE COUN- 


TILES OF BERKSHIRE AND COLUM- 
BIA, 


Tue fourteenth annual meeting of the 
Missionary Society, in the counties 
of Berkshire and Columbia, was hold- 
en on the 17th of September last, at 
the meeting-house in Catskill, (N.Y.) 
at the opening of which a sermon 
was delivered by the Rev. John 
Morse of Greenriver. The meeting 
was attended by a respectable num- 
ber of the members of the Society. 
The Trustees made a Report of 
their proceedings, relative to the 
employment of missionaries, and ex- 
penditure of monies, since their ap- 
pointment at the last meeting, which 
was accepted bythe Society. The 
following is an abstract of their Re- 
port:i—--The Rey. Reuben Parmel*, 
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the Rev James Davis, the Rev. Wil- 
ham J. Wilcox, and Mr. Jonathan 
Sheldon, wha received missionary 
appointments from a former board of 
Trustees, have made returns of their 
services. Mr. Parmele labored ten 
weeks in the Batavian settlements, 
in the State of New-York; Mr. Davis 
eight weeks in the mountain towns 
in the State of Vermont; Mr. Wilcox 
fifty days, and Mr. Sheldon six 
weeks, in the western counties of 
the State of New York. 

By the present Board of Trustees 
missionary appointments have been 
made out to the following ministers 
and candidates, viz. the Rev Messrs. 
Jeremiah Osborn, Reuben Parmele, 
Aaron Kinne, Joseph Avery, and 
Oliver Ayer—-and Messrs. Amos 
Bingham, Jonathan Sheldon, Moses 
Elliot and Thomas Hardy. The 
most of these appointments have been 
fulfilled, and the journals of the mis- 
sionaries have been received. Re- 
turns of seventy-seven weeks of mis- 
sionary service have been made to 
this Board. 

The amount of contributions re- 
ceived by the Missionaries, in the 
new settlements, for the use of the 
Society is 56,69 1-2, 


Officers of the Society forthe present 
year. 

Rev. Bertan HorcukKkty, President. 
Rev. Jacor CaT.uin, Vice President. 
Rev. ALvan Hype, Secretary. 

Maj- Henry Brown, Treasurer. 
Rev. SAMUEL SHEPARD, Cleré. 
JoserH WoopsrRI1DGE, Esq. Auditor. 


Trustees. 
Rev. Alvan Hyde, Hon. William 
Walker, Rev. David Porter, D. D. 


Hon. Thomas B. Cook, Rev. Samuej 
Shepard, Foseph Woodbridge, Esq. Rey, 
Facob Catlin, Col. David Pratt, Rey, 
Fohn Chester, Noah Rossetter, Esq. 
and Major Henry Brown. 


Committee of Missions. 
Rev. Alvan Hyde, Rev, Samuel Shep, 
ard, and Joseph Woodbridge, Esq. 


The next annual meeting of the So. 
ciety will be holden at the Court 
House in Lenox, the third Tuesday 
in Sept. 1812, at two o’clock, P.M. 
The Rev. Aaron Kinne is appointed 
to preach on the occasion; and in 
case of his failure, Rev. John Waters. 

ALVAN Hype, Secretary. 


Receipts of the Society during the 
year previous to the annual meeting. 


Entrance money and annui- 
ties from members $ 106,00 
Donations from otherpersons 26,37 
Collections from Religious 
Societies, and in the new 


settlements 161,68 
Profits on the Panoplist, vols. 
I, Il, IIl 48,00 
From Cent Societies in 
Stockbridge and Lee 34,25 
Bequest of Mr. Joel Baldwin 
late of Williamstown 60,86 
Interest of money 16,74 
$453,90 
Expenditures. 
Paid to Missionaries 531,00 
For books 10,60 
Contingencies 4,75 
$ 546,35 


Balance in the Treasury $367.35 


LITERARY AND MISCELLANEOUS INTELLI 
GENCE. 


WORKS PROPOSED AND IN PRESS. 


Merrifield and Cochran, Windsor, 
(Vt.) propose to pubhsh by subscrip- 
tion an Enquiry into the nature of the 
sinner’s inability to make a new heart, 
or become truly religious; containing 


some remarks on the Hon. Nathaniel 
Niles’s ‘‘Letter to a Friend:”’ Also 
containing an answer to the enquiry 
whether virtue consists in principle 
or action. By Abijah Wines, A.M. 
pastor of the Congregational church 
in Newport, (N.H.) 
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Samuel T. Armstrong proposes to 
publish by ‘subscription the Young 
Minister’s Companion, or a Collection 
of valuable Treatises on the Pastoral 
Office, containing Mason’s Student 
and Pastor, Macgill’s Considerations 
for Young Clergymen, Watts’s Rules 
for Ministerial Conduct, VDoddridge 
on the Evil of neglecting Souls, and 
Baxter’s Reformed Pastor: the whole 
to be comprised in an octavo volume 
of 500 or 600 pages. 


S. Etheridge, jun. Charlestown,’ 


proposes to publish by subscription 
Memoirs of the Life of Martha Lau- 
rens Ramsay, who died in Charleston, 
(S.C.) on the tenth of June, 1811, in 
the 52d year of her age; with an ap- 
pendix containing extracts from her 
diary, letters, and other private. pa- 
pers; and also from letters written to 
her by her father, Henry Laurens, 
1771—1776. By David Ramsay, M.D. 
Second edition improved ‘and en- 
larged. 


— 
NEW WORKS, 


A Sermon delivered in the city of 
Burlington, on the first day of 
May A.D. 1811, at the opening 
of the Convention of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, in New 
Jersey. By the Rev. Simon Wil- 
mer, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Swedesborough. Burlington; D. 
Allinson & Co. 1811. 

The History of the Jews from the 
destruction of Jerusalem to the nine- 
teenth century. In two volumes, 
12mo. By Hannah Adams, Boston; 
John Eliot, jun. 1812. 

A Sermon preached before the Bi- 
ble and Common Prayer Book Sccie- 
ty of New York, im Trinity Church, 
March 1, 1812. By Nathaniel Bowen, 
A. M. Rector of Grace Church New 
York. New York, T. & J. Swords. 

A Sermon preached in the Meet- 
ing House of the Baptist Society in 
Salem, on Lord’s day evening, Jan. 
26, :812. For the benefit of the 
translations of the Scriptures into the 
languages of India and China. With 
an Appendix, including remarks on 


President Smith’s observations on 
Foreign Missions. By William Johns, 
Missionary to India. Boston; Lin- 
coln and Edmands. 

A Tribute of Respect to the mem- 
ory of the Hon. James Bowdoin, Esq. 
in a Sermon, preached at Dorchester, 
Oct. 27, 1811. By Thaddeus Mason 
Harris, Minister of the First Church 
in Dorchester. Boston; J. Belcher. 
1811. 

An Oration pronounced before the 
Washington Benevolent Society of the 
County of Hampshire, on their first 
anniversary, 1812. In commemora- 
tion of the nativity of Washington. 
By Isaac C. Bates, Esq. Northamp- 
ton; William Butler. 

Mr. Lloyd’s Speech, in the Senate 
of the United States, on the Bill con- 


cerning the Naval Establishment, : 


Feb. 28, 1812 

A letter to a Member of Congress, 
on the subject of a British War. 
Providence; John Carter. 1812. 

Speech of the Hon, Josiah Quincy, 
in the House of Representatives of the 
United States, Jan. 25, 1812, in rela- 
tion to Maritime Protection. Alex- 
andria, S. Snowden. 

An Oration in commemoration of 
the birth of our illustrious Washing- 
ton, pronounced at Windsor, (Vt.) 
Feb. 24, 1812, before the Washington 
Benevolent Society, By Josiah Dun- 
ham. Windsor; Thomas M. Pomroy. 

A Farewell Discourse delivered to 
the Congregational Church and Soci- 
ety of Chelsea, in Norwich, (Conn.) 
Aug. 18, 1811. Tegether with an 
Appendix giving some account of the 
ground of difficulty bet ween the pas- 
tor and the society: together with the 
result of Council. By Walter King. 
New York; J. Seymour. 1811. 

A Sermon, delivered before the 
Society for propagating the Gospel} 
among the Indians and others in 
North America, at their anniversary, 
Noy. 7, 1811. By James Kendall, 


A. M. minister of the First Church in 
Plymouth. Boston; J. Eliot, jun. 
1812. 

Female Piety damanding assist- 
ance; two Sermons, delivered in Brad- 
ford, Second Parish, Jan. 5, 1812, and 
afierwards in two other places. By 
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Hervey Wilbur. Published by re- 
quest. Haverhill; W. B. Allen. 


EARTHQUAKES. 


Or all the visitations of Divine Provi- 
dence upon a guilty world, earth- 
quakes are among the most awful. 
Our country has been, since its set- 
tlement hitherto, comparatively free 
from the disastrous effects of these 
convulsions; though the inhabitants 
have been occasionally terrified by 
slight or more threatening motions of 
the earth. ‘The winter pas: has been 
distinguished by the number, fre- 
quency, and extent of the earth- 
yuakes. On the 16th of December 
last, numerous shocks were felt in all 
the southern and western parts of the 
union. It is ascertained that the 
earth was shaken with more or less 
violence from New York to the Flor. 
idas, and from the Atlantic to the 
Mississippi. From the violence of 
the convulsions on that river, it is 
probable that an immense tract of 
country to the westward experienced 
similar effects. In Charleston, (S.C.) 
and many other places, the motion of 
the earth was sufficient to ring the 
church bells, and the shocks were 
rapid in succession for three or four 
days. On the Mississippi the shocks 
were Many times repeated, and with 
such violence that forest trees were 
broken off instantly by the vibratory 
motion, the banks of the river fell in, 
and its bed was raised in many places 
so as to form a multitude of new isl- 
ands. All the boats on the river 
were in imminent danger of being 
sunk, and several moored by the 
shore were buried with their crews 
by the crumbling banks. The ground 
opened in many places toa greatdepth, 
and shut again with violence. Sulphur- 
eous steams issued from the bed of the 
river and from apertures in the earth. 
The greatest effects of the earth- 
quakes were between a 100 and 200 
miles below the mouth of the Ohio. 
Eighty-nine distinct shocks were 
counted in seven days from the 16th. 

On the 7th of February other very 
severe shocks were felt in the 
southern and western states. The 
clergy of Charleston, (S.C.) recom. 





Earthquakes---Vew York School Fund. 





Apait, 


mended a day of public fasting ang 
prayer, which was observed on 
the 13th. 

At New Madrid on the Mississippi 
a considerable tract of land was inun. 
dated by the overflowing of the river 
and the sinking of the land. The 
town of New Madrid was rendered 
uninhabitable, and deserted by the 
people. 

On the 26th of March a most tre. 
mendous series of shocks was ex- 
perienced at Laguira and Carraccas 
in South America. ‘Many hundreds, 
(if not thousands, ) of the inhabitants 
were instantly hurried into eternity, 
The churches were open and con. 
tained many worshippers, as it was 
the eve of Good Friday. Of 40 
churches in Laguira 38 were de. 
molished, and the whole city, with 
the exception of a few houses, was 
destroyed. To prevent contagion the 
dead bodies wefe dragged from the 
ruins, and burned, or sunk in the sea. 
Caraccas is said to have contained 
40,000 inhabitants, and Laguira 
25,000. 

Many serious reflections occur to 
the mind while considering these 
awful events. One of the most use- 
ful, as well as the most obvious is, 
that for aught we are able to tell, the 
people of our own towns and cities, 
the people of Boston for instance, are 
continually as much exposed to be 
overwhelmed with an earthquake, 
as the people of Laguira were a few 
months ago. Whenever it pleases 
God, he visits the sins of mankind 
with the most terrible judgments, 
however careless or confident the 
victims of his displeasure may be. 
It is not because our iniquities do not 
provoke the Divine anger that we 
are spared, while others are buried 
under their fallen dwellings. 





NEW YORK SCHOOL FUND. 


From a repurt made to the Governor 
of the state of New York by a com- 
mittee appoigted for that purpose, it 
appears that the amount of the school 
fund of that state on the 11th ult. was 
$558,464:69; and that the revenue of 
this fund for the current year is esti- 
mated at $45,216:94. 
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DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Feb. 8, 1812. By the hands of Mr. A. Judson, jun. viz. 
Donation from the Rev. Daniel A. Clark ot Weymouth, 
A contributionin Dracut,* 

Feb. 10. From individuals in the Rev. Mr. Niles’s Soci- 
ety in Abington, by the hands of Mr, James Richards, 
jun, viz. 

: From Nathaniel Howe $20. Samuel Norton 5, 
Joshua King, John Cushing, and Edward Cobb, 
10 each 

Brackley Shaw, 5. Jacob N. Shaw, 10. 

William Wales, Isaac Reed, and Martha Pulling, 5 
each 

Sarah Reed, 8. Calvin Shaw, 6. 

Noah Ford, Richard Vining, and Philip Pratt, 5 each 

Brackley Cushing and Seth Hunt, 10 each 

Brackley Shaw, 4th. Jacob Cobb, David Torrey, Jo- 
siah Hunt, and Ephraim Hunt, 5 each 

From several persons in donations under $5 each 

From individuals in Abington and Bridgewater, belong- 
ing to the Rev. Mr. Thomas’s Society, by the hands of 
Mr. Richards, viz. 

From the Rev. Daniel Thomas 

Aaron Hobart, 6. Josiah Torrey, 5 

Ben}. Hobart and his mother, 5. Eleazer Whitman, 5 
In donations under $5 each 

From individuals in the Rev. Mr. Norton’s Society in 
Weymouth, by the hands of Mr. Richards, viz. 

From the Rey. Jacob Norton, 10. James Jones, 10 

From Col. Asa White 

In donations under $5 each 

From ladies in Weymouth, by the hands of the Rev. 
Daniel A. Clark, transmitted by Mr. Richards 

From a widow in Dorchester, by the hands of Mr, 
Richards 

April 1, From the children in a school taught by Miss 
Hills, Andover 

April 2. Dorations from individuals in West Springfield, 
by the hands of the Rev. Dr. Lathrop, viz. 

From Mr. John Ashley $100 
From two other persons 7 i. 

A contribution from the Congregational Society in Ran- 
dolph, by the hands of the Rev. Jonathan Strong 

From the Foreign Mission Society of Boston and the Vi- 
cinity ; 

April 22. From individuals in Windham, (Vt.) trans- 

mitted by the Rev. Mr. Lawson, by the hands of tle 
Rev, Drs Worcester , 

April 23. From individuals in West Boylston, by the 

hands of Mr. Ezekiel Rich, viz. 


Widow Mary Beeman, $5. Widow.Lavina Bigelow, 5 


Capt. Silas Newton 
In donations under $5 éach 


$6 


19,15—25,15 


15 
14 
15 
20 


25 
72,65-231,65 


10 
11 
10 
$0,25—61,25 
20 
10,25 
16,12—46,38 
15,00 
5,00 
7,00 
107,00 
48,70 
62,82 
7,00 
10 
10 
26,14—46,14 





Carried forward $673,09 


*In the account of donations from Dracut, published in our last number, instead f 
the Rev, Mr, Atkinson's Society, read the Rev. Mr. Aiken's Society. 
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place where he lived, asking 
how long he would live, were 
answered, that after his death 
they would all die. Upon which 
the Phrygians entered into a 
reat mourning; whence was de- 
rived the proverb, “Annacum 
flere;” to weep for 4nnacus; ap- 
plied to those, who gave them- 
selves up to excessive lamenta- 
tion. The deluge under Deu- 
calion, having come, they all per- 
ished. 

A very ancient author, a frag- 
ment of whom is preserved by 
Suidas, says, that Annacus was a 
person of great antiquity, prior 
to the time of Ducalion. He is 
said to have been a king; who, 
foreseeing the approaching del- 
uge, collected all people togeth- 
er, i.e. all the people of the vi- 
cinity; and led them to atemple, 
where le offered up his prayers 
for them, accompanied by many 
tears. 

Hermogenes, writing concern- 
ing the Phrygians, says, that 
Cannacas foresaw the flood; and 
earnestly prayed the Gods to a- 
vert the calamity. 

The second class of testimonies, 
which I shall allege, will immedi- 
ately respect the Deluge itself. 

Bochart observes, that the 
story of the deluge has spread 
through all nations. 

Howard observes, that all men 
have retained a memory of the 
deluge; and the TZatars and 
Arabians have preserved the 
names of those, who escaped 
from it, and of several of their 
posterity. These two nations 
were never conquered, nor mix- 
ed; and like the Jews, have kept 
their original manners, and ex- 
tenSively preserved genealogies. 
Their accounts were totally in- 
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dependent of the Jewish history, 

Again, that Woah was pre- 
served from the deluge in an 
ark, or ship, and even his very 
name, as in the Hebrew, was 
known and repeated, by all the 
nations from China to the Me- 
diterranean, and the Baltic. In 
all these traditions we find some, 
and by comparing them may col- 
lect all, the articles of the Mo- 
saic account of the deluge. 
These traditions are independ- 
ent, because they are applied to 
fables, belonging to each nation. 

Again, the precise number of 
ten generations, as asserted by 
Moses, is repeated by nations 
the most distant; the Chinese; 
the Persians; by Sanchoniathon 
a Phenician; by Berosus,a Chal- 
dean, by the Egyptians; the Ta. 
tars; and the Aradians. The 
two last give to most of the an- 
tediluvian patriarchs the same 
names, which are given to them 
in Genests. 

Sir William Jones observes, 
that the Persians believe in a 
universal deluge; that the first 
Purana of the Hindoos, contains 
an account of the deluge; and 
that the Czinese declare the 
world to have been overflowed 
by a deluge, which covered the 
whole earth; then subsided, and 
separated the higher age of the 
world from the lower. 

Josefihus says, that the history 
of the deluge was to be met with 
in the writings of all nations,who 
treated of the first ages. He ex- 
pressly particularizes Berosus, 
Hieronymus of Egyft, Mnaseas, 
Abydenus, Melo, and Nicolaus 
Damascenus; and declares, that 
it was recorded by many others. 

The account of Adydenus, ta- 
ken from the archives of the 
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Medes and Babylonians, and pre- 
served by Eusebius in his Pre- 
paratio Evang. is as follows. 

“Kronus premonished, or pre- 
signified, that there would be a 
multitude of rains on the 15th 
day of the month Desius; and 
commanded Sisithrus to conceal 
every thing, which happened, in 
letters, in Hierafiolis, among the 
Siffiarians.  Sisithrus, having 
done as commanded, sailed im- 
mediately to Armenia. The 
third day after he arrived, he 
made an experiment by sending 
out birds, that they might dis- 
cover whether the earth was dry: 
(or whether the water had un- 
covered the earth.) The birds, 
finding no resting place, came 
back to Sisithrus; and, after 
them, others likewise. This be- 
ing done thrice, the birds re- 
turned with their feet stained 
with soil. Upon this he quitted 
the ark, and was seen no more of 
men: being taken away by the 
Gods from earth. The ark lodg- 
ed int Armenia; and became an 
alexipharmic to the neighbor- 
ing inhabitants.” 

Melo in a fragment, preserved 
also by Eusebius, has the follow- 
ing declaration. “They say, that, 
after the deluge, the man, who 
was preserved, went from .4/r- 
menia with his sons. Being 
driven out of his place of resi- 
dence by his own countrymen, 
or domestics, he passed over the 
intermediate country, and came 
to the mountainous parts of Sy- 
ria, at that time a desert.” 

Stephanus Byzant. says, “The 
deluge of Deucalion having 
come, all men perished. The 
earth being dried again, Jupiter 
commanded Prometheus to form 
images of clay; which being fin- 
ished he summoned the winds 


to breathe on them all, and thus 
make them living beings.” 

Diodorus Siculus says, “In the 
deluge, which happened in the 
time of Deucalion, most of man- 
kind were destroyed.” 

Lucian, in his book de Dea 
Syra, has the following passage 
concerning an ancient temple in 
Hierapolis. 

“Most persons say, that this 
temple was built by Deucalion: 
viz. that Deucalion, in whose 
time there was a general deluge. 
I have heard,in Greece, what the 
Greeks relate concerning this 
Deucation. The story is this. 

“¢The present race of men is 
not the original one. All that 
race perished. The men, who 
are now, are of a second race, 
which sprang from Deucalion; 
and have increased to an incredi- 
ble multitude. Of the original 
race these things are related: 
that, waxing proud, they perpe- 
trated wicked deeds: for they 
neither kept their oatl:s; nor re- 
ceived strangers; nor regarded 
suppliants. For these things a 
most dreadful calamity came up- 
on them. A flood of water burst 
out of the earth; and excessive 
rains came from heaven. The 
rivers overflowed their bounds; 
and the sea overspread the land, 
so that all places were covered 
with water; and all men perish- 
ed. Deucalion alone was left, to 
be the founder of a second race, 
on account of his prudence and 
piety. 

“He put his women and chil- 
dren into.a great ark, (Agpy2xq; ) 
and entered into it himself. 
When he had done this, the 
swine, horses, lions, serpents, 
and all other creatures feeding 
on the face of the earth, came, 
two of each; which he received 
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to himself. These animals were 


all harmless, because a peaceful, - 


friendlv, disposition was sent up- 
on them from Gop; and they all 
sailed together in the ark, so 
long as the water was upon the 
earth. These are the things, 
which the Greeks say of Deuca- 
lion. 

“@oncerning the things, which 
afterward took place,a wonder- 
ful story is told by the people of 
Fhierapolis: viz. that in their 
country, the earth parted asun- 
der, and swailowed up the flood 
of waters; and, on the very place 
of this rupture, altars, and a 
temple of Juno, were erected 
by Deucalion. I saw the rupture 
of the earth myself. It was di- 
rectly under the temple, and 
very small. Whether it was 
formerly greater, and has been 
lessened by time, I know not. 
This I know; that, when I saw 
it, it was very small. As a me- 
morial, and a proof, of this story, 
they have this custom. Twice 
in a year wateris brought from 
the sea to this temple; and not 
only the priests, but all Syria 
and ‘radia, and even from the 
Euphrates men go to the sea; 
and all bring water thence, and 
pour it out in the temple. The 
water runs down into the rup- 
ture; and, though smail, it re- 
ceives an immense quantity of 
water. At the sume time they 
say, that this rite was instituted 
by Deucation, as.a memorial of 
the deluge, and of his deliver- 
ance. Such is the ancient tra- 
dition concerning this temple.” 

Alexander Polyhistor says, that 
“Otiartes being dead, Xisuthrus, 
his son, reigned 18 years; which 
they call Saros. In his time, 


they say, there was a great del- 
uge, Xisuthrus was preserved; 
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Saturn himself premonishing 
him of what was to take place, 
and directing him to build an 
ark, and to sail in it, together 
with birds, beasts, and reptiles.” 

The substance of the account, 
given by Berosus, concerning the 
Deluge, is as follows. 

In the time of Xisurhrus hap- 
pened the Deluge. Kronus ap- 
peared to him in a vision, and 
4nformed him, that on the 15th 
day of the month Desfus there 
would be a flood, by which man- 
kind would be destroyed. He 
then ordered Xisuthrus to build 
a vessel; to take into it his friends 
and relations with him; and to 
commit himself to the deep. 
AXisuthrus obeyed; and, having 
taken on board every thing ne- 
cessary to sustain life,.took in 
also all kinds of animals, that 
Having asked 
whither he was to go, he was 
answered “to the Gops.’’ Upon 
which he offered up a prayer for 
the good of mankind. The ves- 
sel was five stadia in length, and 
two in breadth. Into this he put 
his wife, children, and friends, 
and every thing, which he had 
prepared After the flood had 
been sometime upon the earth, 
and was somewhat abated, Xisu- 
thrus sent some birds out of the 
vessel; which, not finding any 
food, nor any place to rest their 
feet, returned to him again. Af- 
ter some days he sent some 
birds forth a second time; which 
returned to him, having their 
feet stained with mud. He made 
the experiment the third time; 
when the birds returned no more. 
{oncluding trom this fact that 
the waters had left the surface 
of the ground dry, he made an 
opening in the vessel; and look- 
ing out, found, that the vessel 
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was driven to the side of a 
mountain. He then qpbitted it, 
attended by his wife, children,. 
and the pilot. Xisuthrus imme- 
diately paid his adorations to the 
earth; and, having built an altar, 
offered sacrifices to the Gops. 
Then Xisuthrus, and those who 
came with him out of the vessel, 
disappeared; and were deeply 
lamented by those who were in 
it. They heard his voice in the 
air, imforming them, that on ac- 
count of his piety he was trans- 
lated to live with the Gops, to- 
gether with his wife, children, 
and pilot. Having heard these 
words, they offered sacrifices to 
the Gops; and taking a circuit, 
came into Babylona. The place, 
where these things happened, 

was Armenia. The remains of 
the vessel are now to be seen on 
one of the Corcyrean mountains 
in that country; and people, at 
times, scrape off the bitumen, 
with which it was overspread, 
for amulets. 

Diodorus Siculus says, “the £- 
gyftians declare the flood of 
Deucalion to have been univer- 
sal.” 

Pliny says,it reached to Italy. 

Varro callsthe time between the 
first man andthe deluge ignotum; 
that between the deluge and the 
first Olympiad, /aduldusum; and 
that between the first Olympiad 
and his own time Ais‘oricum.” 

The Ocean was made the fa- 
ther of all things by the Greeks, 
and other Heathen Nations, be- 
cause the deluge preceded all 
things known by them. 

The Waterer, or 4yuarius, in 
the Zodiac, is said by Hegesianax 
to be Deucalion: because, while 
he reigned, so great a flood of 
water poured from the heayens, 





that there was a deluge on the’ 


earth. 

Porfihyry says, the Sun was 
often exhibited as a man, sailing 
on a float: and Plutarch testifies, 
that this was a customary mode 
of exhibiting the’Sun. Jamdii- 
chus, also, describes the Sun as 
sitting upon the Lotos, and sail- 
ing in a vessel. 

The ancient coins of Eryx 
have on one side aJanus Bifrons 
or double-faced Janus, and on 
the other a dove: 1.e. Woah lock- 
ing back on the world destroyed, 
and forward on theworld renewed. 

On a coin struck at dfamea, 
in Phrygia, on the river Afar- 
syas, anciently named Ki€wToc, 
or the Ark, is delineated an ark, 
with two persens looking out of 
it. Over it is a dove sitting; 
and under that another flutter- 
ing, and holding in its moutha 
a branch. Upon the side of the 
ark, underneath the persons who 
are in it, is the word, NOR: 
Voch. Before the ark 1s a man, 
following a woman. Both ap- 
pear to have just quitted the 
ark, and to have arrived on the 
dry land. J alconerius Says, that 
he had met with three of these 
coins: the first, in the collection 
of the duke of Zuscany; the 
second, in that of the Cardinal 
Ottoboni; the third, the property 
of dAuguskino Chigi, nephew of 
Pope Alexander Vil, 

The Celtic nations, who spread 
first over the Lesser Asia, and 
afterwards over all the southern 
parts of Europe, and over Great 
Britain and Ireland, universally 
belicved the existence of the 
deluge. 

Bruce informs us, that the 
black people, who inhabit the 
mountains of /éiadesh, bordering 
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the southwestern side of the Red 
Sea, live, during the dry season, 
in the vallies beneath them; and, 
during the rainy season, retire to 
these mountains, where they live 
in caves, dug, in the solid rocks. 
They declare, that they descend- 
ed from Cush, the father of Vim- 
rod; and say, that their ancestors 
made these caves, after the del- 
uge, from an apprehension, that 
the earth might be overflowed 
again. 

Many Spanish writers, partic- 
ularly Acosta and Herrera, de- 
clare, that traditions existed con- 
cerning the deluge, of the pres- 
ervation of animals, and of the 
raven, and dove, sent forth out of 
the ark, in the island of Cuéa, 
and in the provinces of A/echoa- 
can and WNicaragua, in New 
Spain, 

Among the traditionary testi- 
monics of this event, still re- 
maining, is a historical Mexican 
picture. In this picture is an 
ark, containing a number of per- 
sons. Several other persons are 
exhibited as having left it, and 
as walking out through the water, 
in which it swims, towards the 
shore. 

The Mohekaneews, who inhab- 
ited this country from the Po- 
towmac to the St. Lawrence, and, 
except the country of the Jro- 
guois, from the Atlantic near, 
and probably quite, to the Pacific, 
had a very ancient tradition, that 
their country was once drowned, 
together with all its inhabitants, 
except one Powaw and his wife. 
The tribes of this nation, who 
lived in the eastern part of Vew 
England, supposed these two 
persons, foreseeing the flood, to 
have fled tothe White Mountains, 
and there to have been preserv- 
ed. From them, the tradition 
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Says, the country was repeopled, 

Universally, wherever tradi. 
tion goes back to ancient times, 
it records the existence of the 
deluge. I will add one more 
testimony, and conclude this part 
of my subject. 

In the first Purana of the 
Hindoos it is declared. that Meny 
or Nuh (Noah,) was informed by 
Feri, the preserver of the wuni- 
verse, that there would be ip 
seven days a deluge, by which 
the world would be destroyed; 
and that a large vessel should be 
previously sent.to him by Heri. 
He was directed to take all medic. 
inal herbs, and all seeds, and then 
accompanied by seven saints, en- 
circled by pairs of all brute ani- 
mals, to enter the spacious ark, 
where he was to continue safe 
from the flood until it should 
abate; and was promised pro- 
tection,and preservation, by Heri, 
At the time appointed, the sea, 
overwhelming its shores, delug- 
ed the whoie earth; and was aug- 
mented by showers frem im- 
mense clouds. The vessel ap- 
proached at the appointed time; 
and Menu having conformed to 
the directions of Heri, entered 
it, with the seven saints, (the 
chiefs of the Brahmins,) and to- 
gether with them was preserved. 

The third class of traditions, 
which I shall recite, wild imme- 
diately resfiect Noah himself. 

This patriarch is remembered 
under many names. Among 
them his own is retained by 
several nations of the East. 

It is a remark of Grozius, that 
Sisithrus, Xisuthrus, Deucalion, 
Ogyges,and Noah, all signify the 
same thing, in different lan- 
guages. 

Philo Judeus says, that the 
Greeks call that: person Deuca- 
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lions Whom the Chaldeans call 

Noah; in whose time, he adds, 
there was a great deluge. 

Cedrenus says, “O Nwe,” 
Noah, “named Xisuthrus by the 
Chaldeans.” 

That Saturn was Noah, is 
taught by Bochart, Bryant, Jones, 
and others; and with the strongest 
appearance of probability, for 
the following reasons. 

ist. He and his wife RhAca 
were children of Oceanus; or 
born of the Ocean. 

Qdly. He was a_ husband- 
man, and the first that taught 
agriculture; and was thence 
called by the Latins, “Sator,”’ 1c. 
the planter, or sower 

Sdly. He was the original 
planter of vines. 

4thly. “The coins, struck to his 
honor, had on the reverse a ship. 

sthly. He was esteemed the 
author of time. In more explicit 
language. time was supposed to 
commence at his birth. 

6thly. He lived to a very 
great age. 

7thly. He was styled king of 
the world; particularly of “the 
former world. See the 63d epi- 
gram of Martial, 

8thly. In his reign there was 
entire and universal peace. 

9thly. All men are said at 
this period to have been equal. 

l0thly. He is said to have de- 
voured all his children, except 
three: i. e. in plain language, all 
mankind were destroyed in his 
time, except his three sons. 

lithly. To these three he is 
said to have distributed the 
world. 

l2thly. He is said to have 
ruined all things: which were, 
however, restored with vast in- 
‘rease: i.e. all things were in 
his time ruined and restored. 


13thly. He is said to have been 
guilty of drunkenness. 

14thly. He was styled the Fa- 
ther of Gods and men; and some- 
times, of mortal men only. The 
Heathen Gods were men, and 
descendants of Woah. 

15thly. As a man, and aruler, 
he was eminently just. 

16thly. In his time, styled the 
golden age, the world was undi- 
vided, and mankind were happy. 

Phoroneus is another name of 
Noah in the Greek traditions. 
This will appear from the fol- 
lowing particulars. 

Ist. Phoroneus was styled the 
Father of Gods and men; and 
sometimes of mortal men only. 

<dly. He was styled the first 
of mortals. 

Sdly. He was said to have 
lived in the time of the deluge. 

4thly. ‘To have been the first, 
who built an altar; 

5thly. The first, who collected 
men together; 

6thly. The fir st, who gave laws, 
and distributed justice; 

7thly. The person, who dis- 
tributed mankind, by families 
over the carth; and 

Sthly. The first king upon 
earth. 

Accordingly Synceiius declares, 
that there is nothing in the Gre- 
clan history of the world before 
the time of Phoroneus. 

There are, in many nations, va- 
rious traditions concerning Woah, 
under different names, or tities. 
These traditions preserve, and 
agree in, many real particulars of 
his history. For example, they 
represent him as preserved in an 
ark; as being in a state of dark- 
ness, or distress; (a fact which 
seems to have left a very deep. 
impression on his early descend- 
ants;) as, allegoricaliy in a State 
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of death; as receiving a new life, 
called a second life, or birth; as 
the first born of mankind; as be- 
ing antediluvian, and postdiluvi- 
an; and sometimes, as being in 
an intermediate state between 
these; as the father of mankind; 
as a king; and as king of the 
whole earth. 

Apollodorus, having mention- 
ed Deucalion as consigned to an 
ark, suys, that, when he quitted 
it, he sacrificed inimediately to 
the God, who had preserved him. 

Apollonius ~Rhodius says of 
Deucalion, that he first built 
cities; that he reverenced the 
Immortals anew; or in plainer 
language that he renewed the 
worship of God; and that he first 
reigned over men. 


Noah was called Oan and Oan-' 


nes (the Dove,) by dbydenus and 
Alexander Palyhistor. 

Oannes, the first person, men- 
tioned in the symbolical history 
of Berosus, is said by Helladius 
to have been born of the Mun- 
dane Egg. This Egg is suppos- 
ed to have been an emblem of 
the ark, containing all the world 
of mankind. Hence Protogonos, 
or Vcah, is said to have been 
Qoyevys, d1Duye; 40rn ofan Ege, 
and possessed of two natures. 

Of Oannes Berosus says, that 
he shewed himself to mankind in 
the very first year; that is, of the 
renewed earth: 

That he was a preacher of 
justice, or righteousness; anda 
gencral instructor, and benefac- 
tor: 

That he had appeared in two 
different states: 

That he informed mankind of 
what happened in early times, 
even to the creation, and the cha- 
otic state of things; and told 
them, that there was originally 


one vast’ abyss, inhabited by 
myriads of hideous beings; that 
all these were annihilated at the 
creation of the world; that a set 
of rational beings succeeded 
them, who were able to bear the 
light; that the Deity also formed 
the stars, the sun, the moon, and 
the five planets; and that then 
mankind became wicked, and 
were destroyed, except Xisu- 
thrus and his friends; that Oannes 
gave mankind a knowledge of 
right and wrong; that he instruct. 
ed them in every science; that 
he directed them to tound tem- 
ples and to reverence the Gods; 
that he taught them to distin- 
ruish the different sorts of seeds, 
to collect fruits, and to provide 
against futurity; and instructed 
mankind so fully, that nothing 
could be added afterward. 

The confinement of Voah in 
the ark for so long a period, and 
his reappearance in the world 
after the deluge had vanished, 
was commemorated in the reli- 
cious rites of various nations; 
particularly in Canaan, Egyft, 
and Greece. In the Lleusinian 
mysteries the attendants used to 
lament a person, who was lost, 
with great affliction, and many 
tears and cries. At lengtha 
priest appeared, and told them 
to be of good courage; for the 
Deity, whom they lamented as 
lost, was preserved. 


SACRILEGE. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


SIR, 


The following thoughts on Sacri- 
lege are submitted to your disposal. 


SAcRILEGE is the act of unjustly 
appropriating to selfish and s¢e- 
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cular purposes, property which 
is set apart for sacred uses. It 
is the opposite of that disposi- 
tion which is made of wealth, 
when itis taken from its com- 
mon employment and devoted to 
the service of God. In all in- 
stances where sacrilege is com- 
mitted, property is perverted 
from the end which its owner 
intended it should answer 

Thus when an opulent man 
exhibits his Christian liberality, 
by endowing an institution for 
the promotion of true religion, 
and for the defence of the faith 
once delivered to the saints, it 
isthe hand of sacrilege which 
empioys the gift in the propaga- 
tion of corrupt religious senti- 
menis, or simply tor the ad- 
vancement of mere human sci- 
ence. Thus also the donor’s 
intention is defeated, if the prop- 
erty which he has consecrzted 
to the extension of the Gospel in 
the Pagan world, is alienaied to 
serve any other purpose, howev- 
er desirable such purpose may 
appear to the pride and ambition 
ofa worldly m-n4a. 

However unusual sacrilege 
may at first be considered, a lit- 
tle attention to the conduct of 
men will discover it, in al! its 
deformity. We need not look 
to the open defier of his Maker, 
who boldly invades the tempies 
of God, and robs them of their 
consecrated furniture, to find 
the man guilty of sacrilege. 
But to any one, who withholds 
from Christ the property which 
is given to be expended for the 
enlargement and purity of his 
Church, the voice of heaven 
speaks in the language of Na- 
than to David, Thou art the man. 
Vor. IV. New Series. 


From the moment that a gift, 
whether large or small, is cast 
into the treasury of the Lord, it 
is no longer man’s; and it is sac- 
rilege to pervert a farthing of 
the sacred deposit. ‘The pos- 
sessor has only given back to 
God the substance which was 
bestowed by his kind Provi- 
dence; and it is now stamped 
with the iuscription, Holy to /z- 
HovaH. Should not he tremble 
who can presume to move a fin- 
ger, in an attempt to rob God? 
It is by the instrumentality of 
human excruons and generosity 
that God has determined to 
Maintain his cause on earth, and 
to build his spiritual] temple. 
Hence the exertion of benefi- 
cence is every where inculcated 
in the Bible. To do good and to 
communicate forget not, for wit 

such sacrifices God is well fleas 
ed. fre that giveth to the foor 
lendeth to the Lord. Men are 
poor in a temporad and in a spfir- 
tiual sense. Multitudes are in 
want of daily bread, but how 
inuch evexter multitudes are not 
yet provided with the bread 
which cam: down from heaven? 
It is 2 ueble, disinterested act 
to consecrate weaith for the sup- 
port and diffusion of that Gospel 
which the Son of God came into 
the werid to publish: but very 
selfish and unworthy are those 
measures, which frustrate the 
freewill-offering of pious munifi- 
cence, and divert it from this 
sublime object, to the purposes 
of private emolument and grati- 
fication. Whetherthe crime of 
sacrilege has more of impicty 
and ingratitude toward God, or 
of injustice and unkindness to- 
ward man, it 1s diificult to de- 

68 








































~o 
CP ep UES. - 





-- 





538 


A Question to 


eide. The sacrilegious man, 
without respect to the right and 
honsr of God, and without com- 
passion for the miseries of his 
follow-men, hesitates not to con- 
sume the fruits of piety and be- 
nevolence, upon objects of hon- 
or, pleasure, and sensuality. 
This is a violation of both hu- 
man and Divine claims, and in- 
volves an enormity of crime ex- 
tremély difficult fully to de- 
scribe. 

Nothing can effectually coun- 
teract the spirit of sacrilege, but 
the heaven-born disposition of 
Christian benevolence. To pre- 
vent the crime here described, 
as well as others, the fountain of 
depravity needs to be healed by 
the sovereign operation of the 
Holy Spirit. His renewing and 
sanctifying influences will fur- 
nish the only sure safeguard. 

But to those who possess any 
ingenuous feelings, the consid- 
eration of the powerful motives, 
which should deter them from 
profaning consecrated bounty, 
ye: afford a strong preservative 

gainst so great a sin. Let them 
Tr at the pictures of human 
woe, and contemplate the mil- 
lions of the human family who 
are perishing for lack of vision, 
and they will not set themselves 
to obstruct and defeat the de- 
Signs of others who devote a 
large share of their estates to 
the best of purposes. Nor will 
conscience, till it is seared as 
with a hot iron, cease to de- 
nounce that pitiless avarice 
which hardens the heart, deaf- 
ens the ear, closes the eye, and 
locks the hand against the calls 


ef want and misery. 
D. C. A. 


Universalists. 
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For the Panoplist. 
A QUESTION TO UNIVERSALISTsS, 


I HAVE often been astonished at 
the boldness with which Univer- 
salists adhere to their opinion re- 
specting future punishment, not- 
withstanding the express declar- 
ations of Scripture on the sub- 


ject are of such acharacter, as 


might well cause the stoutest 
heart to tremble. To what caus- 
es this boldness is to be ascrib- 
ed, it is dificult to conceive. 
Possibly some persons have been 
led by fallacious arguments, and 
by consulting their own desires 
rather than the Scriptures, to 
embrace the doctrine of univer- 
sal salvation. If an individual 
of this description should cast 
his eyes on this paper, he will 
not take it unkindly to be asked 
a single question. 

But first let us suppose the 
day of judgment to have arriv- 
ed, and all mankind assembled 
to receive their final allotments; 
let us behold the Almighty 
Judge exalted on a throne of 
glory and about to deliver a sen- 
tence forthe execution of which 
perfect veracity and infinite pow- 
er are pledged; let us imagine 
the universe of intelligent and 
moral beings present and anx- 
iously waiting the final issue; 
and let us remember, that the 
Judge of the whole human race 
is the same g!orious personage 
who declared the terms of salva- 
tion, and with infinite tenderness 
and benignity intreated men to 
repent and believe. With these 
things in view my question is 
this: What would be your feel- 
ings, my fellow sinner, shoul 
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you on that awful occasion be 
singled from the crowd, and 
made the subject of a distinct 
and appropriate sentence, and 
should the sentence be express- 
ed as follows; Defiart from me, 
thou cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prefiared for the devil and his 
angels? After hearing such a 
sentence would you have the 
least hope of a future deliver- 
ance? Hf you answer in the af- 
firmative, on what would your 
hope be founded? The Judge of 
all the earth, the Lord of the 
universe, must certainly know 
the meaning of the sentence, 
and he must be infinitely remov- 
ed from a desire to deceive his 
creatures, or to pronounce an 
empty threat against them. If 
you answer in the negative, how 
can you now hope that all men 
will be finally saved? The Judge 
has graciously foretold the sen- 
tence which he himself will pro- 
nounce; he has foretold it for 
our warning and instruction. If 
we are to disbelieve him in this, 
what shall be the limit of our 
faith? Shall we believe what 
pleases us, and disbelieve the 
rest; or act more consistently, 
and disbelieve the whole? It is 
absurd to express our hopes of 
heaven, and deny that there is 
reason to be afraid of hell. The 
same word of unerring truth has 
revealed both. 

If the person whom I am ad- 
dressing should urge, that I 
have quoted the words of the 
sentence in the English transla- 
tion, I reply, that so far as a dil- 
igent attention to the original 
will enable me to decide, the 
Greek appears quite as strong 
as our translation. 

Let every reader ponder on 
this solemn subject; Ict him 
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tremble when he considers the 
awful punishment to which sin 
has exposed his soul; and Jet him 
act as becomes an immortal. be- 
ing whose everlasting happiness 
or misery is at stake. 


V.A. 


For the Panoplist. 


THE SABBATH. 


THE commandment which en- 
jcins the observation of the Sab- 
bath, holds a conspicuous place 
in the decalogue, and is express- 
ed with greater particularity 
than cither of the other com- 
inandments) It would seem, 
therefore, that the institution of 
the Sabbath is of a moral nature, 
binding on all men to whom it 
is revealed, and equally binding 
with any other Divine institu- 
tion. Many passages of'the Old 
and New ‘Testament establish 
this conclusion. The observa- 
tion of the Sabbath is repeatedly 
and earnestly inculcated by Mo- 
ses in various places, where he 
recapitulates some of the in- 
junctions of the Divine law. 
The prophets, when warning 
the Jews of their danger, and 
exppstulating with them on the 
subject of their national guilt, 
often mention the neglect and 
violation of the Sabbath, among 
the most decisive proofs of de- 
generacy, and as most offensive 
in the sight of God. 

‘ Indeed, every reflecting Chris- 
tian will be conviticed, that the 
Sabbath is of perpetual and uni- 
versal obligation, when he ob- 
serves, that, where this holy 
day is disregarded, every other 
Divine institution is contemned., 
All the commandments of God 
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are harmonious; they support 
each other; and they stand or 
fall together. This consistency 
of all the religious institutions 
o! the Bible is a complete proof 
of their Divine origin; a proof 
which will for ever withstand all 
the attacks of Infideiity. 

But my princips J object in this 
short communication is to awa- 
ken the attention of the readers 
of the Panoplist to the manner, 
in which the Sabbath is regard- 
ed and empioyed among us, at 
the present day. If the scrious 
and well-disposed will give the 
subject that diligent investiga- 
tion which its importance 
Claims, the following remarks 
will not be unseasonable. 

Tt will not be denied. that the 
first settlers of New England, 
and their descendants fora great 
length of time, observed the 
Sabbath with much _ greater 
strictness thap is any where to 
be found now, except perhaps i 
a very small number of instan- 
ces. There is as little question, 
that a great alteration tor the 
worse has taken place within the 
memory of the present gencra- 
tion. All the causes of this de- 
clension it might be difficult 
to assign; one great cause, 
which is assigned by every body 
who cah remember the state of 
things forty years ago, is the 
American war. A state of war 
is always and necessarily un- 
friendly to all tne ordinances of 
religion. Some time after the 
close of the war, Infidelity made 
a vigorous and most confident 
assuult upon every thing holy. 
Her bands were repulsed with 
disyiace; and her champions 
have of late been willing to pre- 
serve arespectful silence. Still, 
it is probabic, many individuals 
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were emboldened to disregard 
all the positive institutions of the 
Bible. 

Among the causes which now 
operate to prevent a suitable ob- 
servation of the Lord’s Day there 
is one peculiarly to be lamented; 
though it is one which many 
persons would think of quite se- 
condary importance. I refer to 
the practice of keeping open 
Post Offices on the Sabbath. 
How extensively this practice 
prevails the writer is not able to 
state: probably, however, in all 
our towns of considerable size; 
certainly in most. Scarcely any 
thing could so effectually uzder- 
mine the Sabbath, if I may use 
the expression, as this practice. 
The natural course is as follows: 
A person accustomed to regard 
the Sabbath with reverence, 
though not deeply imbued with 
Christian principles, finds that 
ihe Post Office is open regular- 
ly, at certain hours on that day. 
Perhans he is in the babit of re- 
ceiving many letters; he feels 
a curiosity, therefore, to see if 
he has any by the last mail. If 
he receives letters, after going 
or sending for them, he will 
read thein of course If he reads 
them, he will think upon them 
and make them a subject of con- 
versation. Taus, before he is 
aware of it, the day is complete- 
ly secularized. Besides, if he 
has no letters, he will receive 
hewspapers. At first he will 
look into them sparingly per- 
haps, to learn the result of an 
interesting election, or some 
other fact of importance; but he 
soon grows familiar with the 
employment, and instead of 


spending the intervals of public 
worship in reading the Bible, his 
precious hours are worse than 
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wasted upon newspapers. When 
he becomes familiar with this 
habit, the Sabbath, far from be- 
ing a season of religious in- 
struction, is utterly perverted, 
and becomes a day of ease and 
idleness, of worldly conversation 
and secular pursuits. Unless 
God signally interposes in favor 
of such a man, and awakens him 
to a sense of his danger, he will 
proceed in a rapid course of 
moral declension till all his Sab- 
baths will have been spent in 
vanity and sin 

It is sometimes said, that there 
is a great necessity that mer- 
chants, and others, who have 
great interests centinually at 
stake, should receive letters on 
the Sabbath, so as to profit by 
the latest intelligence, or at least 
to escape Impending evils. But 
if they may receive letters, they 
may doubtless answer them, or 
transact any business which may 
appear to be necessary in conse- 
quence of any new intelligence. 
In other words, they may traus- 
form the Sabbath into a day of 
business, if, in their opinion, any 
temporal advantage will proba- 
bly accrue from it. But who 
gave them a dispensation from 
the duty ef obeying the law of 
God? They ought to fe@h, in- 
deed, that they have higher in- 
terests to be consulted, than any 
which will terminate with their 
lives, or with the world which 
we inhabit. 

There are other causes, which 
have had more or less influence, 
but which cannot here be de- 
scribed. 

Among the evils to be deplor- 
ed respecting this subject are 
the lax habits of many Chris- 
tlans, (and of some Ministers of 
the Gospel too,) in permitting 


themselves to fall into “worldly 
conversation, and a_ worldly 
course of thought, on the Sab- 
bath. It appears to me, that this 
evilisincreasing. If suchisthe 
fact, itis time for Christians to 
take the alarm, and be roused to 
a sense of their danger. Wherev- 
er they yield tothe pernicious 
customs of the world, they in- 
flict a serious wound on religion. 
Others watch for their halting, 
and use the widest latitude 
which can be plausibly sanction- 
ed by their conduct. It is of in- 
conceivable importance, there- 
fore, that the example of Chris- 
tians, with respect to this sub- 
ject, should have a salutary ten- 
dency; which it cannot have, 
unless strictly conformed to the 
word of God. Persons of this 
character will doubtless suffer 
themselves to be exhorted to 
consider the natuve and design 
of the Sabbath, the elevated pur- 
poses which it is wisely adapted 
to answer, the impiety and im- 
morality which would spring up 
if the Sabbath were utterly dis- 
regarded, and the responsibility 
of their situation. Let them 
consider how many bojsterthem- 
selves up in sin by the pretend- 
ed authority of professed Chris- 
tians, and let the whole weight 
of their example, be it great or 
small, be thrown into the scale 
of virtue and religion. 

It is surprising, though pain- 
ful, to see with what readiness 
professedly religious persons 
fall into a lax manner of keep- 
ing the Sabbath; often, one 
would hope, without reflecting 
on the serious injury they are 
doing themselves and others, 
The great causes why real 
Christians depart from the strict 
rules of practical godliness in 
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this matter, are probably a fear 
of being thought too rigid, anda 
wish to make themselves agree- 
able to those worldjy men with 
whom they are conversant. 
Hence it is necessary to unite 
in common topics of conversa- 
tion; topics in which religion 
has little share, and less appa- 
rent interest. To the accurate 
observer of men and things, it 
must appear strange, that it 
should be found so posssible, as 
it is proved to be by experience, 
to banish from the conversation 
of multitudes, who profess re- 
ligion, every thing which would 
naturally lead the thoughts to 
God. After returning from the 
house of God, from hearing a 
solemn sermon, and engaging in 
the devotional exercises of the 
sanctuary, how easy is it to fall 
into some light conversation on 
the weather, public affairs, dress, 
fashions, and all the subjects of 
that class? How entirely do these 
light and trivial things exclude 
every weighty subject of con- 
versation from the mind? And 
how easily are we brought to 
such a state of mind, as that re- 
ligion appears an intruder, even 
on a day devoted to religion? 
Though religious persons are 
principally 1 in danger from temp- 
tations to indulge in unprofitable 
conversation on the Sabbath, 
there are dangers from other 
sources also. It is common in 
many places to prepare a better 
dinner for Sunday, than is cus- 
tomary on other days. Wherey- 
er this practice has become es- 
tablished, a large part of the 
family is detained from public 
worship to make preparations 
for dinner; and the remaining 
part, itis to be feared, will be 
more engaged in the pleasures 





of the table than in the pursuit 
of Divine knowledge, more anx. 
ious to pamper their perishable 
bodies th.n to consult the inter. 
ests of their immortal souls, 
Let every serious man consider 
how easy it Is to introduce prac- 
tices unfriendly to religious im. 
provement, and how difficult to 
put an end to such practices 
when once established. Let 
Christians universally feel the 
importance of keefing the Sab. 
bath holy, according to the Di- 
vine command. 

Should it be asked, What shal] 
be done? and, Where shall re. 
formation begin? I answer: It is 
the duty of adi who profess reli. 
gion to examine this matter; and 
to inquire diligently how the 
Sabbath should be sanctified: 
and when they have become 
firmly established in their own 
minds as to the course to be pur- 
sued, let them resolutely obey 
God rather than man. _ It re- 
quires great courage to perse- 
vere in the path of virtue and 
piety; but they, who earnestiy 
and humbly attempt to do so, 
will be strengthened from above; 
they will be finally victurious 
over all their enemies. 

Parents will do well to re- 
memBer, that it is morally im- 
possible to give children a relig- 
ious education, unless they are 
habitually taught by example 
and precept to observe the Sab- 
bath; and, if the rising genera- 
tion are not religiously educat- 
ed, piety must decline. The 
prosperity of the Church in fu- 
ture ages depends much upon 
the manner in which Christians 
of the present day educate their 
offspring. Most ardently does 
the writer of these paragraphs 
desire, that every Minister, and 
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every private Christian, would 
exert all the powers of persua- 
sion, authority, and example, to 
revive the ancient strictness of 
this country, in the religious ob- 


servance of the Lord’s Day. 
Then might we confidently as- 
sure ourselves, that: God has 
spoken good things concerning 
our Zion. LA. BB. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


EvANGELICAL EXERTIONS IN 
ASIA. 


No. II. 


Containing a short account of the 
Syrian and Syro-Roman Chris- 
tians in Malabar and Travan- 
core, with some notice of the 
Black and the White Jews in 
that region, anda brief sketch 
of the Danish Mission on the 
Coromandelcoast, together with 
a general view of those commu- 
nities and associations that have 
assisted in the illumination of 
the East. 


THE SYRIAN CHRISTIANS, 


Tue Syrian Christians, other- 
wise called St. Thomas’s Chris- 
tians, inhabit the interior of Mal- 
abar and Travancore, in the 
Scuth western part of India, and 
have been settled there from the 
early ages of Christianity, prob- 
ably from the days of the apos- 
tles. The tradition among them 
is, that the Gospel was planted in 
India by the apostle Thomas. 
Landing at Cranganorfrom Aden 
in Arabia, he was well received 
by Masdeus king of the country, 
whose son Zuzan he baptised, and 
afterwards ordained a deacon. 
After continuing some time at 
Cranganor, he visited the coast 
of Coromandel, and preached 
the Gospel at Melapoor, and 


finally at St. Thomas’s Mount, 
near Madras, where he was put 
to death. His tomb long remain- 
ed an object of veneration. In 
the sixth century Gregory of 
Tours saw a man who had visit- 
ed it: in the ninth century Sig- 
helm, bishop of Shireburn, was 
sent there by king Alfred of Eng- 
land, in consequence of a vow. 
At Paroor, near Cranganor, there 
is a church, supposed to be the 
oldest in Malabar, that still bears 
the name of this apostle. “lam 
satisfied,” says Dr. Buchanan, 
“that we have as good authority 
for believing that the apostle 
Thomas died in India, asthat the 
apostle Peter died at Rome.’’* 
That Christians early existed 
in India, is a fact fully attested. 
Pantenus of Alexandria visited 
that country about the year 189, 
and found Christians there who 
possessed the Gospel of Matthew 
in Hebrew, which they said they 
had received from St. Bartholo- 
mew. The primate of India was 
present and signed his name at 
the Council of Nice in the year 
$25. The next year Frumentius 
was consecrated to that office by 
Athanasius of Alexandria, and 
afterwards lived long and found- 
ed many churches in India. Ma- 
rultra, a Hindoo, and bishop of 
Suphara, assisted at the Synod of 


*Ch. Res. p. 148, 164, 165, Ed. 
R. No. 32. p. 387, 388. 
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Sides in Pamphylia, in the year 
383. Inthe fifth century a Chris- 
tian bishop from Antioch, accom- 
panied by a small colony of Syri- 
ans, emigrated to India, and set- 
tled on the coast of Malabar. In 
the year 530, Cosmos, an Egyp- 
tlan merchant, found in Hindos- 
tan and Ceyion many churches 
and several bishops. The Syrian 
Christians enjoyed a succession 
of bishops appointed by the Pa- 
triarch of Antioch, from the be- 
ginning of the third century till 
they were invaded by the Portu- 
guese. They still retain the Lit- 
urgy anciently used in the 
churches of Syria, and employ in 
their public worship the same 
language that was spoken by 
our Savior in the streets of Jeru- 
salem.* 

The first notices of this ancient 
people in modern times are 
found in the Portuguese histo- 
ries. When Vasco de Gama 
arrived at Cochin in the year 
1503, he found on the coast of 
Malabar more than a_ hundred 
Christian churches. As soon as 
the Portuguese were able, they 
compelled the churches nearest 
the sea coast to acknowledge the 
supremacy of the Pope, but, 
through want of power to go fur- 
ther, allowed them to retain in 
their worship their ancient lan- 
guage and Liturgy. At the same 
time they burned ali the Syriac 
and Chaldaic books and records 
on which they could lay their 
hands. This was in the year 
1599. The churches which were 
thus subdued, are called the 
Syro-Roman Christians. Those 
in the interior would not submit 


*Ch. Res. p. 148, 158,167. Mem. 
p- 50, 51, 53. Star in E, p,12 Ed. R. 
No. 32. p- 388. 


to Rome, but after a show of 
union for atime fled to the moun. 
tains, hid their books, and put 
themselves under t).c protection 
of the native princes, by whom 
they have ever since been kept 
in a state of depression. This 
separation took piace in the year 
1655. The churches which thus 
preserved some remains of their 
ancient liberty, are called the Sy- 
rian Christians. 

_ Ot these there are at present 
fifty-five churches, comprehend- 
ing accordiug to one account 
23,000, according to another, 
50,000 peopie.* Their vernac- 
ular tongue is the Malabar; their 
Liturgy, as well as their Scrip- 
tures, is locked up in the Syriac 
language. The doctrines of these 
churches are few in number, but 
agree in all essential respects 
with the church of England. 
Thougi the body of the people 
are ignorant, formal, and dead, 
individuals are to be found among 
them who adorn their profession 
by a life and spirit according with 
the Gospel. The houses in which 
they worship very much resem- 
ble the village churches in Eng- 
land. When Dr. Buchanan visit- 
ed this secluded and interesting 
people in 1806, they had not a 
single printed copy of the Scrip- 
tures, and but very few copies 
in manuscript. The measures 


* Dr. Buchanan stated in his Me- 
moir in 1805, that there were 32 of 
these churches, and 50,000 people. 
When he visited them in 1806, he 
found, instead of 52, 55 churches. 
The American Ed:tor of the Memoir 
after noticing Dr. B’s. visit, and that 
he found more churches than had bee? 
expected, adds, (but upon what ale 
thority we are not told,) that there 
are 23,000 people. Mem. p. 52, 91, 
Note, Ch. Res. p. 156. 
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which have since been adopted 
to supply them with Bibles, will 
be noticed in another place. 
The climate of Malabar and 
Travancore is delightful, and the 
face of the country is verdant and 
picturesque. From the long in- 
fluence of Christianity on the 
manners of the people, they have 
acquired considerably more im- 
provement than is to be found in 
the Northern parts of Hindostan. 


THE S¥RO-ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 


Toe Syro-Roman Christians, 
(who must not be confounded 
with the Latin Roman Catho- 
lics,) have in Malabar one hun- 
dred and nine churches, besides 
those in Travancore. Of these, 
sixty-four are governed by the 
Pope’s Apostolick Vicar in Mal- 
abar, (the bishop of Verapoli,) 
and forty-five by the Archbishop 
of Cranganor. The two large 
dioceses of the bishops of Cechia 
and Quilon are in Travancore. 
The Syro-Roman churches con- 
tain upwards of 100,060 peopie, 
stretched along the sea Coast 
through the whole extent of Ma- 
lay-ala. The houses in which they 
worship are larger than the 
churches of the Syrian Chris- 
tians. Those in Travancore ex- 
tend to Cape Comorin, and are 
visible from the sea. This cir- 
cumstance is noticed by a late 
traveller in the following beauti- 
ful descriptign. 

“Having kept as close to the 
land as possible, the whole coast 
of Majabar appeared betore us in 
the form ofa green amphitheatre. 
At one time we discoyered a 
district entirely covered with 
cocoa-nut trees, and immediately 
alter, a river winding through a 
Welightful vale, at the bottom of 

VoL. IV. New Series. 





which it discharged itself inte 
the sea. In one place appeared 
a multitude of people employed 
in fishing, in another a snow white 
church bursting forth to the view 
from amidst the thick-leaved 
trees. While we were enjoying 
these delightful scenes with the 
early morning, a gentle breeze 
which blew from the shore, per- 
fumed the air around us with the 
agreeable smell wafted from the 
cardamon,pepper, beetel,and oth- 
er aromatic herbs and plants.”* 


BLACK JEWS. 


In the interior of Malabar and 


Travancore are multitudes of 


Black Jews, who removed to 
India after the destruction of the 
first temple. Sodeep a complex- 
ion has been burnt upon them by 
an Indian sun, that they are hard- 
ly distinguishable from the Hin- 
doos. They possess synagogues, 
and have obtained fromthe White 
Jews some compiete copies of 
the Old Testament. The great 
body of them jive in the interior; 
but they have one synagogue at 
Jews’ Town near Cochin. 


THE WHITE JEWS. 


At Jews’ Town, one mile from 
Cochin, is alittle colony of White 
Jews, who, according to their 
Own account, are the remains of 
a large body that removed to In- 
dia after the destruction of the 
second temple. They first settled 
at Cranganor, where their num- 
bers were increased from time to 
time by accessions from Judeay 
Spain, and other parts. Here 
they continucd about a thousand 


“Ch. Res. p. 148—166. Mem: p, 
19, 51—54, 83 Notc, 91 Note. 
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years. Atlength discord arising 
among them, one of their chiefs 
called in the aid of an Indian 
king, who came upon them with 
a great army, slew a part, carried 
a part into Captivity, and drove 
the rest from Cranganor, which 
he reduced to a state of ruin re- 
sembling the desolation of Jeru- 
salem.» Some of the exiles fled 
to Cochin, where they have since 
been joined by numbers of their 
brethren from Ashkenaz, Egypt, 
Tsoba, and other places. 

The White Jews, besides the 
Old Testament, have in almost 
every house, other Hebrew 
books, either printed or in man- 
uscript. Most of the printed 
Hebrew of Europe has found its 
way to Cochin through the me- 
dium of the Portuguese and 
Dutch commerce -of former 
times. They have but one syn- 
agogue, and are confined to a 
single town, which is almost 
wholly inhabited by the two sorts 
of Jews. 

This is the colony about which 
the late President Stiles wrote 
to Sir William Jones, proposing 
an examination of their copy of 
the Pentateuch. Owing to the 
death of Sir William that exam- 
ination was deferred till the year 
1806, when it was made by Dr. 
Buchanan in person, much to the 
satisfaction of the learned and 
Christian worid.* 


THE DANISH MISSION. 


Tue first Protestant Mission in 
India was founded by Bartholo- 
mew Ziegenbaig, under the au- 
spices of Frederic the Fourth, 
king of Denmark. The seat of 


*Ch. Res. p. 218—223. Mem. 
90, 91. 


the Mission was fixed at Tran- 
quebar, a Danish settlement on 
the Coromandel coast, in the 
south-eastern part of Hindostan. 
Ziegenbalg was educaced at the 
University of Halle in Germany, 
and in his 23d year was ordained 
by Burman, the Lutheran bisho 
of Zealand. He sailed for India, 
with his assistant, John Ernest 
Grundler, in October, 1705, and 
arrived at Tranquebar July 9th, 
1706. On the i4th day of Au- 
eust, 1707, he consecrated a 
house which they had erected 
for the public worship of God. 
The same year he baptised the 
first heathen, and established a 
Christian church among the Hin- 
doos. At his entrance on the 
mission he commenced atrans- 
lation of the Scriptures into the 
Tamul, the vernacular language 
of Coromande!, which he lived 
just long enough to complete. 

The king of Denmark early 
settled on the Missionaries 2000 
crowns a year, payable from the 
Post Office, and often doubled 
that sum by extraordinary pres- 
ents. Germany also furnished 
large contributiens. Professor 
Francke, cof Halle, a learned 
Lutheran divine, and the Orphan- 
House established by him in that 
city, made liberal and constant 
remittances. But the greatest 
pecuniary aid came from Eng- 
land. From the year 1709, the 
Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, composed of bishops 
and members of the Church of 
England, extended a very liberal 
patronage to the Missionaries, 
furnishing them with a printing 
press, paper, and other materials 
for printing,—with books also 
and money. ‘Fhe sum sent from 
England in 171S amounted 
1194/, sterling. 
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The Tamul New Testament 
was printed in 1714. The same 
year Ziegenbalg visited Europe, 
and was honored with an audi- 
ence by George the First,of Eng- 
land, and attended a sitting of the 
Bishops in the Society for Pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge. 
The King and the Society en- 
couraged him to proceed with 
the translation, and afterwards 
honored and animated the Mis- 
sionaries with their correspond- 
ence. 

In the year 1715, the King of 
Denmark erected a College at 
Copenhagen for the sepport and 
extension of the Mission. In 
1719, after the labor of fourteen 
years, Ziegenbalg completed the 
Tamul Bible, (the first edition of 
the Scriptures that was publish- 
ed in the East,) and-shaving fin- 
ished his work, went to rest on 
the 25th day of February of the 
same year. Grundler survived 
him abouttwelve months. Their 
bodies were laid on opposite 
sides of the altar in the church 
which they had erected at ‘Tran- 
quebar, 

In the course of a century from 
the commencement of the mis- 
sion, these eminent servants of 
God were followed by more than 
filty others, all educated in the 
universities of Germany, and all, 
like themselves, of the Lutheran 
church. Certain rules in the 
Church of England in reference 
to the education necessary to 
ordination, compelled the Soci- 
ety for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge to draw their Mis- 
sionaries from the Continent; 
and as they sought those who 
had received ordination from a 
Protestant bishop, they applied 
of course to the Lutherans. 
This Society not only fostered 


the Mission at Tranquebar, but 
in the year 1728, established a 
new mission at Madras, or rather 
at Vepery in the suburbs, where 
they have continued to support 
two missionaries, and furnished 
them with a printing press. In 
1737 they took another stand, 
and settled two missionaries at 
Cudulore, or Fort St. David’s. 

The mission at Tranquebar, as 
it was established by the Protes- 
tant churches of Denmark and 
Germany ata Danish settlement, 
and depended chiefly for its sup- 
port on the royal College of Co- 
penhagen, has been considered 
exclusively the Danish mission. 
But the missionaries at the differ- 
rent stands have acted together In 
all matters requiring union, and 
in a more general sense view 
themselves as combined in the 
Same mission. From the press 
at Tranquebar, in conjunction 
with that attached to the Orphan- 
House at Halle, have proceeded 
volumes in Arabic, Syriac, Hin- 
dostanee, Tamul, Telinga, Por- 
tuguese, Danish, and English. 
Among others, the Book of 
Psalms in the Hindostanee lan- 
guage and Arabic character, has 
issued from the ‘Tranquebar 
press. In the year 1742, there 
were at this stand eight Mission- 
aries, two native preachers, three 
catechists of the first order, with 
others of an inferior rank, and a 
proportionate number of assist- 
ants- Their numbers have since 
been thinned, and the mission 
has languished. 

In 1749, the celebrated Swartz, 
“the apostle of the East,” who 
Wes destined to rescue the mis- 
slonary character from the con- 
tempt into which it was sinking, 
commenced his useful labors. 
He was educated at Haile, in 
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Germany, and was every way 
qualified for the important un- 
dertaking. The King of Tanjore, 
in whose capital he resided, was 
so much his friend, that in 1787, 
he made an appropriation of 
land, of the yearly income of 
five hundred pagodas, (about 
$550,) for the permanent sup- 
port of Christian Missionaries in 
his dominions. The mission of 
Swartz was protracted to near 
half a century: He died on the 
13th of February, 1798, and at 
his death bequeathed the whole 
of his property to the Mission, 
an act of generosity which was 
afterwards imitated by the vener- 
able Gericke. His body was 
deposited in the Mission-Garden 
at Tanjore, and covered with a 
granite stone. The East-India 
Company have since erected to 
his memory a marble monument 
in the church of St. Mary at 
Madras. 

After the death of Swartz nine 
Missionaries remained in Coro- 
mandel; three at Tranquebar, 
three at Tanjore, two at Vepery, 
and one at Tritchinopoly. They 
seem to have been distributed in 
the following manner: at Tran- 
quebar, Dr. John, Dr. Rottler, 
and Mr. Schreyfogel; at Tanjore, 
Messrs. Kohloff, Jeenicke, and 
Hoitzberg; at Vepery, Messrs. 
Gericke and Pezold; at Tritchi- 
nopoly, Mr. Pohle. One of the 
two native preachers had died-at 
Tranquebar the preceding year; 
the other resided at Palamcotta, 
the southmost place in the pe- 
ninsula containing a Christian 
church. 

Letters from Madras under 
date of January, 1805, state that 
Mr. Gericke had been removed 
by death; that Dr. Rottler by par- 
ticular request had come from 





May, 


Tranquebar to supply his place; 
that Mr. Pezold had been in Ben- 
gal teaching the Tamul lan- 
guage, and had just returned;* 
and that six new missionaries, 
sent out by the London Mission- 
ary Society, and designed for dif- 
ferent stations, had lately landed 
at Tranquebar. One of these, it 
appears by a later account, con- 
tinued at that station. 

When Dr. Buchanan visited 
the Tamui country, in the sum- 
mer of i806, he found three 
Missionaries at Tranquebar, Mr. 
Kohloff alone at Tanjore, (Mr. 

anicke being dead, and Mr. 
Hoitzberg probably gone to Cud- 
ulore,) and the aged Mr. Pohle 
at Tritchinopoly. Mr. Horst 
was in the country, but where 
stationed does not appear. As 
the churches of Tanjore had 
never been in possession of a 
printing press, the copies of the 
Scriptures found among them 
were few and imperfect. The 
measures since taken by the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Buble Society to 
supply that deficiency, will be 
noticed in another place. Dr. 
Buchanan found the Mission lan- 
cuishing for want of suppurt. 
Two of its sources, the Mission 
College at Copenhagen, and the 
Orphan-House at Halle, had 
been dried up by the war in Eu- 
rope, and its future supplies of 
men and money were expected 
only from the Society for Promo- 
ting Christian Knowledge. So 
great were the necessities of the 
southern churches, that Mr. Koh- 
loff was obliged to advance from 


* This seems to have been the per- 
son mentioned in the following March 
by Dr. Buchanan as having been em- 
ployed to teach the V'amul language 
in the College of Fort Wiatlam. 
Mem. p. 10. 
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his private purse large sums to 

reserve their existence. To 
this and other charitable objects 
that humble Missionary devotes 
eleven hundred dollars a year. Let 
the rich hear this! 

Tie Society for Promoting 
Chrisuan Knowledge, in their 
Report for the year i809, state 
that Mr. Pezold was still at Ve- 
pery, Mr. Hoitzberg at Cudu- 
lore, Messrs. Kohloff and Horst 
at Tanjore, and Mr. Poble at 
Tritchinopoly. At Tranquebar 
Dr. Jonn and his assistant Mr. 
Schreytogel had both fost their 
sight. ‘These Danish Mission- 
aries, having been reduced to 
great straits by the failure of sup- 
plies trom Copenhagen, had ap- 
piled to the British government 
of Madras for relief, and had re- 
ceived some partial aid. The 
Society, who have a fund specifi- 
caily devoted to this object, ex- 
pended upon the Indian Mission, 
during the year ending March 
29, 1810, twelve hundred and 
eight pounds sterling.* 

The Hindoo converts of Co- 
romande! have never been re- 
quired to violate the rules of 
tneir Cast.t ‘This indulgence 
has increased the number at 
least of nominal Christians. It 
is computed that from the year 
1705 to 1805 eighty thousand na- 
tives were added to the Chris- 
tian Church in the single dis- 
trict of Tranquebar. Mr. Koh- 


*Ch. Res, p, 117—152. Mem. p. 
10, 56---60, 62, 65 Note, 72 Noie. 
Star in E, p. 14---16, 20. N.Y. M. 
M. vol. i, p. 448, vol. iv, p. 113- -115, 
121-.-128. Ch. Ob. vol. x, p. 60, 61, 
417. B. P. A. vol. i, p. 430---432, 
M. B. M, M. vol. i, p. 140---143, 198. 
R’s. Cyc. under Francke. 

T B. P, A, vol, ly Pp: 432; Ch. Ob. 
vol. x, p. 62, 


loff stated to Dr. Buchanan in 
the year i806, “that there were 
upwards of ten thousand Protes- 
tant Christians belonging to the 
Tanjore and Tinavelly districts 


- alone, (including all to the south 


of Fanjore,) who had not among 
them one complete copy of the 
Bible.’ How many sad com- 
plete copies, or whether any, we 
are not informed. The compiler 
has seen no estimate of the pres- 
ent number of Christians in Co- 
romandel. But after Dr. Bu- 
chanan had declared in 1805, 
that there were “upwards of one 
hundred and fifty thousand” 


Christians on the coast of Mala- 


bar, (about 50,000 Syrian, and 
upwards of 100,000 Syro-Roman 
Christians;) and after he had, in 
1806, passed through the church- 
es of Coromandel into Malabar; 
he made this record in his diary: 
‘“] had now ascertained that there 
are upwards of 200,000 Chris- 
tians in the South of India, be- 
sides the Syrians, who speak the 
Malabar language;” that is, be- 
sides the 55 churches of Syrian 
Christians. In this estimate are 
included the Syro-Roman Chris- 
tians, (reckoned upwards of 
100,000,) and the Christians in 
Coromandel, and probably the 
Roman Catholics in the South of 
India, both estimated at 100,000 
more. But of the 100,000, how 
many are Tamul Protestants, 
and how many Roman Catholics, 
we are not told. 

When Dr. Buchanan arrived 
in England he made this declar- 
ation: “There are thousands of 
Christians in India~—hundreds 
of thousands of Christians.’’* 


* Mem. p. 59, 52,66; Ch. Res. p. 
129, 160; Starin E. p. 21. 
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GENERAL VIEW. 


This number will close witha 
general view of the, different a- 
gents that were employed ante- 
cedent to the Baptist Mission, to 
introduce into Eastern Asia some 
knowledge of the religion of the 
Bible. | 

(1.) The Black and the White 
Jews. 

(2.) The Syrian Christians. 

(3.) The Christians of West- 
ern Asia, who from time imme- 
morial have travelled into the 
East for the purposes of com- 
merce. Some of them have set- 
tled in the country. ‘There are 
now in India seven Armenian, 
and two Greek churches. The 
Armenian churches are at Bom- 
bay, Surat, Madras, Calcutta, and 
three other places in Bengal. 
To them belong one bishop, 
(who resides at Bombay,) and 
thirteen priests. The Greek 
churches are at Calcutta and 
Dacca in Bengal; and to them 
are attached four priests.* 

(4.) The Roman Catholics. 
After Vasco de,Gama in 1498 
had discovered the passage’ by 
the Cape of Good Hope, the 
Portuguese, in about half a cen- 
tury, obtained possession of the 
greater part of the ports in Per- 
sia and India, and established a 
chain of factories from the Cape 
of Good Hope to the river of 
Canton. To these conquests 
they added most of the islands 
of the Malayan Archipelago. 
Wherever they came they 
brought, not their commevrce a- 
lone, but their religion too. 
That vast extent of sea-coast, 
veaching more than four thou- 


® Mem, Ps 18—20. 
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sand leagues, as well as the isl. 
ands, is still peopled by their ae- 
scendanis, and through the whole 
line their language prevails, and 
their religion is known. There 
ate also numerous Romish Mis- 
sions established throughout A- 
sia. Among the first to enter 
on these itinerant labors was the 
celebrated Francis Xavier, styl- 
ed “the Apostle of the Indians.” 
He was one of those, who, in 
connexion with Ignatius Loyola, 
in the year 1540, founded the 
Society of Jesuits. He sailed 
from Lisbon in 1541, and the 
next year arrived at Goa. For 
ten succeeding years he labored 
incessantly to extend the Rom- 
ish Church, wandering from 
place to place in the deepest 
poverty, possessing only a mat 
on which he sometimes lay, and 
asmall table covered with his 
writings, and afew books. He 
preached at Goa, in different 
parts of the South of India, Ma- 
lacca, the Molucca islands, and 
Japan. From Japan he went to 
China, but was taken sick on his 
voyage, and died in sight of the 
Empire in 1552, in the forty- 
sixth year of his age. Others 
say he died on the sea-shore ina 
wretched cabin that cculd not 
protect him from the severity of 
a plercing wind. His succes- 
sors penetrated into China. Dur- 
ing the last century the Romish 
Missionaries in the East have 
shown little zeal for the con- 
version of the heathen; and 
they are now generally station- 
ary at the numerous seats of 
their missions. The mission at 
Nepau] is superintended by a 
Prefect. 

Besides these Missions, and 
besides the Syro-Roman Chris- 
tians on the coast of Malabar, 
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under the care of the Archbishop 
of Cranganor, the Bishop of Ve- 
rapoli, (the Pope’s Apostolic Vi- 
car in Malabar,) the Bishop of 
Cochin, and the Bishop of Qui- 
lon; the Romish Church has the 
following establishment in the 
East, extending from the Cape 
of Good Hope to Pekin: 

Bishop of Mozambique, on the 
Eastern coast of Africa. 

Bishop of Eombay. 

Archbishop of Goa, Metropo- 
litan and Primate of the Orient. 

Bishop of Pondicherry. Va- 
cant. 

Bishop of St. Thomas, at Ma- 
dras. His diocese includes Cal- 
cutta, where heshas a legate. 

Bishop of Pegu. 

Bishop of Siam. 

Bishop of Malacca. 

One Archbishop and three 
Bishops at Manilla, and the Phi- 
lippine islands. 

Bishop of Macao. 

Bishop of Pekin. 

Two Bishops in the interior of 
China. 

Bishop of Thibet. 

In Bengal alone there are ten 
Roman Catholic churches, and 
fourteen priests. One of the 
churches is at Calcutta, another 
at Serampore. 

The Romish Church, accord- 
ing toone of her leading prin- 
ciples, has propagated her faith 
without the Bible, and of course 
has never attempted a tramsla- 
tion of the Scriptures into the 
languages of the Heathen. She 
has, however,for three centuries 
diffused the name of Christianity 
throughout the East, and in 
some measure prepared the way 
for the true Missionaries of the 
Cross.* 


* Mavor’s WU. H. vol, xii, p. 51, 94, 


(5.) The Dutch,who established 
themselves in Asia about a cen- 
tury after the Portuguese, and 
transferred the dominion of the 
latter to themselves. Between 
1594 and 1620, the greater part 
of the Malayan islands fell into 
their hands. Wherever they 
came they endeavored, and with 
success, to convert the natives to 
the Christian faith, and to found 
Protestant churches. In pro- 
cess of time they translated the 
whole Bible into the. Malay 
tongue, and part of it into the 
language of Ceylon, both of 
which were printed, as will be 
noticed in another place. The 
Malay Bible was not published 
till 1758, thirty-nine years after 
the Tamul. Their churches 
have since sunk into ignorance 
and formality, and their exten- 
Sive possessions have lately fall- 
en under the dominion of the 
British. But the way is prepared 
for English laborers to reap a 
rich harvest where Dutch Re- 
formers sowed the precious 
seed.t 

(6.) The English East India 
Company. This Association was 
incorporated by queen Elizabeth 
in the year 1600; and by 1616 
they had settlements and facto- 
ries at. Bantam, Jacatra, Surat, 
Agra, Brampore, Calecut, Siam, 
Macassar, Achen, and many oth- 
er places, in 1689 they removed 
their factory in Bengal from 
Hoogly to the spot on which 
Caicuy,, the present capital of 
British India, has since been 
built Within the last thirty 


58; Th. Res. p. 165,193, 194; Mem. 
p- 18—21; Star in E. p. 13,14; R.’s 
Cyc. under Francis Zavier; Life of 
Francis Xavier, p. 114. 

+ Mavor’s U, H. vol. Xil, p. 177, 
179; Ch. Res. p 136—147. 
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years the dominions of the Com- 
pany have been greatly extend- 
ed. About the year 1795 the 
Earl of Mornington, an Irish no- 
bleman of an ancient family of 
the name of Wellesley, and now 
Marquis Wellesley, and lately a 
leading member of the British 
administration, went out to India 
in the character of Governor 
General. During the ten years 
in which he administered the 
government of India, the territo- 
rial possessions of the Company 
were nearly doubled. His war 
with Tippoo Saib, king of My- 
sore, which was conducted by 
his brother Sir Arthur Welles- 
ley, now Earl of Wellington, 
commander of the British ar- 
mies in Portugal, issued in the 
destruction of the Mysorean 
Empire, and the extinction of 
the Mahometan power in Hin- 
dostan. In resisting the power- 
ful combination which had been 
formed against the English, he 
overwhelmed the hitherto invin- 
cible Mahrattas, and greatly re- 
duced their empire. In the 
war carried on against them, the 
province of Orissa, containing 
the far famed temple of Jugger- 
naut, the Mecca of Hindoos, fell 
under the dominion of the Brit- 
ish. Besides these immense ter- 
ritorial acquisitions, he formed 
on the frontier of the Empire a 
league of strength, by alliance 
with other nations, which has 
ever since preserved the coun- 
try from invasion. The com- 
prehensive mind of that great 
statesman, in connexion with his 
coadjutor, Mr. Pitt, formed great 
and generous designs for India. 
Among other plans which met 
the approbation of both, was that 
of an Ecclesiastical Establish- 
ment. But the measure which 


reflects the highest honor on the 
administration of that distin. 

uished nobleman, wés the erec- 
tion of the College of Fort Wil- 
liam, and the collection of one 
hundred learned Asiatics from 
different parts of India, Persia, 
and Arabia, to assist in unlock- 
ing the numerous languages of 
Asia, and in diffusing the light of 
religion and science throughout 
the East. Neither with Mab- 
ratta nor Mysore are his honors 
chiefly inscribed, but with the 
memorials of those 7ranslationg 
of eterna] Truth which are one 
day to effect the Civilization and 
salvation of one hail of the hu- 
man family. 

All these measures could not 
be taken withoutexpense. The 
charges of his wars, the princely 
style of his court, the generous 
plans which he projected, the 
cost of governing an empire so 
far extended beyond its former 
limits, somewhat embarrassed 
the financial concerns of the 
Company. The advantage of his 
measures in a revenual point of 
view, has even been questioned. 
It is said by the enemies of his 
administration, that when he as- 
sumed the government of India, 
the debts of the Company a- 
mounted to sixteen miliions, and 
their territorial revenues to 
eight; that in 1869 the former 
had risen to thirty two miilions, 
and the latter only to fifteen. 
But while they have been dis- 
puting in England on the expe- 
diency of extending their em- 
pire in the East, that empire has 
continued to enlarge by the con- 
quest which has been made of 
the extensive possessions of the 
Dutch in the Indian seas. 

By this entrance of the Eng- 
lish ipto Asia it might have been 
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expected that Christian knowl- 
edge would be greatly extended 
in that region. If that hope was 
formed it has been disappointed. 
It hes been found that a company 
of merchants make bad mission- 
aries, that commerce may be ex- 
tended without enlarging the 
Receemer’s kingdom. Except 
the infivence of a few chaplains, 
who probably have never madea 
single convert among the na- 
tives, the East India Company 
have done little or nothing to 
promote the dominion of Chris- 
tianity in Asia. And even the 
number of chaplains is misera- 
bly scanty. Except six milisary 
chaplains for Bengal, Bahar, 
Oude, the Dooab, and Orissa, 
there were, In 1805, only three 
chaplains in Calcutta, five at the 
Presidency of Madras, and four 
at the Presidency of Bombay. 
And even that list was never 
full. Two thirds of the number 
had been the average for the ten 
years of Marquis Wellesley’s 
administration.* 

(7.) The Danish Mission, 
which was founded about a cen- 
tury after the Dutch and Eng- 
lish obtained footing in the 
East. 

These seven particulars in- 
clude all that was done for the 
illumination of India before the 
institution of that Mission which 
is to be the subject of the fol- 
lowing number. Three centu- 
ries ago the Portuguese appear- 
ed in Asia: after the lapse of a 
hundred years the Dutch and 
English obtained possession. 
Another hundred’ years revoly- 


* Ch. Res. p. 110 note, 252, 253; 
Mem. p. 15—17, 29, 47, 69—72; Ed. 
R. No. 30, p. 238, 248; Mavor’s U. 
H. vol. xii, p. 96, 101; R.’s Cyc, un- 
der Bengal and Calcutta. 
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ed, and the Danish Missionaries 
reared the standard of the Cross. 
And as though Providence de- 
signed to regulate its steps by 
centuries, about another hun- 
dred years were suffered to re- 
volve before THE GRAND ERA OF 
MISSIONS, Which was ushered in 
by the Institution that comes 
next under consideration.* 


THE THEATRE. 


Tue late overwhelming calamity 
at RrcuMonp is stated to have 
produced at once what’the elo- 
quence of the pulpit was totally 
incompetent to effect. Itis said 
to have produced, in the inhabi- 
tants of that city, a general ab- 
horrence of theatrical exhibi- 
tions. Ere long, on the ruins of 
the Temple of Sinful Amuse- 
ment we shal’ *e arise a Church 
devoted to wop. On the very 
spot, where the youthful imagin- 
ation has been polluted, where 
the dormant propensities to sin 
have been awakened, and the un- 
holy passions~of the heart in- 
flamed—on the very spot, where 
many heirs apparent of misery 
have been ripened for destruction 
—there the purest and most salu- 
tary instruction will bedispensed, 
the beneficent Giver_of every 
good and perfect gift will be 
adored, the sinner will be re- 
claimed from the error of his 
ways, and many immortal souls 


* We are sorry that some errors of 
the press occurred in the first num- 
ber of Evancenicat Exerrfions 
tw Asta, printed last month. The 
most material are the following: 
p- 498, col. 2, line 25 from top, and 
p. 500, col, 1, line 12 from. top, for 
Brahmins read Brachmans. 
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will be guided in the path to 
heaven. 

It is thus, by means of tremen- 
dous judgments, that- Gop ac- 
complishes his purposes of mer- 
cy. 

That the Theatre is a school 
of vice cannot be a question with 
any discerning man, whose mind 
is imbued with the principles of 
religion. Itis true, there are 
men, called religious, who fre- 
quent the theatre; but it should 
be remembered, that they are 
but few, that even good men are 
liable to mistakes, imperfections, 
and sins, and that there is a fash- 
ionable religion very different 
from the religion of the Gospel. 
If there is any conscientious man, 
who hesitates in deciding upon 
the compatibility of a religious 
character with attendance upon 
theatrical amusements, a simple 
question will perhaps dispel his 
doubts and bring him to an in- 
Stantaneous decision. Would Jr- 
sus CuristT were he now ufion 
earth, be found in any of our the- 
atres? 

Would He, who honored the 
Father, be present, for entertain- 
ment, where the name of Gop is 
incessantly dishonored?* Would 
He, who was meek and unas- 
piring, and who enjoined the 
deepest humility, be delighted 
with representations, which nour- 
ish the principles of pride and 
ambition?’ Would He, who was 
spotless purity, with patience be- 


*The profanity of the stage is no- 
torious; but a singular instance of im- 
piety has been witnessed in the thea- 
tre of a town, once famed for pure 
morals. A player knelt down in mimic 
prayer to Almighty God,---and he 
acted his part so well, that his audi- 
€nce, more impious than himself, lib- 
erally applauded him! 


hold scenes and listen to words, 
which wound the eye and ear of 
modesty? Would He, who frown- 
ed upon vice, encourage an as- 
sembly, at which the profligate 
always meet for purposes of in- 
iquitv? Would He, who came 
to save the lost, thus urge them, 
by his example, towards hopeless 
perdition? 

If then Jesus Curist would © 
not have attended our theatres; 
can his followers, without guilt, 
attend them? It may be said, 
that the example of the Redeem- 
er is not in all respects to be im- 
ituted; but surely what he would 
have avoided as sinful, his disci- 
ples must also avoid. A good 
man may sometimes of necessity 
be in the company of the impi- 
ous, while they trample upon the 
laws of God; but if he meets 
with them from choice, and for 
amusement, aware too of the im- 
possibility of reproving them, he 
is cut off from every justifying 
plea, and stands convicted asa 
deliberate sinner. W. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


SIR, 


if you deem the following Allegory 
worthy of meeting the eye of the Pub- 
lic through the medium of your useful 
magazine, you are at liberty to pub- 
lish it; but a refusal to notice it will 
not disoblige, though probably it will 
humble, A CONSTANT READER. 


AN ALLEGORY. 


As I sat musing in my chair, on 
the astonishing and fatal stupidi- 
ty of the generality of mankind, 
as it relates to the concerns of 
immortality, I sunk ‘gradually in- 
to a profound slumber, and in- 
voluntarily pursued the same 
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train of thought, which had oc- 
cupied my waking imagination. 
Methought, from a little emi- 
nence on which I stood, I be- 
held a vast plain, extending as 
far as the eye could reach, throng- 
ed with multitudes of every age 
and nation, and presenting to 
view motley groups with every 
variety of complexion, dress. and 
employment. The utmost con- 
fusion seeméd to pervade the as- 
sembly, and I wondered to see 
many crossing each others’ paths 
in every direction, turning and 
winding with great velocity, but 
without any apparent object in 
view. It would be endless to re- 
count their various occupations. 

Some were employed in plac- 
ing ladders against a tottering 
fabric, that they might proudly 
overlook their fellows; and often 
when they had ascended with vast 
toil and difficulty to the highest 
step, the sudden fall of their frail 
support would dash them in 
pieces. Others were fanciiully 
decorating their garments with 
brilliant pebbles; while numbers 
_ were pursuing with amazing ac- 
tivity glittering butterflies, of 
which there were swarms in 
those regions. Many a poor 
wretch did I behold, lean and 
haggard, anxiously scraping to- 
gether a few handfuls of gold 
and silver dust, which the least 
puff of air would frequently dis- 
sipate; and between the desire of 
displaying his fancied wealth, 
and the fear of losing it, I saw 
that his time: passed miserably 
away, though he was an object of 
envy to most around him. These 
gloomy beings were frequently 
contrasted by a group of jovial 
ones, whose aim was to dance and 
frolicaway time; but their extrav- 
agant gestures and idle mirth led 


~ 


one to suspect that they had 
found Folly instead of Happiness. 
On a nearer survey, [ discover- 
ed to my surprise, that the busy 
multitude before me were actu- 
ally plunged in profound sleep, 
and influenced by their dreams 
to follow those whimsical and 
frivolous pursuits which had ex- 
cited my astonisiment. ThenI 
cast my eyes around eagerly on 
every side to see If al/, without 
exception, in this vast assembly, 
were under the dominion of 
sleep. After much fatiguing re- 
search I discerned here and there 
a solitary individual, who, with 
regular steps, and a steady pace, 
though fess rapidiy than others, 
passed in a_ strait direction 
through the hurrying crowd, ap- 
parently but little disturbed by 
their clamor, and neither jostling 
his neighbor from the path he 
was treading, nor long forsaking 
hic own. Ifrudely thrust from it 
by some untoward traveller, or 
allured for a moment by the com- 
plaisant smiles of a companion, 
I remarked that he never ceased 
seeking the little narrow path 
which he had left, until it was 
happily regained; when, with re- 
doubled diligence, he hastened 
on his road. Now all these car- 
ried in their hands a book which 
was said to have awakened them 
from their death-like slumber, 
and to be able to produce the 
same happy effect on any one 
who could discern that it was 
written in letters of gold. Pre- 
senting this precious volume to 
the dreamers, they called on 
them with earnest importunity 
to awake; at which I saw that 
most were offended. Some cried 
out @ little more sleep, a little 
more slumber; Others laughed 
the volume to scorn, and perse- 
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cuted those who loved it; while 
some, though persuaded of its 
value; would make no efforts to 
awake. 

Moreover, I saw many calling 
on others to arouse, whom I 
found to be in a deep and dismal 
slumber themselves—Yet a few 
accepted the volume, on whom 
it produced the desired effect, 
while others read the whole of 
its contents without discovering 
the brilliancy of the gold, or be- 
ing aware of its real lustre. 

What wonderful efficacy, 
thought I, can be contained in 
that book; so stepping towards 
it, I found written thereon, in 
legible characters, “Tue Worp 
or Gop.” 

On turning my eyes to the 
ground, I beheld innumerable 
gulphs and bottomless pits, into 
which, if a man fall, he shall 
never arise, and with indescriba- 
ble anguish of heart I saw many 
of the dreamers suddenly swal- 
lowed up, and with hideous 
cries disappearing for ever. Some 
would “suddenly awake in their 
fall, and cry fearfully for help 
from those who had warned 
them of their danger. 

So I continued to watch the 
dreaming multitude, anxiously 
desiring that they might all 
awake, and eagerly catching at 
every favorable symptom of ap- 
proaching reason. To my great 
joy I found several apparently re- 
viving, when some mis-step had 
nearly plunged them into the un- 
fathomabie abyss; but was griev- 
ed to see them generally relapse 
into a state of total stupefauction. 
On looking around for the cause, 
i espied in the air ceriaim winged 
beings who were continually 
shedding on the heads of their 
passive yictims a kind of nar- 


cotic ‘dew, which, aiding their 
natural inclination to drowsiness, 
plunged thenm into a kind of su- 
pernatural slumber, and yet left 
unimpaired all the faculties of 
the body.. Then I remembered, 
that Satan was the Prince of the 
jiower of the air. 

While mournfully ruminating 
on the deplorable stupidity of 


most I beheld, suddenly I heard - 


the noise of a great shout, and 
the voice of a trumpet exceeding 
loud, which in the twinkling of 
an eye aroused all the sleepers, 
and, dispelling the vapors which 
bedimmed their sight, filled them 
with confusion and dismay.— 

“Then I turned to see what 
had become of those who had 
walked in the narrow way, and 
lo a bright cloud had overshad- 
owed them, while with heavenly 
melody they sung the praises of 
the Lamb: and as I was wishing 
myself one of the glorious com- 
pany, a light so dazzling stream- 
ed from the countenance of their 
conductor that, as it fell immedi- 
ately upon my eyes, I awoke, and 
behold it was a dream. 


ASYLUMS FOR THE DESTITUTE. 


Tue people of this country, since 
its settlement hitherto, have been 
more free from the evils of pov- 
erty, than perhaps the people of 
any other portion of the world. 
The great mass of our popula- 
tion are in that happy state of me- 
diocrity, which experience has 
proved to be the most favorable 
to virtue and happiness. So true 
is this, that when our country- 
men return from abroad, whether 
they have visited Europe, Afri- 
ca, or Asia, they declare with one 
voice, that they neyer knew, nor 
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even conceived, what poverty 


was, till they saw the poor in for-' 


eign countries. They had seen, 
to be sure, what is called poverty 
among us, but it is so different 
a thing from poverty in other 
countries, that the two states 
can hardly be compared to- 
gether. f ; 
As population and wealth in- 
crease, however, poverty in- 
creases also, especially in large 
towns. And it becomes the du- 
ty of wealthy and benevolent in- 
dividuals to provide against the 
evils, which cannot be entirely 
prevented. ‘ 
Asylums for the destitute are 
thought by many judicious per- 
sons to be among the valuable 
improvements of modern times. 
The most useful plan of conduct- 
ing them appears to be the 
following: Capacious buildings 
should be provided so as to ac- 
commodate a great variety of 
persons of all ages, and both 
sexes, and furnish them with 
food and lodging, together with 
an abundance ot some kind of 
useful employment. All the ap- 
plicants for relief should be kept 
strictly at work, unless il heaith 
sould forbid, and whenever 
their earnings should more than 
defray their expenses, the sur- 
plus should be paid them’ on 
their dismission from the institu- 
tion. Suitable overseers should of 
course be provided, and suitable 
means be taken to convey moral 
aid religious instruction to the 
tenants of the asylum, especially 
to the children and youth. The 
great advantages of such institu- 
ions are, furnishing a known 
refuge to those who are sudden- 
ly reduced to poverty by some 
unforeseen calamity, making in- 
dustry, whenever practicable, the 


4 


indispensable condition of relief, 
and affording a pfemium to la- 
bor beyond the provision of g 
mere support. They might be 
resorted to without that disgrace 
which attends application for 
support to the alms-houses. 


They would be great manufac- 


tories,in short, designed fer the 
peculiar accommodation of the 
poor. 

It is certain that every person 
who is worthy to be ranked a- 
mong rational beings, feels hap- 
piest when able to provide for 
himself by his own exertions. 
And it seems a pity, when there 
is so much labor to be done in 
the world, that any persons 
should suffer for want of em- 
ployment. It may be observed 
further, that every person in 
health is able, in this country 
particularly, to earn his support, 
if he can only find ready em- 
ployment. But this is often dif- 
ficult, especially in times of na- 
tional embarrassment. In such 
times large institutions of the 
kind above specified might be 
peculiarly useful. Should it be 
said, that the same causes which 
prevent individual enterprise, 
und produce a stagnation of bu- 
siness, would also impede the 
salutary influence of charitable 
efforts to furnish reward for Ja- 
bor; I answer, that by wise man- 
agement, and by an institution 
formed for this express purpose, 
some kinds fof labor could al- 
ways be provided for the suffers 
ing poor. 

‘The benevolent man, when he 
considers that all mankind are 
his brethren, that if distingufsh- 
ed trem the mass of his fellow 
creatures by wealth, or knowl- 
edge, or rank, he owes his dis- 
tinction to the free mercy ef 
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God alone, and that no one was 
ever raised to honor or affluence 
that he might pursue his sensu- 
al gratification, but.for the good 
of the community—whoever 
considers these things aright 
will say, What more can I da to- 
wards diminishing human mise- 
ry, and increasing human hafpfi- 


ness? O. 


CHARACTER OF THE REY. MR. 
EMERSON, 


The following is an extract from a 
Sermon preached at Malden, A. D. 
1767, by the Rev. Joseph Emerson 


of Pepperell, on occasion of the death® 


of his father, minister of the former 
place. 


“Ir pleased the sovereign Spirit 
of God, early, very early, to sow 
the seeds of grace in his heart. 
By a blessing upon the endeavors 


of his pious parents, he might bes 


said to fear the Lord from his 
childhood, and to be acquainted 
with the Holy Scriptures from 
his youth. If I do not misre- 
member, he was able to fray in 
the family, i the absence of my 
grandfather, before he was eight 
years of aye, to the edification 
and astonishment of those, who 
attended on the family devotions. 
As he grew in years and stature, 
he grew in favor with God and 
man. He was admitted into Col- 
lege when he had but little more 
than finished his thirteenth year. 
He early devoted himself to the 
Gospel ministry, and directed 
his studies this way; and began 
to preach, before he was eigh- 
teen, to general acceptance. It 
was not long before he was call- 
ed to settle in the ministry, and 
was set apart to this work, Oct. 
31, 1721, in great love, peace, 


and unanimity, before he was 
twenty-two years of age. The 
Rev. Mr. Symmes, of Bradford, 
who was intimately acquainted 
with him from his childhood, 
gives this testimony of him, in 
his address to him, at the close 
of the Ordination Sermon. “We 
all bless God with you and for 
you, and for all the smiles of his 
Providence upon you; for your 
early and exemplary piety; and 
desirable accomplishments for 
the work of the ministry.” In this 
candlestic the Lord placed him, 
and here the Lord continued 
hitn for above forty-five years, 
with very little interruption, 
from bodily infirmities: for dur- 
ing the whole of this term he 
was taken off from his public la- 
bors but ‘wo Sabbaths. He en- 
inently fulfilled his ministry, and 
approved Aimself a workman that 
needed not to have been ashamed. 
He set before him the character 
of the Gospel bishop in Paul’s 
Epistles to Timothy and Titus; 
very evidently copied after it; 
and few came nearer the origin- 
al. He was sound in the faith, 
and held forth the form of sound 
words, handed down from our 
fathers. He was particularly at- 
tached to those doctrines, which 
are Called Calvinisiic: You know 
how earnestly he preached the 
real Divinity of owe Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ; the special 
agency of the Holy Spirit in the 
conversion of sinners; the sove- 
reignty ef God; the guiltiness 
and depravity of human nature 
since the apostasy; the necessity 
ofthe imputation of the righteous- 
ness of Christ in order to the sin- 

ner’s justification in the sight of 
God; and the perseverance of 
the saints. You know how zeal- 
ously he preached holiness of 
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heart and life. He was muchin 
the study of the Sacred Oracles; 
was uncommonly diligent in his 
preparations for his public du- 
ties; and did not bring you that, 
which cost Lim nothing. He 
delivered the whole counsel of 
God, and kept back nothing, 
which he thought was profitable 
for you. He wasa son of thun- 


_der tothe workers of iniquity, 


a son of consolation to the 
mourners in Zion. Some of 
you are witnesses how welcome 
you were to his study, when la- 
boring under spiritual difficul- 
ties, and with what faithfulness 
he dealt with you; endeavoring 
not to guench the smoking flax, 
nor break the bruised reed; nor 
speak peace when he thought 
his Divine Master would not. 

“As by the grace of God he 
was faithful, so it pleased the 
Lord to honor him in his ser- 
vice. We have reason to think 
he was the instrument of the 
conversion and edification of ma- 
ny. Many, we trust, who went 
before him to the world of glory, 
are now, and always will be, 
blessing God, that they saw his 
face and heard his voice; and 
some, who are living, own him 
jor their spiritual father, and 
hope to spend an eternity in the 
high praises of God. 

“Some of you remember how 
rejoiced he was, when, many 
years ago, there was a remarka- 
ble revival of religion in. the 
land, of which this place had a 
Share. His heart was greatly 
engaged in it, and he endeavored 
by all means to promote it. Then 
was he more abundant in his 
public and private labors; and 
Was never weary in preaching 
to, and conversing with his awa- 
kened hearers. ) 


“In his more private charac- 
ter, he was very exemplary. In 
the little, very little, concern he 
had with worldly affairs, integri- 
tv and uprightness preserved 
him. He had a remarkable ten- 
derness of conscience with re- 
spect to truth and righteousness 
between man and man; and, in 
some instances, he seemed to 
border on scrupulocity. He was 
very affable, pleasant, and court- 
eous in his whole behayior, to 
all with whom he conversed. 
Where he had received injuries 
he heartily forgave; nor would 
he indulge the least thought of 
revenge. As the head of a fam- 
ily, he walked in his house with 
a frerfect heart, as that expres- 
sion is usedin Scripture. Asa fa- 
ther, how grave,how compassion- 
ate, and loving, bringing us up 
in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord,constantly praying with 
and for us. Asa master, he kept 
up his authority with the great- 
est condescension. Asa neigh- 
bor, he was friendly and benevo- 
lent, remarkable for charity and 
almsgiving; devoting a full tenth 
of his income to pious and char- 
itable uses. To sum up his 
character, he was a man of 
prayer; he frayed always, in the 
Scripture sense. His stated 
times for secret prayer, were not 
less than five or six, every day. 
He never would engage in any 
important affair, without first 
seeking the direction and bles- 
sing of God. Sometimes he 
would set apart whole days for 
prayer wéth fasting. 

“But was he without failings? 
No. He had them, he felt them, 
he lamented them, he got a mar- 
vellous victory over them; he 
was ready to confess his faults, 
and when unguarded words 
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dropped “from him, would ask 
forgiveness even of his children 
and servants. These are some 
imperfect sketches of the char- 
acter of that servant of the Lord; 

who, if a long course of faithful 
services inthe Church of Christ, 
and an exemplary life of holi- 
ness, are sufficient evidences of 
hope,we believe is gone from his 
labors to his reward; gone where 
the wicked cease from troubling, 
and the weary are at rest.” 


CENT SOCIETIES. 


Ir must be gratifying to the 
feelings of all, who can rejoice 
in the rising glory of the Church 
and the diffusion of human hap- 
piness, to witness the various in- 
stances of Christian ae 
py which have occurred in New 
England, and in many other pla- 
ces, within a few years past. 
The increased attention which 
has of late been paid to the cause 
of missions is well calculated to 
awaken the gratitude of God’s 
peopie, and to strengthen their 
hopes, that the Church will soon 
see prosperous days. One of 
the favorable indications of the 
times is a prevailing disposition 
among pious females to conse- 
crate to the service of God such 
portion of their moncy as can be 
spared from their resources. 
This portion is given in many 
places through the medium of 
Cent Societies. When venera- 
ble matrons and their pious 
daughters come forward to ex- 
press their faith in the Redeem- 
er, their trust in his promises, 
and their concern for the salva- 
tion of souls, by ministering to 
the spriritual necessities of those 
who are perishing for lack of vi- 


sion, they exhibit an example 
highly ornamental to their sex 
and honorable to religion. It 
may well ef cite gratitude to the 
wise Disposer of all events that 
he has inclined the hearts of so 
many persons of both sexes to 
form themselves into benevolent 
associations to promote this 
great labor of love. 

If the pious females in every 
congregation would imitate the 
worthy examples which have 
been set in many places, compe- 
tent supplies would be afforded 
to defray all the expenses of our 
Foreign and Domestic Mission- 
ary Societies. The smallness of 
the donations in Cent Societies, 
so far from being an ebjection to 
them, is an argument in their fa- 
vor. The greater the number 
of Christians whoare personally 
interested in the cause of mis- 
sions the greater will be the 
prospect of success. Those who 
give money to support a mission 
will pray for its prosperity, and 
will anxiously inquire as to its 
effects. Thus the mind will be- 
come enlarged, and accustomed 
to regard ajl mankind with ani- 
mated wishes for their happiness. 
These wishes will prompt to be- 
neficent exertions, and the indi- 
viduals will find their happiness 
where it ought to be found, and 
where, indeed, it can alone be 
found, in doing good. 

The consequences which may 
result from the establishment of 
a single Society, the accession of 
a single member, or even froma 
single donation are incalculable. 
The thought that by contribut- 
ing a small cum to the Mission- 
ary cause one more Bible, or on¢ 
more religious tract might be 
given, or one more sermon 
preached, to the destitute, ought 
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to induce every pious female to 
lend her assistance, that that 
tract, that Bible, that sermon 
may not be withheld through 
her neglect. Whio can with- 
hold aid from the cause that has 
in view the salvation of souls, 
and the glory of our Redeemer? 
Who can withhold aid from the 


attempt to imbue the ferocious 
savage with the mild principles 
of Christianity, to bring the de- 
luded idolater to the knowledge 
and worship of the true God, and 
to reclaim the abandoned sinner 
from the error of his ways? 
S. N, 


REVIEW. 


XXXV. The Angel preaching 
the Everlasting Gospel ; a ser- 
mon delivered in Shringfield 
( Mass.) April 21, 1812, at the 
institution of a Society for the 
encouragement of Foreign Mis- 
sions. By Joseru LATHROP, 
p. pv. Springfield; Thomas 
Dickman. Price 12 1-2 cents. 


Tue venerable author of this 
Sermon, after explaining his 
text (which is Rev.xiv. 6, 7.) pro- 
ceeds to discuss the subject un- 
der the following heads : 

‘1. The vast importance of,the 
Gospel, called the everlasting 
Gospel. 

The fact that sooner or 
later the Gospel will be preach- 
ed to all nations. 

5S. The’ great reformation 
foretold will be effected by mis- 
slonaries. 

4. The substance of the an- 
gel’s preaching.’ 

The preacher concludes that 
the hour of "God’s judgments is 
come, and that the time has ar- 
rived for the fulfilment of the 
prophecy in the text. In sup- 
port of this conclusion he men- 
tions the punishment of those 
nations, which have been the 
supporters of Papal tyranny, and 
the attempts which are now ma- 

Vot-1V. New Series. 


king to evangelize the heathen. 
He then gives a useful account 
of what is known concerning the 
inhabitants of the Birman empire, 
which has been selected as the in- 
tended field of missionary labor. 

This sermon we earnestly rec- 
ommend to our readers as well 
calculated to convey instruction, 
and to excite them ‘to take a 
part in those free-will offerings, 
which may prove an equal bless- 
ing to the givers and the receiv- 
ers. 

The profits of the sermon will 
be appropriated to advance the 
objects of the Society, before 
which it was delivered. 

We extract as peculiarly in- 
teresting the whole conclusion. 


**How pleasing, how transporting 
itis to see, that the same Gospel, 
which was first published in pane, 
and which was from thence-sent into 
Europe by Asiatic missionaries, and 
from Europe has been transmitted to 
America, is now, under the guidance 
of European and American missiona- 
rics, going back to Asia for the con- 
version of the Jews inhabiting those 
regions, and of the Pagans among 
whom they dwell! 

** Haw exact, how striking is the 
accomplishment cf Paul’s prediction 
in the llth chapter to the Romans! 
He says to the Gentile believers in 
Rome: ‘*God has not cast awidy the 
people whom he foreknew. As con- 
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eerning the Gospel they are enemies ~ poor.” Some will perhaps say, ‘Our 


for your sake ; but as touching the 
election they are beloved for the Fa- 
ther’s sake. ‘For as ye” (Gentiles) 
‘sin times past have not believed God, 
but have now obtained mercy through 
their unbelief; even so now also these”’ 
(the Jews) ‘thave not believed in 
Christ, that through your mercy” in 
having the Gospel given tu you, “they 
also inay obtain mercy” ina future 
time by receiving the Gospel from you. 
The unbelief of the Jews was over- 
ruled in Providence for the spread of 
the Gospel among the Gentiles; and 
that Gospel, which has thus come to 
the Gentiles, shall by thezr means, in 
God’s appointed time, be sent back to 
the Jews and to the nations among 
whom they are mingled. By God’s 
mercy to the Gentiles the Jews shail 
obtain mercy. My brethren, read the 
whole chapter which contains this 
wondertul prophecy, and you will feel 
and adopt the Epiphonema with 
which the apostle concludes it, ‘‘O 
the depth of the richesof the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How un- 
searchable are his judgments, and 
his ways past finding out!” 

‘““We, my brethren, are of those 
Gentiles, to whom the Gospel has 
come in consequence of the unbelief 
of the Jews. Whatdo you think ts 
God’s purpose in this wonderful dis- 
pensation of his Providence ? The 
apostle tells us. It is that by our 
mercy, they may obtain mercy. Can 
any feel an objection to this? ihe 
hardened infidel may perhaps attempt 
to discourage the missionary spirit. 
He will not desire to send the Gospel 
abroad. He rather wishes to extin- 
guish it at home. But can the sin- 
tere Christian, who values his own 
mercy, feel reluctant to convey the 
same mercy to others. Hecannot? I 
am afraid, however, that some nom- 
inal Christians, of competent abili- 
ties, but of a worldly spirit, will re- 
fuse to impart even a smail portion 
of their substance in a cause like 
this. But what can they say ? They 
may perhaps have learned from Judas 
what tosay. Whena good woman 
poured a box of ointment on the Sa- 
vior’s head, Judas said, ‘*Why is this 
waste? The ointment might have 
been sold for much, and given to the 


property, if we have any to spare, 
may better be bestowed on the poor 
among ourselves, than expended in 
sending Christ’s Gospel to distant 
nations.” But Christ’s answer is as 
pertinent and*setemn now, as when 
it was first spoken. ‘* The poor ye 
have always with you, and, when ye 
will, ve may do them good ; but me 
ye have not always. She hath wrought 
a good work upon me’ If you*have 
poor neighbors, you can at any time 
give them a morsel of bread, or a rag 
of clothing, which willdothem good, 
but cannot be sent to distant regions. 
You have not always an opportunity, 
as you have now, to apply your sub- 
stance to the spread of the Gospel, 
Whet is done in this work, must be 
done systematically, by the concur. 
rence ofanumber. You have now a 
favorable opportunity. Christ calls 
upon you in a manner, in which you 
never heard him call before. There 
are Many attentive and obedient to the 
call. Come forward and act with 
them. You cannot,.in this case, act 
individually, as you may in your daily 
charities ; but you may do something 
socially. This is the only method in 
which missienary charity can be ex- 
ercised to effect. 

‘‘Here is a missionary society form- 
ing. The times, Iam sensible, are 
calamitous. Some may be disabled 
by the change, and more perhaps dis- 
couraged by the aspect of the times: 
But still there are many who have 
ability 10 do something ; and the ur- 
gency of the call isnot abated. Now 
is the time for such to express their 
love to Christ, and their benevolence 
to their perishing fellow mortals. Let 
them associate with their brethren, 
and be fellow workers to the kingdom 
of Christ. If any feel themselves un- 
able, and doubtless many may be un: 
able, to contribute of their substance 
in the cause, yet let them do nothing, 
and say nothing to discourage others; 
but co-operate with their brethren by 
their prayers, and rejoice inthe hope, 
that the time draws near, when ‘“‘the 
fulness of the Gentiles will come m, 
and all Israel will be saved.” 

“‘This charity will be as ointment 
poured forth, Christ will smell a 
sweet savor in it. What you do for 
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your fellow mortals in spreading his 
Gospel among them, you do for him, 
Now is the time to honor him. Break 


the box, and pour its contents on his 
head. Heaven will be filled with 
the odor of the ointment.’ 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


DEATH OF DR. VANDERKEMP. 


From the Evangelical Magazine of 
April last. 


It has never been our lot to record, 
in this work, a bereaving Providence 
of a more afflictive naiure than the 
removal from this world of the laie 
pious, venerable, and useful Mission- 
ary, Dr. John Theodorus Vander- 
kemp 

He had been for some months at 
the Cape, engaged in affairs of a ve 
ry important nature; and had in se- 
riots contemplation the commence- 
ment of «a Mission in the Island of 
Madagascar; but the great Head of 
Church was pleased to accept the 
will for the deed, and to release his 
worn out servant from further and 
more laborious enterprises, by call- 
ing him up to his res: and reward on 
Lord’s Day, Dec, the 15th, between 
eleven and twelve o’clock in the 
morning. 

He had very lately despatched for 
their stations in the interior, four of 
the Missionary Brethren, and was 
engaged in settling other aflairs of 
no small moment, for the future reg- 
ulation of all the African Missions, 
when, on Saturday Morning, Dec. 7, 
he was taken ill. He had expound- 
ed with much liberty of mind, the 
first chapter of the first book of 
Kings; after which he said» to that 
venerable mother in Israel, Mrs. 
Smith, ‘*My dear mother Smith, I 
am very weak, and wish for an op- 


portunity to settle my own affairs;”. 


but, alas! this opportunity was* not 
afforded, for he was seized with a 
shivering, succeeded by a fever, 
which obliged him to take to his bed, 
from which he never rese. He took 
some proper medicines, but they fuil- 
ed of precuring relief? He became 
worse and worse; sothat his afflict- 


ed friends could not but forebode the 
painful result. This was rendered 
More distressing on account of the 
violence of his disorder, by which his 
powers were so oppressed, that he 
was scarcely able to answer a ques. 
tion. About two days before his 
death, Mrs Smith said to him, ‘*My 
dear friend, what is the staie of your 
mind?’ to which, with a sweet smile 
on his countenance, he replied, 
‘ALLIS WELL,” She again said, 
“Is it bght or dark with you?”. He 
answered, Licut. Two pious sol- 
diers also called upon him on the 
14th, one of whom prayed with him; 
after which he spoke a few words to 
them. He continued sensible to the 
last, but was unabie to speak more. 
At length, on the eighth day of his 
sickness, he caimiy expired; and, 
no doubt, his separated spirit receiv- 
ed the welcome and the plaudits of 
that glorious Kedeemer, to whose 
cause he had faithfully devoted, with 
uncommon assiduity, the last thir- 
teen years of his hfe. His age was 
about 64. 

A Memorial of his Life, compiled 
by direction of the Missionary Socie- 
ty, (with his Portrait) is just pub- 
lished. 


YEARLY MEETING OF THE QUA- 
KEKS IN ENGLAND. 


THe annual meeting of this body took 
place in May. ‘The Epistle to the 
Friends in Great Britain, Ireland, 
and elsewhere, contains much whole- 
some counsel, which all classes of 
Christians may beneficially apply to 
themselves. In addressing the 
young, they observe; ‘it is a signal 
favor that in various places there are 
continually fresh proofs of the preva- 
lence of the love of Christ operating 
on the mind, and producing its genu- 
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ine and blessed effects of conformity 
to his likeness. Humility, it is true, 
and self-denial, must form a part of 
this likeness; but so doth, also, the 
real and fruitful love of’ God, and of 
ourneighbor: and ‘if we have been 
planted together in the. likeness of 
his death, we shall also in the like- 
ness of his resurrection” Bend, 
therefore, we beseech you, early— 
bend in good earnest and cheerfully, 
under the forming hand of the Lord. 
‘The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of wisdom,’ yea, the foundation 
of true knowledge. There is danger 
in seeking Knowledge independently 
of this; for so, as saith the apostle, 
‘knowledge pufieth up.’ But this 
true knowledge is life eternal. 
‘This,’ said our blessed Lord, ‘is life 
eternal, that they might Know thee, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
«hom thou hast sent.?  O, the favor, 
the honor, and the eternal blessed 
eflect, of being taught of the Lord!” 
Those who are advanced in life,they 
beseech to pause and ponder the path 
of their feet. **Is your savvation nearer 
now than when ye believed?” **Fruits 
of increasing love toGod are menifest- 
cd in a variety of ways; and probably 
not in any one more clearly, or more 
acceptably to Him, than by tokens 
of regard for the plants of his hand, 
the youth of his church. Itis re- 
markable, that when our Lord thrice 
put the question to his zealous disci- 
ple, Peter, ‘Simon, son of Jonas, lov- 
est thou me?’ the only consequent in- 


junction was, ‘Feed my lambs—feed 


my sheep,’ There are various ways, 
too, in which this may be effected: 
by precept, by sympathy, by assist- 
ance in their spiritnal difficulties; but 
above all, by steady, uniform, cir- 
cumspect example. And this, dear 
Friends, you know; cannot be afforded 
to them, unless you experience fresh 
supplies of spiritual strength to per- 
severe yourselves in dedication, faith- 
fulness, and the fear of the Lord. 
‘Many are the duties,” they add, 
‘Sincumbenton the followers of Christ, 
and all require the support of his 
presence for their duc performance. 
‘Without me,’ they are his own 
words, ‘ve can do nothing’ We 
feel inclined at this time, ere we 
close the present salutation of our 


love, to remind you of that indispen- 
sable duty, the acknowledgment of 
our dependence on his power, by du. 
ly assembling at the season appoint- 
ed for waiting on and worshipping 
God. Deficiencies, indeed, in this 
respect do not in the general appear 
to increase; and we are aware that 
we often renew our tender exhorta. 
tion on this subject. Once morey 
dear friends, let the exhortation 
forth. Consider the motives of de 
ciency, such of you as may be con. 
scious of it. If, as the apostle has 
declared, the presenting of your bod- 
ies be a ‘reasonable service,’ we be- 
seech you to examine into the cause 
that it is too often intermitted. Is it 
not, that in a greater or lesser degree, 
you may still be ‘conformed to this 
world?’ But recollect: this conform. 
ity will still prevent the Christian 
professor from being transformed by 
the renewing of the mind; and from 
proving (as who at the solemn ap. 
proaching close will not rejoice to 
have proved?) ‘what is the good, 
and acceptable, and perfect will of 
God.’ 3? 


SOCIETY FOR THE RELIGIOUS AND 
MORAL IMPROVEMENT OF SEA- 
MEN. 


We are happy to observe the forma- 
tion of a Society in Boston, the ex- 
ertions of which are to be directed 
solely to the good of Seamen. This | 
important class of men seem to have 

been too much neglected in the plans 
of charitable associations. The fol- 
lowing notice has appeared in the 
Boston newspapers. 


“The first meeting of ‘The Boston 
Society for the religious and moral 
improvement of Seamen,’ was holden 
oi Monday last in the Hail of the 
Branch Bank. Capt. Barnard pre- 
sided as moderator, while the Con- 
stilution was proposed for considera- 
tion; and,after its acceptance, the 
meeting was opencd with prayer by 
the Rev. Mr. Channing. The ofh- 


cers for the ensuing year are, Capt. 
Gamatiel Sradfor d, "President; the 
Rev. Joseph 1 uckerman, Secretary; 
Richard Suilivan, Esq. ‘Treasurer; 
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and Capt. Barnard, Capt. Chapman, 
the Rev. Mr. Channing, the Rev. Mr. 
Buckminster, the Rev. Mr. Lowell, 
and the Rev. Mr. Holley, the Execu- 
tive Committee. The Society is 
already very highly respectable, both 
in numbers and members; but as ten 
gentlemen have been nominated to 
receive new subscriptions, it is hoped 
that many will yet be induced to give 
their patronage to so laudable an ob- 
ject.—The condition of membership 
is an annual subscviption of two dol- 
lars;—but from the opulent donations 
are confidently expected. 


MISSIONS IN AFRICA. 


The following accounts of the mis- 
sions in the South of Affrica, sup- 
ported by the London Missionary 
Society, are taken from the last an- 
nual Report of the Directors. 


BETHELSDORP. 


Tue Directors have the pleasure to 
report, that the work of God among 
the Hottentots, at the different sta- 
tions occupied by our Missionaries, 
continues to be carried on, and to in- 
crease in a very encouraging manner. 
Our venerable brother Vanderkemp 
informs us, that the public services of 
religion at Bethelsdorp are well at- 
tended, and that the power of Divine 
grace has been displayed in several 
instances. The number of persons 
generally resident there, and consid- 
ered as belonging to the Institution, 
was found upon examination to a- 
mount to 979, including men, women, 
and children. The increase during 
the vear 1809, was 269, of whom for- 
ty-two had been born at Bethelsdorp 
during that period. 

The progress of civilization has 
been considerable. The knitting- 
School is continued, and prospers be- 
youd expectation. Several useful ar- 
ticles are produced, which are very 
acceptable to the military officers in 
the neighborhood, and by the profits 
of which, about thirty efthe children 
have derived their daily subsistence. 
Matts and baskets are also made in 
considerable quantities, and readily 


sold at Fort Frederic and other parts 
of the country. The manufacture of 
salt has likewise met with much en- 
coulragement, and the salt is fetched 
from Bethelsdorp by the farmers, or 
carried to different places around, 
where it is bartered for wheat and 
other necessaries. Soap-boiling, saw- 
ing, and wood.cutting for waggons, 
are also carried on with diligence, 
and become a source of support; the 
people also obtain no small advantage 
by their journies to Cape Town with 
the farmers, Tic good effect of Chris- 
tian instruction, in thus rendering the 
most indolent and idle of mankind in- 
dustrious and useful members of civil 
society, and raising them so much 
above the abject state in which the 
Missionaries found them, is peculiarly 
pleasing, and affords much encour- 
ayement to proceed with vigor in our 
attempts to evangelize even the most 
uncivilized of the human race. 

The very favorable harvest of the 
year 1808, operated as a powerful 
stimulus to agricultural diligence, so 
that more than forty sacks of wheat 
were sown, besides barley, rice, 
beans, peas, Indian corn, and pump- 
kins. Some fountains have also been 
discovered in the neighborhood, am- 
ply sufficient for domestic purposes. 
All which agreeable circumstances 
have tended to render Bethelsdorp 
more satisfactory as a stated settle- 
ment, and to.’make our brethren in- 
different to that removal which once 
seemed to them so very desirable, but 
to which unexpected difficulties had. 
arisen. 

The Society will recollect how 
much the heart of our zealous and 
venerabie friend, Dr. Vanderkemp, 
was set upon attempting a Mission ta 
the numerous nhabitants of the island 
of Madarascar. To facilitate this 
important measure, application was 
made to his Excellency Lord Cale- 
don, through the medium of the Col- 
onial Secretary, requesting that, if 
possible, some vessel in his majesty’s 
service, might touch at Algoa Bay, 
and by taking the doctor and his com- 
panions on board there, prevent the 


great expense of the removal of four 
families and their effects to the Cape. 


His .acellency was pleased to assure 
Dr. Vanderkemp of lus readiness te 

























































romote his views, but did not think 
it probable that a King’s ship would, 
from the nature of the service, touch 
at Algoa Bay. he, Directors re- 
main uncertain whether the Doctor 
still intends to attempt that mission; 
but considering that having been at 
times yery seriously indisposed, they 
are rather inclined to request his val 
uable services in another way. The 
number of Missionaries being consid- 
erably augmented, and more being 
about to be sent to Africa, it has ap- 
peared to the Directors exceedingly 
desirable that a superintendant of the 
whole work should reside at the Cape, 
who might manage all the pecun‘ary 
concerns of the Society, which are 
now become considerable, and who 
might give that advice and assistance 
to new Missionaries which his talents 
and experience have so eminently 
qualified him to attord. The "irec- 
tors have therefore proposed this 
measure to him, leaving it however 
altogether to his own judgment and 
inclination, to decide upon the pro- 
posed measure, or to proceed, if he 
finds it practicable, to Madagascar. 
It is with pleasute and gratitude 
the Directors mention the safe arrival 
ofthe Brethren Wimmer and Pacalt 
at the Cape, who proceeded as soon 
as opportunity offered to Bethels- 
dorp, where they were most gladly 
received as fellow-laborers, whose 
assistance would allow the brethren 
who were there before to make itiner- 
ating excursions among the colonists. 
The Brethren Wimmer and Pacalt 
diligently embraced all the opportuni- 
ties which occurred on their journey 
from the Cape, to preach the Gospel, 
which many heard with most pleasing 
avidity, and there is reason to hope, 
with much profit. Soon after their 
arrival, an artangement was made 


*by the brethren, with reference to the 


intended mission to Madagascar. 
Messrs. Pacait, Ulbricht, and Ver- 
hoogd. determined to accompany Dr. 
Vanderkemp; while Messrs. Read, 
Wimmer, and Smit, consented to re- 
main at Bethelsdorp. 

Our indefatigable brethren, not 
content with doing all the good in 
their power at Bethelsdorp, made 
some excursions into the interior of 
the colony. Dr. Vanderkemp visited 
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Stuurman’s Krail, &c. and preached 
many sermons to the people. Brother 
Read took a journey into the country 
of the Caffres, accompanied by the 
native Brother Gupido, and six others; 
they were generally received in aver 
hospitable manner, and the Caffres 
expresse«| a strong desire for instruc. 
tion ihe particulars of this journey, 
exnibiting in a striking manner the 
custoins of the country, and the very 
extensive field it presents for mission. 
ary exertions, are inserted in the 224 
Number of the Transactions. 


ORANGE RIVER. 


Turs station appears still to prosper, 
although deprived tor many months 
of the labors of the two Missionaries, 
Mr. Anderson and Mr, Kramer, the 
former of whom, having occasion to 
visit Cape Town, has been detained 
by violent and repeated attacks of dis. 
ease. His last ietter, however, states, 
that he had been restored in great 
measure to heaih, and was earnestly 
desirous of returning to his station as 
soon as possible, Indeed, he once 
cémmenced his journey, with the per- 
sons sent from the Orange River to 
conduct him, but a severe illness 


obliged him to desist, and afterwards. 


to return to the Cape. In the mean 
ume, letters and messages received 
by him from Mr. Janz, who continued 
at the station, were highly satisfac- 
tory. 

The attendance of the people at the 
place of worship was regular, and so 
numerous, that although it will hold 
360 persons; exclusive of children, it 
was insufficient for their accommoda- 
tion, especially on the Lord’s day, 
when many were obliged to sit with- 
out. Mr. Janz continued his solitary 
labors, with much patience and per- 
severance; and they appear to have 
been attended with the Divine bles- 
sing, though no remarkable awaken- 
ing had lately appeared. ‘Our la- 
bors,” says Mr. Anderson, ‘‘have 
been amply rewarded, and the pecu- 
niary assistance of our friends in Eng- 
land has not been given in vain, Our 
prayers have been answered. Sever- 
al who were the fruits. of our ministry 
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have died in the faith, and are now a- 
round the throne, praising and glori- 
fying that grace which you were 
made the instruments of communica- 
ting; and there are still many more 
who daily bow their knees and offer 
up their thanksgivings to God, in that 
(till we came among them) unknown 
part of Africa. O that the Lord may 
grant me, and my brethren, and the 
Society, persevering grace; we shall 
reap if we faint not. I desire earnest- 
ly an interest in your most fervent 
prayers. We have many difficulties, 
many dangers to encounter, but a 
faithful God hath hitherto supported 
and delivered, and 1 doubt not he will 
still deliver and bring us safely 
through.” 

The long stay of Mr. Anderson at 
the Cape, is a circumstance much la- 
mented by the Direciors, as the sta- 
tion at the Orange River requires the 
labor of several Missionaries. Mr. 
Janz was left for more than a year to 
labor alone, while the poor people 
were extremely anxious for Mr. An- 
derson’s return. Mr. Janz informs 
him, that the people were so much 
distressed at his absence, that nothing 
could pacify them, till he read them 
that part of his letter, in which he 
assured them, that as soon as his 
heaith was restored he wou'd certain- 
ly return tothem. Some of them told 
Mr. Janz, that if Mr. Anderson did 
not come back to them they should 
die of grief; and when they spoke of 
this matter to him, he was frequently 
so much affected as to weep. li may 
certainly be hoped that a people so sen- 
sible of the value of their minister, are 
not unacquainted with the excellence 
and the power of that Gospel which 
he preaches untothem. ‘The Direc- 
tors hope to hear, in the nex letter 
they receive, that he and Mr Kramer, 
who has promised to return with 
him, have reached this important set- 
tlement, and that their uniied efforts 
are crowned wth increasing success. 
Mr Janz, when he last wrete to the 
Cape, had baptized nine adults and 
seventeen children since Mr. Ander- 
son’s departure. 

The situation of Mr. Janz was ren- 
dered peculiarly trying, by the pain- 
ful apprehensions enteriained, at one 
time, of a hostile attack from the Caf- 


fres in their neighborhood. These 
cruel people, who were accustomed to 
plunder and bloodshed, anil who had 
murdered many of the Briquas, bad, 
there was too much reason to believe, 
formed a resolution of attacking them 
also. In consequence of information 
to that effect, all the people trom the 
adjacent kralls of Corannas, collected, 
with their cattle, at the settlement. 
Mr, Janz, and the good people with 
him, immediately set apart a day for 
extraordinary prayer and supplication 
to the Father of mercies, for his gTae 
cious protection. This was Friday, 
the 11th of May 1810, when we also 
were assembled at our Anniversary te 
pray for them.. A few days after, 
they sent some of their people to the 
Caiires, with a present and a pacific 
message, requesting them ima friend- 
ly manner, to withdraw. Through the 
goodness of God, who heard their 
prayers, this application succeeded, 
and the messengers shortly returned 
with the pleasing news that these 
terrific people had determined to 
colply with their request, and te 
pass ever the river as soon as it was 
sufficiently low, acknowledging also 
that they thought the Missionaries 
were good men who loved peace, 
al\hough they themselves did not, and 
that they sought their welfare. But 
as no great dependance can be placed 
on the promises of savages, the breth- 
ren were not without some apprehen- 
sions. Mr. Janz, whose whole con- 
duct on this occasion seems to have 
been marked with the true spirit of 
piety, says, ‘Now we must leave it 
in the hands of the Lord, hoping to 
see his loving kindness in confirming 
the work of our hands, and granting 
us a complete deliverance. This is 
my prayer, that we may be so firmly 
estabiished by the Lord, that no ene- 
my may be able to hurt this church; 
for, as a Kind father, he hath hitherto 
taken care of us, so that instead of 
complaint we have cause for thank- 
fulness that the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, accompanied by the power of his 
Spirit, have had so much influence 
on some of our people, that, by means 
of their Christian exhortation and ex- 
ample, they have subdued the ungov- 
erned spirit of the Caflres.” 

In consequence of the imminent 
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danger to which our friends had been 
exposed, Mr. Anderson, who was at 
the Cape, presented a respectful me- 
morial to the governer of the colony, 
Lord Caledon, requesting protection 
and other privileges. His i.ordship 
was pleased to return a very favora- 
ble answer to the application, and fur- 
nished them with implements of hus- 
bandry. and medicines. 

Mr. Anderson expresses a very 
strong desire to extend to the Briquas, 
a numerous people not very distant 
trom the Great River, the blessings 
of the Gospel. He begs that two Mis- 
sionaries may be sent out for this pur- 
pose. ‘Our station,’”? he says, ‘‘is 
more than 300 miles distant from the 
utmost bounds of the colony, (that is, 
from Zak River) and we are separa- 
ted from ali intercourse; but the Bri- 
quas are only five days’ journey from 
us. O what an extensive field is there 
open for us! I intend on my return 
to begin learning the Briqua lan- 
guage.” 

The Missionaries mention with 
much thankfulness a present of Du‘ch 
Bibles and Testaments from the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. They 
were truly welcome, and many more 
are still wanted. Mr. Anderson says, 
**I can truly say, that through means 
of your Society, and the Bibie Socie- 
ty, the Lord is doing great things for 
us. Let us be glad and rejoice.” 
The Directors take this opportunity 
of expressing also their gratitude to 
that excellent and useful body, for the 
prompt and generous attention shewn 
upon all oceasions to applications in 
behalf of our Missionaries in various 
parts of the world: the supply of Bi- 
bles and Testaments proving, in many 
cases, a most valuable aid to the la- 
bors of the brethren, and promoting, 
in a powerful manner, the great cause 
oftruth and goadness, in which all 
real Christians feel acommon interest. 

Upon the whole, the African Mis- 
sions appear to the Directors to in- 
crease in their magnitude and impor- 
tance; and they indulge a hope, that 
when so many of the tribes of that 
rude and uninformed country are cry- 
ing aloud, ‘*Come over and help us!” 
the Lord will display, in a remarka- 
ble manner, the power of his Holy 
Spirit, in the conversion of a numerous 


- 


body t@ the praise of the glory of his 
grace. The support and enlargement 
of these Missions have indeed become 
a source of very cousiderable expense, 
especially since the circumstances of 
the Rotierdam Society, who had en. 
gaged to defray a part of it, have un- 
happily become such as to disable 
them from fulflling their intentions; 
but we are persuaded, that when the 
finver of God so plainly directs toa 
country wherein so many are thirst- 
ing for the word of life, the generosi- 
ty of British Christians will enable 
the Directors to increase the number 
of laborers, as far as prudence may 
warrant. 


SOCIETY FOR SUPPRESSING VICE 
AND IMMORALITY. 


A Society with the above designation 
las been formed at Portland, the 
Constitution of which, with the 
preamble, we give below. Every 
benevolent man must wish well to 
the attempts of this association. 


‘*Ar atime when the righteous Gor- 
ernor of the Universe seems to be 
pouring down his judgments upon 
the world—when the dark clouds of 
adversity are hanging over these Uni- 
ted States—and when the people of 
this part of them are alarmed with 
apprehensions of discord and distress, 
is itnot the duty of all who wish well 
to their peace and happiness, to re- 
flect upon the causes of these calam- 
ities? And is there not ground to HB*® 
lieve that a prevalence of vice, a cor- 
ruption of manners, and an inattention 
to the duties of morality, (not to men- 
tion the neglect of religious duties) 
have provoked the Divine Being to 
manifest his{idispleasure against us? 

**Deeply pressed with these 
ideas, we fe@#lisposed to exert such 
endeavors ay seem suitable to 
use, to rectify the minds of the vicious 
and immoral, and engage the atten- 
tion of all around us to render them 
effectual—humbly hoping that such a 
co-oneration of the weil disposed will 
have a beneficial tendency to melior- 
date that portion of the community 
with which any of us may be most 
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immediately connected, and thereby 
in some degree, avert the wrath of 
H:m who exalts or abases a people 
according to their obedience or diso- 
bedience of his will, 

“In order to effect this object, we 
have judged it expedient to form 
ourselves into a Society to be denom. 
inute:i A Soviety for suppressing Vice 
and Immoraiity; and do agree to the 
following 


ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION. 


1. A committee of twelve shall be 
chosen to conduct te buisness of thc 
Society, of which he fteliowin, off. 
cers to be appointed by che society, 
shall forma part, s'z. a Chairman, 
Clerk, and Tlreasurer, any five of 
whom to be guorum. 

2. It shail be thewduty of each 
member to use his endeavors by per- 
suasion and adv ce, or by such other 
means us his prudence s}.aij direct, to 
reclaim the vicious, and promote an 
attention to moral duties, by those in 
whom a remissness wherein shall ap- 
pear to prevail. 

3, When persuasive and caution- 
ary measures shail not prove effectu- 
al, or when any circumstances shall 
require it, we will aid the Tything- 
meaand other legal officers in their 
duty of prosecuting those who may 
commit notorious offences, or conduct 
disorderly. 

{ihe 4th, 5th, and Gih articl€s are 
of a circumstantial nature |. . 

7. And whereas some young per- 
sons of both sexes, from a deficiency 


#°Bf education or a state of poverty, or 


perhaps both, have inconsideratcly 
contracted habits of idleness and vice, 
prejudicial to their own interest and 
happiness, and the peace and order 
of the community—it ghall be the du- 
ty of the Committee tg@attuin a knowl- 
edge of the circu nces of sucli 
persons, and muke @§&th provision as 
their discretion may §uggest, to res- 
cue them from the evils to which such 
habits may expose them. 

_ 8. Ifthe Committee should judge 
it Necessary to appoint as a sub-com- 
mittee, any other members of the So- 
cicty than those who belong to their 
body, to aid them in ,any particular 

VoL. IV. New Series, 
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services towards efiecting the object 
of the Institution, it shall be their 
duty to afford the aid required. 

9. If any vacancy should take 
place by the resignation of any of ite 
members, or otherwise, the Commit- 
teé may suppiy the same. 

10. Any gentieman who may here- 
after embrace the vie ws of this Socie- 
ty, and subscribe these articles, shalk 
be considered a member, 

11. Occasional meetings of the So- 
Cie:y may be called by the Commit- 
tee; or by the Clerk on the applica. 
tion of two members; notice of which 
meeting shali be given by advertising 
in the Portland papers. 

12. Notwitustanding the business 
of the Society will devolve principal- 
ly upon the Committee, it shail be the 
duty of each member to suggest such 
mode of proceeding as he may deem 
to be beneficial, and for this purpose 
may attend the meetings of said Com, 
mittee, and act with them in their 
deliberations upon ihe subject: Pro- 
vided, *hat not more than three mem- 
bers should attend at the same meet- 
ing. 

13. These articles shall be in force 
until the last Saturday in April next, 
on which day a meeting shall be hoid- 
en in this place, at four o’ciock in the 
afternoon, tu cons:der the expediency 
of continuing the assoc:ation, or re- 
establishing the same under such 
other regulations, as may then be 


rree rT} a 
“agreed upon 


Portland, April 24, 1812. 
Signed by fifty-three respectable 
citizens. 


THE COMMITTEE. 

Hon. Samuel Freeman, Chairman, 
Levi Cutter, Clerk, Samuel F. Hus- 
sey, Treasurer, Daniel Tucker, 
Mark Harris, Robert Douglass, Ho- 
ratio Southgate, Edward Cobb, Zeche 
ariah Nowell, Thomas baker, Stee 
phen Tukey, Cotton B. Brooks. 


LEVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


We are happy to hear, that thereisa 
very considerableand most desirable 
revival of religion in Randolph, Ab- 
ington, Weymouth, Easton, (Mass.) 
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and other neighboring towns. . The 
assemblies on the Sabbath are deeply 
solemn ; many individuals are anx- 
iously inquiring the way of salvation ; 
and a considerable number have been 
hopefully converted, * 


A worthy clergyman in the county of 
Berkshire writes to a friend, as fol- 
lows, in a letter dated the 2d inst. 

‘¢ { have much pleasure in inform- 
ing you, that a very promising work 
of Divine grace has commenced at 
Williamstown. More than thirty per- 
sons are considered as having become 
subjects of saving grace. This good 
work has extended into the College. 
The minds of the students generally 
are solemnized; many are under deep 
impressions ; and 13 or 14 exhibit 
evidence of having passed from death 
unto life. This. intelligence will 
gladden your heart, and I trust, the 
hearts of many in your vicinity. 
Blessed be God, his Aand is not short- 
ened that it cannot save.” 


A letter from a remote part of the 
country mentions, that a revival of 
religion commenced there, in conse- 
quence of reading toa part of the 
congregation, in the interval of pub- 
lic worship, the sermon preached at 
the ordination of the missionaries in 
Salem. Christians were roused, and 
others greatly impressed with reli- 
gious truths. 


A letter from the Rev. Mr. Waddel, 
dated at Wilmington, (S.C.) more 
than two years ago, states that there 
was then a considerable revival of re, 
ligion in that place. Mr. Waddel 
was preceptor of an Academy, and 
mentioned, among other interesting 
facts, that nearly half the members of 
that Seminary, which contained more 
than a hundred students, had been 
under serious impressions; and that 
upwards of twenty were hopefully 
converted. It seems proper that an 
event so important and so happy, 


though not published when recent, 
should giill be laid before the Chris- 
tian reader, 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Sam- 
uel Kidder of Tamworth, (N H_) 
to the Rev. Dre Morse, dated Fuly 
29, 1811. 


*‘Stnce May last God has been 
pleased in mercy to visit the people 
of my charge with remarkable inidu- 
ences of his Holy Spirit. The middle- 
aged and youth are particularly affect- 
ed. The congregation on the Sab- 
bath is as solemn as the house of 
death. At the intermission, there is 
a serious inquiry, What must we do to 
be saved? ‘The work is now rapidly 
increasing. Young people of both 
sexes resort to my house for religious 
instruction on Sabbath evenings, and 
other evenings after the labors of the 
day. Even boys from eleven to fifteen 
years old are frequently at my house, 
after the toils of the day, (with coune 
tenances and gestures as serious as 
men of fifty usually exhibit,) confes- 
sing their sins, and inquiring the way 
of salvation. Twenty-four persons, 
ail under thirty years of age, have 
been received into the church. Five 
more, of the same class, were pro- 
pounded yesterday. Many more, it 
is hoped, have received a change of 
heart. Inever saw so much serious- 
ness and solemnity in this place be- 
fore.” 


Note. The letter, from which the 
above extract is made, was communi- 
cated soon after it was received; but 
was accidentally mislaid, 


ORDINATIONS. 


OrDAINED, on the 2d inst. the Rev. 
Aaron LELAND, over the 2d Pres- 
byterian Church in Charleston, (S.C.) 

At Bromfield, (N. Y.) the Rev. 
PHILANDER PARMELE. Sermon 
from Acts ix, 6. 


FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETIES. 


, 
Tue following gentlemen have been chosen officers of the Saco and Bidde- 
ford Branch of the Foreign Missionary Society. 
Rey. JONATHAN CoOGSWELL, Saco, President. 
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Rey. Joun Turner, Biddeford, Jreasurer. 
Mr. RevuBen H. Green, Secretary. 
The annual subscriptions are somewhat more than $100. 


The Foreign Missionary Society of Northanpton and the neighboring towns 
was organized on the 3lst of March. ‘the following gentlemen were chosen 
officers. 

Rev. Joseru Lyman, D. D. President. 
Rev. SovomMon Wixiams, Vice President. 
Lewis Strronc, Esq. Secretary. 

Jostan Dwicut, Esq. Treasurer, 
JonaTHAN H. Lyman. Esq, Auditor. 

The amount subscribed by tiie Members of this Society is not yet ascer- 
tained. <A very generous sum, however, is already collected. 


The Foreign Missionary Society of Springfield and the neighboring towns 
was organized April 21; when the following gentlemen were chosen officers 
for the ensuing year: 

Rev. JosepuH Laturop, D, D. President, 
Hon, Joun Hooker, Esq. Vice President. 
Rev. Ricuarp 3S. Storrs, Secretary. 
Hon, Georce Buiss, ksq. Treasurer. 
Jusiin Evy, jun. Esq. Auditor. 

The annual mecting of the two last mentioned Societies is on the first 
Tuesday of October. 


The following gentlemen have been appointed officers of the Foreign Mis- 
sion Society of North Yarmouth and the Vicinity, viz, 
Rev. AMASA SM1TH, President. 
Rev. Francis Brown, Secretary. 
Hon. AMM} R. MircHeE.u, Treasurer. 


DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Donarions by the hands of Mr. Luther Rice, in addition 

to the sums before published as received by him, $8 20 
April 30—May 19. Donations by the hands of the Rev. Dr. 

Morse, Viz. 





From individuals in Pomfret, (Con.) 15 
From individuals in Lee, transmitted by the Rev. Al- 
van Hyde, 50 64 
From a friend to translations, 10 75 64 
May 1. Donations by the hands of the Hon. John Tread- 
well, Esq. viz. 
From Dea. Noah Porter, Farmington, (Con.) 500 
From Mr. Robert Porter, (son of Dea. Porter) Pulte- 
ney, (N. Y.) 50 
From a Friend to missions in W—r, by the hands of the 
Rev. Frederic Marsh, 50-———600 00 


May 2. From the Foreign Mission Society of Portland and 


the Vicinity, by the hands of Mr. Levi Cutter the Trea- 
surer, 337 65 


Carried forward $1,021 40 
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Brought forward 


May 8. From the Foreign Mission Society of Hallowell, 
Augusta, and the Vicinity, by the hands of John Sewall, 
Esq. the Treasurer, 

May ¥Y, from the Piscataqua Branch of the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, by the hands of Peyton R. Freeman, Esq. 
the ire asurer,” 

May 11. From individuals in the North parish of Wey- 
mouth, by the hands of the Rev. Jacob Norton, 

May 22. From a child five years of age, 

23. Donations by the hands of the Rev. Dr. Worces- 
ter, ¥ Z. 

From the Rev. Jonathan Fisher, Bluehill, (Maine,) 

From other persons in Biueholl, 

From the Forcign Missionary Society of Springfield 
and the neighboring towns, by the hands of the Hon. 
George Bliss, ‘sq the Treasurer, 

May 26. Donations by the hands of Mr. Ezekiel Rich; 
from individuals in Greenwich, ( Mass.) viz. 

Joseph Blodget, Joshua Pomeroy, Andrew Sears, and 
Samuei Jones, $5 each, 

From others in that town, 

From Eli Snow, of Ware, 

From Col. Danforth Keyes, of Weston, 

From William Srown and his family, 

From Isaac Bliss and his family, 

From others in that town, 

From Jesse Hitchcock ef Brimfield, 

From Jacob 3ishop and his family, 

From others in that town, 


From Rev. Ephraim Ward, of Brookfield, West parish, 


From two ladies, friends to missions, $10 each, 

From Thomas Bond, $5 From others in that par- 
ish, $v2 38, 

From Cheney Reed, Esq. and his daughters, of Brook- 
field, South parish, 

Rev Micah Stone, 

From others in that parish, 

From Rev. Joseph Pope, of Spencer, 

From others in that town, 

From individuals in North Brookfield, under $5 each 

From Elizabeth Fitton, of Wrentham, First parish,f 

Jeremiah Hartson, Robert Blake, Jerusha Norton, and 
Elizabe h Everett, $5 each, 

From Capt. Benjamin Shepard and his family, 

From others in Wrentham, 

From Dea. Lysander Makepeace, of Norton,¢ 

From Deacon Jesse Smith, 

From a lady, a friend to missions, in Dedham, 


Additional donations in New Braintree, under $5 eaeh, 





May, 
$1,081 49 
144 50 
40 00 
$1 41 
1 00 
7 
23———30 00 
131 00 
20 
10 13-—-59 13 
5 U0 
5 
re 
5 
29 20——44 20 
5 
5 50 
36 81—~-47 31 
5 
20 
67 38——92 38 
5 


5 
16 19——20 19 
5 


25 13-—30 13 
39 39 
5 
20 
16 


12 75—-53 75 

10 

7¥———-17 00 
5 00 


%1,798 55 


* It will be recollected that there has been a previous donation from this Sociée 


wy of B234. 


} Additional donations. 


+ Ditto, 
























































Chronological Table. 


CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE 


OF REMARKABLE EVENTS WHICH TOOK PLACE DURING THE YEAR 


1811. 


Jan, 1. TorrTosa, in Catalonia, surrendered to the French, afier a siege 
of 13 days with open trenches. 

11. The Prince of Wales accepted the restricted Regency, the Re- 
solutions of Parliament having been presented to him by a deputa- 
tion from both houses. 

17. Red enow fell in the vicinity of Placentia, as was attested by ma- 
ny persons of known veracity. - 

A battle was fought in Mexico between the royalists and insur- 
gents, in which the latter were defeated. 

26—31. A succession of earthquakes was experienced at St. Michael’s. 
On the last day mentioned fire burst through the water at some 
distance from the shore. 

Feb, 6. The Prince of Wales took the oath as Regent. 


12. The British Parliament opened by commission. 

16. Mr Serrurier, the new French minister, arrived at Washington. 

18. The island of Madagascar taken possession of by the British. 

20. The U 5S. Senate decided against renewing the National Bank. 

38. Mr. Pinkney took leave of the Prince Kegent on his return to 
this country. Mr. Foster announced as the new minister to 
America. 


A violent gale of wind at Madras, by which all the shipping at 
that place was destroyed. 
March 1. A civil war commenced in South America between Buenos 
Ayres and Monte Video. 
2. A law made by Congress forbidding the importation of British 
produce or manufactures, which shall have been shipped since the 
2d of February preceding. 


4. Massena began his retreat, leaving his camp at Santarem in 
great haste. He was driven from Portugal by the end of March. 
5. A severe battle on the heights of Barrosa near Cadiz, in which 


the French were repulsed. Gen. Graham commanded the British. 
Jerome Bonaparte issued a proclamation ceding the inhabitants 
of Westphalia to the Emperor of France. 
$. = Bonaparte decreed that all offices in his empire shall hereafter 
be filled by military men, and that no man shall be appointed to 
office unless he has been in the army five years. 
17. Bonaparte gave an answer to the deputies from Hamburgh, Bre- : 
men, Lubec. &c. in which he tells them, that the decrees of Ber- 
lin and Milan are the fundamental laws of his empire. e 
20: The French Empress delivered of a son, who was immediately ) 
styled the King of Rome. 
27. Christophe proclaimed King of the North in St. Domingo. 
31. Bonaparte admi:ted toan audience a deputation from the Coun- 
cil of Commerce, and delivered a speech to them in which he 
disclosed his views with regard to peace, war, England, and 
America. 
April 2. A partial conflict between the French and English armies near 
Sabugal. 
9. The British Parliament voted 100,000 pounds to relieve the dis- 
tresses in Portugal occasioned by devastation committed by the 
French army in their retreat, 
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10. 





16. 


June 10. 
11. 


10—14. 
28. 


July 2--6. 


22. 


Aug. 4. 











Chronological Table. May, 


Figueras taken by the Spaniards, a town containing a large gar. 
rison and great military stores. 

A great freshet of the Danube in Hungary, which destroyed 24 
villages, and drowned three or four thousand persons. 

During this month the spotted fever prevailed in Peacham, and 
many other towns in Vermont. 

The French army. being reinforced, turned about and attacked 
the allied army under Lord Wellington, with a view of relieving 
Almeida. On being repulsed they hastily retreated, and again left 
Portugal. 

The garrison of Almeida blew up the walls, and cut their way 
through the besieging lines. 

A battle between the troops of Buenos Ayres and those of Mon. 
te Video. 

Bonaparte released a number of American vessels which had 
arrived in his ports after Nov. 2, 1810, 

A rencounter between the U. S. frigate President, Com. Rodg- 
ers, and the British sloop of war Little Belt, Capt. Bingham, in 
which the Little Beit had 11 men killed and 21 wounded; the frig- 
ate only one wounded. It took place in the evening, off Cape 
Henry. 

The French army under Soult attacked the allics under Beres- 
ford, in order to relieve Badsjoz. After a hard fought batile the 
French wcre repulsed at Aibuera. The allies lost more than 4,000 
in killed, wounded, and missing. 

A fire m New York, which destroyed nearly 100 buildings, and 
greatly endangered the city. 

A distressing fire at Newburyport, which consumed more than 
200 buildings, and property to the amount of 600,000 dollars. The 
sufferers received about 128,600 dollars in donations from their 
fellow citizens withia a few months afterwards. 

An assault on Badajoz by the British and Portuguese army, af- 
ter a siege of more than three weeks. The besiegers repulsed 
with loss. 

The allies raised the siege of Badajoz, and took-up head quar- 
ters at Elvas, 

A fire at Smyrna, which destroyed a great part of that city. 

~ eg cs taken by the French by storm, Great slaughter en- 
sued. 

Five days of extraordinary heat in the northern part of the U. 
States; and unequalled considering the duration of the excessive 
weather. Many persons, in different parts of the country, died in 
consequence of the heat; some by rashly drinking cold water, and 
some by bathing. 

A freshet in the towns of Middletown, Castleton, and Poult. 
ney, (Vt.) which destroyed much property, and was unexampled 
in violence. Between sunrise and 10 o’clock, A.M. from 12 to15 
inches of water fell, as appeared by several observations, 

The President of U.S. issued a proclamation requiring Con- 
gress to mect on the 4th of November. 

The British forces under Sir Sam. Auchmuty landed in the isl- 
and of Java, took Batavia, and in the course of the month subjugat- 
ed the principa! parts of the island. 

The Spaniards under Gen. Porlier entered St. Andero, which 
had been hastily evacuated by the French with loss. 

A new Constitution was adopted by the Spanish Cortes at 
Cadiz. 

A comet first seen at Paris and London, in its return from the 
sun, it having been seen from March to Mgy in its approach, This 








Dec. 16. 


18. 


24. 


26. 
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comet was first observed in this country about the beginning of 
September, It continued to be visible two or three months. 
A terrible tornado at Charleston, (S.C.) which did great dam- 


Sept. 11 | 
age in the city, and destroyed several lives. 

17. An eclipse of the sun throughout the U. S, It was annular at 
Washington. It was observed with great accuracy by scientific 
men in different places, with a view to ascertain the longitude, 

95—27 Lord. Wellington left the investment of Ciudad Rodrigo, on the 
approach of Marmont with a large French army. 
Oct. 4 Gun. boat No. 2, lost at sea. ‘Thirty-three persons, (all on board 
except one seaman, ) perished. 

25. The Spaniards under Blake defeated by Suchet’s division. Many 
prisoners taken. 

28. A detachment of British trooops under Gen. Hill made a sud- 
den attack upon Gen. Girard’s division, utterly defeated it, and 
took 1300 prisoners, 

Noy. 4. Congress met @ecording to Proclamation: 

5 The President’s Message delivered to Congress. 

The Spanish General Ballesteros gained an advantage over the 
French between Xeres and Bornes. 
7. 


A battle between the U. S. troops under Gov. Harrison and the 


“Indians near the Prophet’s town on the Wabash, in which U, S- 


army lost 62 killed and 126 wounded. 

The President U. S. intormed Congress by message, that the 
affair of the Chesapeake was settled, such reparation having been 
offered as was accepted by our government. 

An aflray at Savannah between American sailors and the crews 
of two French privateers, (La Vengeance and La Franchise.) 
Four or five sailors on each side were killed and the privateers 
burnt. 

The province of Carthagena (New Mexico) declared itself in- 
dependent of Spain. 

An earthquake in all the southern and western parts of the U. 
S. The shocks were very numerous, and in some places very se- 
vere. They were felt in a greater or less degree from New York 
to the Floridas, and from the Atlantic to the Missisippi; and prob- 
ably much further westward. 

The ratio of representation fixed by Congress at 25,000, which 
gives 181 representatives from the 17 states now in the union, 

A violent snow storm, the force of which was felt most severe- 
ly in the southern parts of N. E. The snow felltwo fect deep, the 
wind was very high, and the cold intense, All the mails and 
Stages were stopped for two or three days. 

The theatre at Richmond (Vir.) took fire during a representa- 
tion, about 11 o’clock at night, and was rapidly consumed. More 
than 70 persons, unable {o escape from the flames, lost their lives, 
among whom were several gentlemen of distinction. 


OBITUARY. 





Diep, lately, at Hadley, Mrs. ANNA 
CHAPIN, aged 101. 

At Sharon, the widow Mary 
Bean, aged 99, having had 233 de- 
scendants; viz. 10 children, 59 grand 
children, 143 great grand children, 
and 21 of the fifth generation. 

In England, on the 2d ult. the lady 


of the late Rt. Hon. Epmunp Burke, 
aged 76. 

In Lower Canada, some time since, 
Joun Sauk, Esy. aged 52, a famous 
Indian chief of the Iroquois nation. 
He received an English education, 
chiefly under the care of the late Rev. 
President Wheeleck, and was re- 
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spectable for talents, purity of mor- 
als, usefulness in life, and Christian 
piety. 

At Acworth, (N. H.) from Feb. 
28th to the 8th inst. 53 persons have 
died of the spotted fever. 

At Lemberg in, Prussia, Mr.Joun 
Uvavuvak, aged 116. He walked 6 
miles the day before his death. 

In Virginia, on the 6th March, the 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Manuison, Presi- 
dent of the William and Mary Col- 
lege, 

In Spain, on the 24th of Jan. last, 
Lt. Gen. Rospert CrAwrorp, of 
wounds received at the storming of 
Ciudad Rodrigo. 

At Wilmington, (Del.) the Hon. 
Gunninc Benprorp, Esq. district 
judge of that state, and one of the 
patriots of the revolution 

At New York, on the 15:h March, 
Mrs. Mary Ronpcers, relict of the 
late Rey. Dr. Rodgers, aged 87. 





At Philadelphia, on the 7th of Jan, 
last, Joserpu Dennte, Esq. the well. 
known Editor of the Port Folio, aged 
44. He was anative of Boston, and 
was graduatedat - College. 

At New York, in the month of 
Jan. last, the Rev. Jonn N ABeEeE x, 
one of the psstors of the Reformed 
Protesiant Dutch Church, in that 
city. 

At Kingston, (N. H.) the Rey. 
Eviue Tuayer, D. D. pastor of the 
Congregational church in that town, 
aged 65. 

At Middletown,(Con )CuHauncey 
WHuITTELseEy, Esq. aged 65, for ma. 
ny years@Collector of the Customs for 
the Port of Middletown. He wasa 
man of an excellent cliaracter for in. 
tegrity and piety; and was highly 
exemplary as a member and a deacon 
of the Congregational church in that 
town. 


HY MN. 


On! I have sinn’d against thy grace, 
Against thy love, O Lord; 

And must I stand betore thy face 
To meet my last reward! 


My trembling body shrinks away, 
My spirit fuints with fear, 

Alas, it is the judgment-day! 
Oh how shiall I appear! 

What if my soul is doom’d to hell 
Where unblest spirits be! 


Alas! and must I, can I dwell 
So far from heav’n and thee? 


But see, Immanuel appears! 
To Thee, to Thee, I fly; 

Thou seest these poor repentant tears, 
Oh! save me, or I die. N. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS.’ 


THE communication of CepHas has been received; but as the publication of 
it would probably be of no real service to ourreaders, we decline inserting it. 
The Subscribers to our work will recollect, that all who have not given no- 
tice of a wish to discontinue it, are bound to take the ensuing volume. 
All persons who are in arrears for the Panoplist are requested to make im- 
mediate payment. - Those who receive their numbers by mail, and who have 
not yet paid for the volume which now closes, are desired to remit payment 


for the ensuing volume, and the past, at the same time. 


We are obliged to omit Literary InteMigence for want of room. 








